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Chairman: Mr. A. A. Abiodun (Nigeria) 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  Distinguished delegates 
and representatives, good morning to all of you.  This 
morning, the second day of our work, we will continue 
our consideration of agenda item 4.  We will also 
continue our consideration of agenda item 5, Ways and 
Means of Maintaining Outer Space for Peaceful 
Purposes. 
 

And time permitting, we will begin our 
consideration of agenda item 6, Implementation of the 
Recommendations of UNISPACE III. 
 
Attendance by non-members of the Committee 
 
 I would also like to inform the Committee that 
I have received a request from the Government of 
Azerbaijan seeking permission to attend the current 
session of the Committee as an observer.  I, therefore, 
suggest that, in conformity with past practice, we invite 
the representatives of Azerbaijan to attend the current 
session and to address the Committee as appropriate. 
 
 That is, of course, without prejudice to further 
requests of this nature and does not involve any 
decisions of the Committee concerning status.  It is a 
courtesy that we customarily extend to such 
delegations. 
 
 If I see no objections to the application of 
Azerbaijan, I will invite that delegation to take its place 
amongst us this morning. 
 
 It is so decided. 
 
 Azerbaijan may take a seat. 

 
General exchange of views (agenda item 4) 
 
 Distinguished delegates, I would now like to 
continue our consideration of agenda item 4, General 
Exchange of Views. 
 

In that connection, the first speaker on my list 
is the distinguished delegate of France, Ambassador 
Villemur.  Your Excellency, you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. P. VILLEMUR (France) (interpretation 
from French):  Thank you Sir.  Sir, my delegation is 
pleased to participate in this forty-eighth session of our 
Committee which is meeting for the second time under 
your stewardship, characterized both by spirit of 
efficiency and committee(?). 
 
 Firstly, my delegation wishes to inform the 
Committee that a new Multi-Annual Contract between 
France and the National Centre for Space Exploration, 
a space agency, was signed on 26 April.  Its content 
shows the importance which France attaches to the 
peaceful uses of outer space for the benefit of all 
mankind.  Amongst the priorities entrusted, the CNES 
are the development of applications for the public in 
the field of radio-navigation and satellite 
telecommunications, the development of applications 
to promote sustainable development and scientific 
research projects in space and on space.  Also, access 
to space, inter alia, through the consolidation of the 
field of launch vehicles, following the successful 
launch of the heavy version of Ariane-5 on 12 
February, remains an axis where effort is essential. 
 
 It is, first and foremost, in cooperation with its 
European partners that France will continue to work 
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towards these various objectives.  However, these 
priorities will enable us to continue to entertain 
partnerships with most States possessing a space 
agency. 
 
 Sir, my delegation will, at a later stage, at the 
appropriate time, share with you its analysis of the 
results of the last two sessions of the Subcommittee. 
 
 I wish to stress here a few specific highlights. 
 
 The year 2004 ended with the tragedy of the 
tsunami in South-East Asia.  In response, the 
international community mobilized on a massive scale.  
One of the numerous aspects of this mobilization 
consisted in the implementation of space technologies 
within a framework of international cooperation in line 
with the spirit of General Assembly 59/279.  As my 
delegation had informed the Scientific and Technical 
Committee, France participated actively in this field.  
This terrible event showed the importance of the work 
of our Committee within the framework of the follow-
up of UNISPACE III on optimizing space services for 
disaster management needs. 
 
 Secondly, my delegation is pleased by the fact 
that work on mitigation space debris moved forward 
during the course of the last session of the Scientific 
and Technical Subcommittee.  I wish to underscore 
here the effort which we have undertaken on this issue.  
Indeed, Sir, France and its partners in ESA two years 
ago proposed a bold approach to the problem of space 
debris to move towards the elaboration of an 
international instrument.  In the final instance, it was a 
more modest approach which prevailed.  We accepted 
this in a spirit of compromise to avoid seeing our 
Committee paralyzed on such an important issue. 
 
 I would like to voice the hope that the spirit of 
compromise continue to prevail during the course of 
the discussions of the Working Group on Space Debris 
created by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. 
 
 My delegation also continues to follow with 
great interest the work of the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee on the issue of nuclear power sources in 
space.  Our Committee will have to strive for the most 
effective possible cooperation with the IAEA, making 
sure that the different working methods of these two 
organizations not unduly delay the joint work on this 
issue. 
 
 Fifthly, my delegation would like to seize the 
opportunity to highlight the importance of the broadest 
possible promotion of implementation of international 
space law.  The work of the Legal Subcommittee 

aimed at encouraging all the members of the United 
Nations to join the five treaties and the continuation of 
the Plan of Work on Registration are especially 
important.  Indeed, they highlight in an exemplary 
fashion the contribution of our Committee to the 
consolidation of international legal frameworks on 
space activities. 
 
