


Take-aways from my career




Look for what you don’t know

— question from another MIT undergraduate
in my senior biology laboratory section...




Don’t be afraid to change directions
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Realizing | did

organisms other than laboratory model
systems, | took extra classes in taxonomy,
and then did my graduate work on plants.
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More than once, sometimes...

Being inter-é.
| took a pc
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Which led to a job at NASA...
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On agar plates, the force of surface tension around the
body of a worm is approximately 100xG

We use axenic liquid culture media:
-~ removes surface tension issues l
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where | developed a culture system to study worm muscles in space.
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And another change in direction...

_“ ‘
Protecting the Universe from

) : ; the Scum of Earth
Astrobiology’s Big Questions: (and vice versa)

What are the origins, distribution, and future

. of life in the universe?
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It’s trivial to find life, if we bring it with us... |
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Lookin;g for Life on Earth

Why the Atacama?
a good test site
for Martian
instruments

How did
get involved?

I was a roving

test subject:
Stantord CPODs

But I’'m now back to my original
interest: how to get a planet like Earth.




Pick it up!

uestions?




