INFORMATION NOTE

United Nations/Thailand/European Space Agency (ESA) Workshop on Space Law

“Activities of States in Outer Space in Light of New Developments: Meeting International Responsibilities and Establishing National Legal and Policy Frameworks”
jointly organized with and hosted by 
the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (GISTDA)

16 to 19 November 2010
Bangkok, Thailand

Background

International and regional cooperation for the peaceful uses of outer space helps to bring the benefits of space technology applications to a wide circle of stake-holders, both governmental and non-governmental, and to intensify and diversify national space programmes. Policy and regulatory frameworks at the national, regional and international level are of paramount importance to provide the necessary basis for States, particularly developing countries, to meet development goals and addressing challenges to sustainable development. In this process, it is necessary to continue to strengthen the inter-linkages between international space law and the conduct of space activities.

Each year, the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution on international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, reaffirms the importance of international cooperation in developing the rule of law, including relevant norms of space law, and urges States that have not yet become parties to the treaties governing the exploration and use of outer space to give consideration to ratifying or acceding to them, as well as incorporating them into their national legislation. National space laws and other regulatory frameworks are necessary for States to implement their obligations under the United Nations treaties and to meet their specific national requirements.
Given the growing number of benefits derived from space science and technology applications, the conduct of space activities by States, intergovernmental and non-governmental entities as well as private sector continues to expand. In developing international and regional space cooperation States should assure that all actors conducting space activities comply with requirements of international space law and that this branch of public international law properly reflects the needs of contemporary space activities. 
The successful implementation and application of the international legal framework governing space activities depends on the understanding and acceptance, by policy- and decision-makers, of the legal framework governing the conduct of space activities. The presence of suitable professionals, particularly in developing countries, that are able to provide legal advice and disseminate information and knowledge relating to space law is therefore dependent on adequate opportunities for education in space law and policy. 

In order to promote the ratification of the five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space and to assist States to build their capacity in space law, the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, together with the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (GISTDA) of Thailand and the European Space Agency (ESA), is organizing a workshop on space law, to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 16 to 19 November 2010 for the benefit of States in Asia and the Pacific region. The workshop, which will be the seventh United Nations Workshop on space law, will provide an overview of the legal regime governing the peaceful uses of outer space, will examine and compare various aspects of existing national space legislation and will consider the current state and ways of enhancing the availability and development of university level studies/programmes in space law.

Preliminary programme of the workshop

The preliminary programme of the Workshop will contain the following objectives: 

(a) to promote understanding, acceptance and implementation of the United Nations treaties and principles on outer space; 

(b) to promote exchange of information on national space legislation and policies for the benefit of professionals involved in national space activities;
(c) to consider trends and challenges to international space law, such as commercialization of space activities and increase of actors involved in space activities; 
(d) to consider development of university level studies and programmes in space law, with a view to promoting national expertise and capability in this field, and

(e) to consider mechanisms for increasing regional cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space.
Sponsorship of the Workshop

The co-sponsors have a limited amount of financial resources available to sponsor travel and living costs of selected participants from countries of the region.
Qualifications for participation and selection of participants

Participants should be at the managerial level and/or have decision-making responsibilities with regard to, or be substantively concerned with, the implementation of international space law, the development of national space policy and legislation and/or provision of education in space law. Participants should come from:

i) Governmental agencies, national legislative bodies and institutions or private industry from countries involved in developing national space laws, establishing space institutions and defining national space policies, as well as Government representatives that are or might potentially be responsible for implementing national space laws;

ii) National and regional higher education institutions with programmes focusing in the fields of space science and technology and/or law, particularly international law.

Participants will be selected jointly by the sponsors of the Workshop from applications submitted to the United Nations. All applicants will be informed on the outcome of the selection process.

Language of the Workshop

Applicants must have a good knowledge of English, which will be the working language of the Workshop. 

Deadline for submission of applications

The completed Application Form (endorsed by the applicant’s agency/organization) should be submitted to the:

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

United Nations Office at Vienna

Vienna International Centre

P.O. Box 500

A-1400 Vienna

Austria

no later than Friday, 10 September 2010.

An advance copy should also be sent by fax to the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (attn. of Mr. Sergiy Negoda, +43 1 26060 5830) and to the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (attn. of Mrs. Soontaree Srisuwan and Ms. Raweewan Nutpramoon, +662 143 9603) or by e-mail to Mr. Sergiy Negoda (Sergiy.Negoda@unvienna.org), Mrs. Soontaree Srisuwan (soontree@gistda.or.th) and Ms. Raweewan Nutpramoon (raweewan@gistda.or.th).
Additional Information

For more information on the Workshop please refer to http://www.unoosa.org or http://conference.gistda.or.th/SLW2010. 
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