 And finally Sir, the French delegation will, at 
a later stage, present the efforts undertaken by France 
on the topic of “Space and Education”.  On this topic, 
with your indulgence Sir, a youth association will be 
invited to present some of its achievements to our 
Committee. 
 
 Thank you Sir. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  Your Excellency, thank 
you very much for your statement. 
 
 And before I call the next speaker, let me 
congratulate you and your country for the consensus 
view of the Western European and Other Groups on 
Gérard Brachet, as the next Chairman of COPUOS.  
We are anxiously looking forward to receiving him 
when he takes over the Chair next June.  
Congratulations again and thank you for your 
statement. 
 
 The next speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of Algeria, Mr. 
Ouzerouhane.  Sir, it is your turn. 
 
 Mr. M. OUZEROUHANE (Algeria) 
(interpretation from French):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  At the outset, I would like to express the 
Algerian delegation’s satisfaction at seeing you Chair 
our meeting for the second year in a row and I would 
also like to congratulate Libya and Thailand for the 
admission to COPUOS. 
 
 As you know, Mr. Chairman, Algeria hosted, 
from 22 to 26 May 2005, the International Seminar on 
the Use of Space Technologies for Disaster Prevention 
and Management of Natural Disasters.  This important 
meeting was jointly organized by the United Nations, 
the Algerian Space Agency and the European Space 
Agency and it was under the high sponsorship of the 
Republic which bears witness to the significance which 
my country attaches to space as a tool for socio-
economic development and prevention and 
management of natural disasters. 
 
 During the Seminar, there were 47 
presentations, basically revolving around the state of 
knowledge and new applied solutions for using space 
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technologies for the prevention and management of 
main natural disaster risks, such as earthquakes, forest 
fires, floods, desertification and locusts.  Global 
initiatives were also undertaken regarding the 
International Charter, space and natural disasters and 
the constellation of Disaster Monitoring Constellation 
which Algeria belongs to as well, action geared to 
promoting and using space optimally and preventing 
and managing natural disasters, initiatives of the 
United Nations to reduce risks, the role of the private 
sector in integration and development of technology in 
the area of prevention and management of natural 
disasters using space technology. 
 
 These presentations were followed by 
discussions in order to improve and consolidate 
cooperation amongst various agencies in North Africa, 
including the European Space Agency, the Canadian 
and French, to ease integration and increase the use of 
space technology products in the management of 
natural disasters.  And, thus, it was recommended that 
a regional network for coordination of efforts amongst 
the general directorate of Algerian civilian protection 
and these agencies, the Remote Sensing Authority of 
Sudan, worked together in the North African region.  
The main work will revolve around the following 
general areas:  implementing and regional network for 
observation on an ongoing basis using the world 
satellite system, GNSS; integration of a space tool in 
developing a regional map for seismic observations; 
implementing a regional device for early warning using 
technologies of space for the prevention of risks related 
to drought, floods, desertification and locusts; 
implementing a forest fire early warning system 
identification and valuation for fires; establishment of a 
regional map to understand and provide awareness of 
desertification and synergy with projects that are 
already underway, such as the World Food 
Programme, Life, Third Countries, OSS(?), etc.; 
implementation of local pilot projects based on space 
technologies; and development of a regional map 
biotopes for the locust threat. 
 
 Moreover, participants have called for 
strengthening of national capacities in the Sahel 
Region countries to integrate the use of space tools and 
preventing and managing natural disasters, particularly 
through targeted training geared to the region’s context 
using already existing specialized centres and 
structures. 
 
 By way of conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to express our gratitude to the Algerian delegation 
to the Office for Outer Space Affairs and the ESA for 
their contributions to the success of this Seminar. 
 

 Thank you on behalf of Algeria. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished 
representative of Algeria for his statement. 
 
 And the next speaker on my list is His 
Excellency, Ambassador Samodra Sriwidjaja of 
Indonesia.  Sir, you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. T. A. Samodra SRIWIDJAJA 
(Indonesia):  Mr. Chairman, allow me at the outset to 
express my delegation’s pleasure at seeing you 
presiding over the forty-eighth session of the United 
Nations COPUOS.  We are convinced that with your 
expertise and wisdom, you will guide our deliberations 
to a successful conclusion. 
 
 My delegation also expresses its appreciation 
to the Secretariat for the extensive documents it has 
produced to facilitate the work of this Committee. 
 
