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Chairperson, and Distinguished Delegates

Agenda Item No 15 of the 2024 Scientific  and Technical  Sub-Committee deals with the
examination of the physical nature and technical attributes of the geostationary orbit and its
utilisation and applications, including in the field of space communications, as well as other
questions relating to developments in space communications, taking particular account of
the needs and interests of  developing countries,  without prejudice to the role of  the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (emphasis added). 

Chairperson,  it  is  important  to  emphasise  the  critical  role  of  the  International
Telecommunication Union. For this reason, the Republic of South Africa calls for increased,
amd continuous co-operation between UNOOSA and the ITU.

The Geostationary  Orbit  (GSO) is  a  limited resource,  without  access to  which,  satellite
communication would not be possible. 

The  non-geostationary  orbits  (NGSO)  comprising  the  low-Earth  orbit  (LEO)  and  the
medium-Earth orbit (MEO) are becoming more used. Developing countries, in particular use
NGSO to enter  the space arena,  as these orbits,  particularly  the LEO, is  conducive to
supportling low-cost satellites with short duration missions, such as cubesats.

NGSO is particularly suited to Earth observation applications, and in the near future will be
utilised for direct to mobile device broadband services, which will enable the provision of
such services to areas where there is no terrestrial communication infrastructure. This is an
extremely important issue to developing countries.

Equitable access to the NGSO faces a different challenge to equitable access to the GSO;
namely space debris! 

There are currently more than 23 000 trackable objects larger than 10 cm, 670 000 0bjects
larger than 1 cm and an estimated 170 million objects larther than 1 mm in orbit. At orbital
velocities og more than 50 000 km/hr, cm sized objects can seriously damage or disable a
spacecraft in a collision.

This space debris is as a result of fragments from explosions, the intentional destruction of
space objects, collisions between space objects, and abandonded rocket stages.

We  call  on  all  Copuous  Members  to  adhere  to  the  UNOOSA  Guidelines  on  Space
Sustainability, and for the Working Group on the LTS Guidelines to consider how best to
ensure the sustainability of outer space.

Finally, we call on co-operation between UNOOSA and ITU on this critical issue.

In concluding,  Chairperson;  the rational,  efficient,  economical  and equitable use of  the
GSO is yet to be fully realised and consideration of these princilples to the NGSO is urgently
required. The Republic of South Africa lends its support for continued engagements on this
agenda item.

Thank you 
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