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Science, Service, Stewardship 
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50 Years Ago:   
First Geostationary Weather Satellite 

Applications Technology Satellite (ATS) - 1 

Launched: December 7, 1966 
Deactivated: December 1, 1978 
Communications mission ended: January 1985 

Dimensions: 
142 cm in diameter 
135 cm long 

Weight: 340 kg 
Resolution:  3km 

Hurricane Monica: September 2, 1971 
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Geostationary Imagery:   
50 Years of Improvements 

Hurricane Camille:  August 1969 

GOES-16:  January 15, 2017 
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GOES-3:  38 Years in Service! 

Mount St. Helens Eruption 
May 18, 1980 

1978-1988:  Weather satellite 
1988-1995:  PEACESAT – Pacific Rim 
1995-2016:  South Pole Communications 

Launched:  June 16, 1978  
Decommissioned: June 29, 2016  
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GOES-16:  Earth in High Definition 

Earth and Moon as seen from GOES-16 Yucatan Peninsula: January 15, 2017 

Dust Off the Coast of Africa:  January 15, 2017 South America:  January 15, 2017 

http://www.noaa.gov/marine-aviation
http://www.noaa.gov/research
http://www.noaa.gov/satellites
http://www.noaa.gov/fisheries
http://www.noaa.gov/oceans-coasts
http://www.noaa.gov/weather
https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/satellites


Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  7 

Advanced Polar Satellite Imagery 

Tropical Cyclone Winston: February 2016 Desert Oasis - Inner Niger Delta:  December 2016 

Alberta Wildfires:  May 2016 African Coastal Dust Cloud:  December 2016 
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Recent and Upcoming Launches 
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Constellation of Earth Observing Satellites 

 
 

http://www.noaa.gov/marine-aviation
http://www.noaa.gov/research
http://www.noaa.gov/satellites
http://www.noaa.gov/fisheries
http://www.noaa.gov/oceans-coasts
http://www.noaa.gov/weather
https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/satellites


Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  10 

Dr. Steven Volz 
NOAA Assistant Administrator for Satellites and 

Information Service 
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