 The Indonesian delegation would like to 
warmly welcome Thailand and Libya to their first 
COPUOS session.  We believe that discussions in the 
COPUOS will be fruitful and rich and international 
cooperation will be more extensive by the participation 
of both countries. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, Indonesia, as the country most 
strongly affected by the 9-Richter Scale earthquake on 
the floor of the Indian Ocean off the coast of Sumatra 
which triggered the disastrous tsunami on 26 
December 2004, I would like to again extend our 
sincere gratitude to the distinguished delegates to this 
session and to all countries, national, regional and 
international organizations and NGOs, as well as to the 
individual donors who have conveyed their 
condolences and displayed their sympathy and 
remarkable solidarity through countless contributions 
to assist victims in the affected areas in Aceh and other 
parts of the northern tip of Sumatra. 
 
 To respond to this unprecedented natural 
disaster, the Indonesian Government organized special 
sessions of the ASEAN Leader’s Meeting on the 
Aftermath of the Earthquake and Tsunami, in Jakarta, 
on 6 January 2005.  The Jakarta Summit has been 
instrumental in gathering political commitments at the 
highest level, not only to ensure reconstruction efforts 
but also to the disaster management aspects.  The 
Summit has adopted the “Declaration on Action to 
Strengthen Emergency Relief, Rehabilitation, 
Reconstruction and Prevention on the Aftermath of 
Earthquake and Tsunami Disaster of 26 December 
2004”.  It stated, among others, the wholehearted 
commitment of the leaders and participants to the 
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establishment of a regional early warning system, such 
as the Regional Tsunami Early Warning Centre on the 
Indian Ocean and the South-East Asia Region. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, as has been stated on many 
occasion, my delegation would like to reiterate 
Indonesia’s position that, in accordance to the space 
treaties Principles, outer space should be used entirely 
for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of all 
humankind.  In this context, the agenda item 
concerning the ways and mean of maintaining outer 
space for peaceful uses should be considered seriously. 
 
 In accordance to the General Assembly 
resolution A/RES/59/116 2004, particularly paragraph 
35, the deliberations of the item in our current session 
is a matter of priority.  This means that the 
international community is fully concerned of this 
matter and to anticipate international cooperation for 
peaceful uses of outer space is established. 
 
 In such case, it would be very useful for the 
COPUOS to consider the possibility of establishing a 
practical mechanism for coordinating and harmonizing 
its work with that of other related bodies, such as the 
First Committee of the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Conference on Disarmament. 
 
 Moreover, my delegation views that 
international cooperation in space involving more 
countries, particularly developing countries, may 
enhance the use of outer space for peaceful purposes.  
In order to benefit from the sustainability of such 
international cooperation, capacity-building of the 
countries, in particular of the developing ones, in space 
technology and its applications should be considered as 
a priority matter. 
 
 As to the implementation of the 
recommendations of UNISPACE III, in October 2004, 
the fifty-ninth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly agreed to set up an Ad Hoc Expert Group 
composed of experts from interested Member States 
and relevant organizations.  Indonesia supports the 
establishment of the said Ad Hoc Expert Group and 
one expert has participated in the work of this Ad Hoc 
Expert Group.  In this opportunity, my delegation 
would like to appreciate the United Nations Office for 
Outer Space Affairs, most exclusively the Ad Hoc 
Expert Group, for their concerns in regard to another 
earthquake occurred in Nias Island.  Our special 
mention goes to Germany (DLR?) for the support in 
providing the already processed map of the island. 
 
 With regard to the reports of the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee, 

my delegation notes with satisfaction that both 
Subcommittees had made progress in deliberations of 
issues in line with their mandate.  It is of my earnest 
hope that all distinguished delegates in this session will 
continue to engage in genuine negotiations towards 
reaching mutually acceptable solutions by using the 
achievements of both Subcommittees. 
 
 My delegation would like to urge this forty-
eighth session that in discussing solution to issues of 
definition and delimitation of outer space, such 
discussions should be framed in the context of 
clarifying boundaries between air and outer space. 
 
 As to the utilization of the GSO, it is our firm 
view that in light of its sui generis characteristics, 
equitable access to the orbit should be guaranteed for 
all States, taking particular account of the needs and 
interests of developing countries as well as the 
geographical position of certain countries. 
 
 On the subject of the considering the 
possibility of the United Nations serving as 
Supervisory Authority under the future Protocol, the 
Indian delegation noted that a consensus on such a role 
has not been reached so far, to which, therefore, serious 
consideration should be given to alternative solutions. 
 
 We also look forward to the discussions on 
“Space Tools for Education” in the second year of the 
three-year Work Plan of the agenda item “Space and 
Society”.  My delegation has special attention and 
hopes that deliberations on “Space Tools for 
Education” would take place progressively in this 
session, as results coming up from such deliberations 
would be very useful for the development of human 
resources in space-related areas in developing 
countries. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, in addition, Indonesia will 
launch Telkom-2 satellite on 25 June 2005 onboard an 
Ariane rocket originating from Kourou, French 
Guyana.  The Telkom-2 satellite, which replaced 
Palapa-B4, will enter a geostationary orbit.  Our hope 
remains that the coverage area it will perform from the 
South-East Asia and the Indian subcontinent will be of 
the benefit of all in the region. 
 
