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GEO Week 2021
Theme: Accelerating action
Speakers: +250
Total participants: ~1500
Countries: 93
Sessions: +60

Highlights
• Focus on Climate Action, 

Climate and Ocean, Nature-
based Solutions

• Adoption of new engagement 
priority: Resilient Cities and 
Human Settlements

• Creation of Youth Community of 
Practice



GEO Climate Policy and Finance Workshop

Download the full Workshop Report: Outcomes of the GEO 
Climate Policy and Finance Workshop (earthobservations.org)

https://earthobservations.org/geo_blog_obs.php?id=529


• GEO mentioned in the RSO negotiations 
conclusions for the first time since 2007: first 
step towards a GEO mandate with reference 
to partnerships, biosphere observations, EO-
based products, indicators, applications

GEO at COP26

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbsta2021_L05E.pdf


Session 3: Engaging the GEO Community Slide 11

• GEOGLAM experts have worked with the government of Uganda to predict drought and monitor crop failure. Early information 
triggered a disaster risk financing facility and a public works programme to offset agricultural losses which saved millions of 
funds and thousands of households from food insecurity in 2017. Based on this success, EO-based crop monitoring is now an 
operational part of the Ugandan National Early Warning Bulletin.

• GEOGLAM is now building on their co-development experience to develop supplementary technical guidelines for National 
Adaptation Plans (NAPs) to be submitted to UNFCCC. Planned funding (about 170k USD) from UK government to continue 
developing NAP guidance and implementation via in-country workshops in 2022 in African LDCs.

• GEOGLAM NAP Guidance will be blueprint for other GEO Work Programme activities to address multiple challenges and 
sectors for NAPs, such as coastal zones, water management... (tbd) - public-private funding is needed

EO for Adaptation



EO for Mitigation



Indigenous peoples



Engaging public and 
private sector 

Mapping of satellite capabilities to measure
GHG: joint report by GEO, ClimateTRACE, WGIC –
launched at COP26 Earth Information Day

Download the report: earthobservations.org



Report aim and target audience

• Mandate: 2020 Forum on Innovation in Remote 
Sensing Technologies for accelerated climate 
action, sponsored by UK Climate Action Champion 
Nigel Topping, and ex VP Al Gore

• Mapping: To strengthen the understanding 
of how Earth Observations can contribute to 
National GHG Inventories and the Global 
Stocktake, by providing a full picture of currently 
available and upcoming GHG monitoring 
capabilities from space, provided by both public 
and commercial satellite missions

• Target audience: Policy Makers (UNFCCC National 
Focal Points and delegates), and EO Community



Report outline



Development  of  a  comprehensive  database:  publ ic ,  pr ivate  
& hybrid missions for  GHG monitoring from Space

Relevant missions

33 identified missions, most are driven by 
public entities

• Public missions: 21 in total, 13 in orbit and 7 in 
development, 1 completed;

• Private missions: 7 commercial missions, 1 in 
orbit and operational, and 1 in its final trial 
period before being fully operational in orbit;

• Hybrid: 5 missions (all in development) 
with proposed launch dates until the 2040s.

Three GHGs are generally recognised as the critical drivers 
of climate change: carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) 
and nitrous oxide (N2O).



Key messages

Based on these findings, we call for continued cooperation between public and private sector 
to fully maximize complementary capacities and synergies to support policy makers in the 

race to net zero emissions going forward.
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