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Introduction to UNOSAT 

• A programme of the United Nations Institute for Training and 

Research (UNITAR) 

 

• Fifteen years of operations 

 

• Fully dedicated to satellite imagery analysis and capacity 

development 

 

 



What do we do? 

 
1. Satellite imagery analysis  

• Natural disasters and risks 
• Conflicts, protection of civilians and cultural heritage 

 
2. Training and capacity development 

 
3. Research and innovation 

 
 



UNOSAT’s offices 



Maps produced (2003-2015) 
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Europe      

38% 

Africa     

25% 

M. East   

6% 
Asia         

25% 
S. A         

6% 

Capacity development – beneficiaries (2006 – 2015) 

Organisational Affiliation 

47%   National authorities 

23%   Academic 

15%   NGOs 

8%     Regional organisations 

7%     UN system  

 Activities 

 Master level training 

 Basic & advanced courses 

 In-country capacity building programmes 

 Workshops and information sharing 

  

814 72%  28% 

Beneficiaries 

8000+ 

Learning events 

Knowledge sharing 

events 



ResEau Chad: Sustainable water management 





Girls in ICT Day with International Telecommunication Union 

Raising awareness on empowering 
and encouraging girls and young 
women to consider studies and 
careers in ICT  
  

“The girls […] really enjoyed it […]. It was a great insight for them 
(and for us) on the application of science and I am sure will go on 
to motivate the girls in their careers.” 
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Cultural Heritage Damage Assessment 







Conclusions 

 
 

• 15 years: From imagery to impact 
 

• UNOSAT knowledge transfer to countries transforms concepts into 
action  
 

• Integrating earth observation into existing structures is key for 
impact on society  
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UNITAR Operational Satellite Application Programme (UNOSAT)  
Contact information: 

www.unitar.org/unosat 

unosat@unitar.org 

T +41 22 767 4020 


