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Some history 



THE INTERNATIONAL 
HELIOPHYSICAL YEAR 

http://ihy.gsfc.nasa/gov 

http://ihy.gsfc.nasa/gov


National and regional  
planning meetings 

• AGU – December 2002 

• UK – December 2003 

• USA – April 2004 

• India – July 2004 

• China – September 2004 

• IHY UN/BSS Science Organizing Committee Planning Meeting – October 
2004 

• Japan – October 2004 

• North America – February 2005 

• EGU – April 2005 

• Asia-Pacific – June 2005 

• GLOBAL – July 2005 (IAGA Assembly) 



Regional planning meeting 
BBC Network 

6-8 June 2005, Bulgaria  

http://www.stil.bas.bg\IHY 



Regional planning meeting 
6-8 June 2005, Sozopol, Bulgaroa 





Main decisions 

• We create the Balkan, Black sea and Caspian sea Regional 
Network for Space Weather Studies  

• The Network will maintain a web site 

• The Network will publish an international refereed scientific 
journal “Sun and Geosphere” 

• The Network will hold regular meetings 

• The Network will promote bilateral and multilateral joint 
research projects and collaborations among member 
countries 

• The Network will coordinate the training of young scientists 
from member countries in different institutes, and the 
popularization of knowledge on solar-terrestrial physics, 
particularly space weather  

 

 

 

 



Web site 



www.bbc-spaceweather.com 

Mitko Danov 



Journal 



www.sungeosphere.org 

Elchin Babayev 

Atila Ozguc 

Mitko Danov 



www.sungeosphere.org 



meetings 



Annual Meeting of the Balkans, Black Sea and Caspian 
Sea Regional Network on Space Weather Studies 

March 30 - April 1, 2006, Manavgat - Antalya, TURKEY 

Sun-Earth Day 



UN/ESA/NASA/JAXA Workshop on  
the International Heliophysical Year 2007 and Basic Space Science  

"First Results from the International Heliophysical Year 2007“ 
 2-6 June 2008, Sozopol, Bulgaria 



IHY  ISWI 

Dragan Rosa 



Other regional meetings 

• Bucharest, ROMANIA, 1 – 5 October 2012 
http://www.geodin.ro/CONFERENCE2012/index.htm  

 

• Sunny Beach, Bulgaria, 2-6 June 2014           

http://ws-sozopol.stil.bas.bg/ 

 

• Athens, Greece, 2-6 November 2015                
http://bbc-sws.astro.noa.gr/  

http://www.geodin.ro/CONFERENCE2012/index.htm
http://bbc-sws.astro.noa.gr/
http://bbc-sws.astro.noa.gr/
http://bbc-sws.astro.noa.gr/


Annual workshops "Solar Influences on the Magnetosphere, 
Ionosphere and Atmosphere“ 

Sunny Beach, Bulgaria, end of May/beginning of June 

http://www.ws-sozopol.stil.bas.bg  



www.ws-sozopol.stil.bas.bg 
end of May/beginning of June 

http://www.ws-sozopol.stil.bas.bg/
http://www.ws-sozopol.stil.bas.bg/
http://www.ws-sozopol.stil.bas.bg/


Joint research projects  
and collaborations 



BBC countries hosting ISWI instruments 

AWESOME: Azerbaijan, Greece, Serbia, Turkey 

CALLISTO: Russia, Ukraine (Bulgaria) 

MAGDAS: Russia 

OMTIs: Russia  

SEVAN: Armenia, Bulgaria, Croatia 

SID: Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, 

Romania, Russia, Serbia, Turkey  

BBC country providing ISWI instrument 

SEVAN: Armenia 



More than 50 joint papers 
 in peer-reviewed journals 

• Solar Physics: Armenia, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Greece, Russia, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine 

• Heliosphere and Cosmic Rays: Armenia, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Russia  

• Magnetospheres: Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, 
Romania, Russia 

• Biosphere: Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Russia 

• Seismicity: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Russia 

 



Joint participation in European projects 

• COST Action “TOSCA” (Towards a more complete assessment 
of the impact of solar variability on the Earth’s climate): 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Romania, Russia 

 

• Maria Curie Project “BlackSeaHazNet” (Complex   Research   
of Earthquake’s Forecasting Possibilities, Seismicity  and  
Climate  Change  Correlations: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Greece, Turkey, Ukraine 

 

• H2020 Project “HESPERIA” (High Energy Solar Particle Events 
Forecasting and Analysis): Greece, Bulgaria, Russia 

 

• COST Action “I love my Sun”:  Turkey, Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia 

  





Other educational and outreach activities 
• Annual young scientist summer schools and conferences in 

Bulgaria, Russia, Ukraine 

• Amateur astronomical organizations and solar observations 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Turkey 

• Popular lectures held in primary and secondary schools, 
astronomical groups and societies and at public observatories. 

• Popular articles in the media  

• Olympiads and competitions 

• Educational sites under BBC web-site, and in the member 
countries 

• Celebrations of Yuri’s night and activities related to the Sun-
Earth day in all member countries 

• Translation and adaptation of educational resources  
 

 

 



RESEARCH-TO-OPERATION 

Research activities in the member countries 

In Appendix in the online version 