 Indonesia realizes that cooperation with 
countries of huge capabilities in space technology will 
accelerate its mastery on space technology.  In the 
future, Indonesia will continue to widen its cooperation 
with other countries based on the principles of mutual 
benefits and peaceful purposes. 
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 To conclude, Mr. Chairman, I assure you of 
my delegation’s full cooperation with a view to 
bringing about a successful and productive session. 
 
 I thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I wish to thank the 
Ambassador of Indonesia for his statement. 
 
 And I take this opportunity to invite Dr. Nair 
and the Chairman of the Indian Space Research 
Organization, to address the Committee.  You have the 
floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. G. MADHAVAN NAIR (India):  Thank 
you Mr. Chairman.  The Indian delegation joins others 
in appreciating the presence of His Excellency Jean 
Ping, the President of the fifty-ninth session of the 
United Nations General Assembly at the opening of 
our session and his exceptionally broad perspective of 
space for humankind given by His Excellency is 
widely appreciated. 
 
 In this crucial year when the United Nations is 
set to _____________________ (not clear), one can 
very(?) serious(?) satisfaction that the work 
accomplished by the United Nations COPUOS on 
different subjects like space has been very positive. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, the Indian delegation is 
pleased to see you in the Chair guiding the 
deliberations of the forty-eighth session of COPUOS.  
We are sure that your expertise and your intense 
involvement in the past with the United Nations 
COPUOS will help to achieve substantial progressing 
enhancing international cooperation in this session. 
 
 We welcome the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and 
Thailand as new members of the COPUOS and wish 
that their participation will enrich further our work in 
the Committee.  We also look forward to the 
presentation by Dr. Karl Doetsch of Canada on the way 
ahead for the work of the Committee. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, we are meeting in the 
aftermath of the Asian tsunami disaster which occurred 
in the last week of December 2004.  The disaster 
caused a great loss of life and property in Asian 
countries, with Indonesia taking the brunt of the 
disaster.  As a country which also suffered 
considerable loss of life and property, India conveys its 
deepest condolences to all the countries whose people 
were devastated by this disaster.  We would like to 
inform the Committee that IRS imageries and INSAT-
based communications and tele-medicine services were 
used extensively in the post-disaster relief operations 

within India.  We also made available the IRS images 
and derived information to the neighbouring countries 
for the post-disaster relief activities.  As a member of 
the International Charter on Space and Major Disasters, 
ISRO took an active part in the activities of the Charter 
in providing the required remote sensing data and 
assessment support to the countries concerned. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, COPUOS had been the focus 
of international cooperation in the space field and had 
enthused many countries in the past to take up space 
applications programmes.  Organizing the UNISPACE 
III and follow-on implementation of its 
recommendations raised the expectations of many 
countries in deriving benefits from the space-systems-
based services.  The application of space systems for 
national development is a route for all developing 
countries to achieve progress.  Maintenance and further 
enhancement of international cooperation in the space 
field is essential to meet such aspirations of the 
developing countries. 
 
 Our deliberations on various agenda items 
should encourage all countries to exploit outer space 
for peaceful purposes and also to contribute towards 
capacity-building in developing countries for gainful 
utilization of space applications programmes in their 
own countries. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, let me briefly mention some of 
the important achievements of the Indian Space 
Programme since our last session in June 2004. 
 
 The first operational launch of 
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle, GSLV, was 
successfully carried out on 20 September 2004.  GSLV 
orbited the communication satellite GSAT-3, weighing 
1,960 kilogrammes, very precisely into its intended 
Geostationary Transfer Orbit.  With this launch, GSLV 
was successful in all its three launches so far.  The 
satellite was named as EDUSAT and it is exclusively 
meant to support satellite-based educational networks 
across the country.  The satellite carries six 
transponders in Ku-band with one national and five 
regional beams and six transponders in Extended C-
band with the national beam coverage. 
 
 The ninth launch of India’s Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle, PSLV, was successfully carried out 
from Satish Dhawan Space Centre-SHAR on 5 May 
2005.  The Launch Vehicle orbited the remote sensing 
satellite meant for cartography applications, 
CARTOSAT-1, and an auxiliary satellite HAMSAT 
into polar sun synchronous orbit at an altitude of 620 
kilometres with high precision.  The present launch 
was the eighth success in a row for the Launch Vehicle 
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PSLV.  The satellite CARTOSAT-1 is the heaviest 
remote sensing satellite launched by ISRO so far and it 
weighed 1,560 kilogrammes at lift-off.  The satellite 
has two panchromatic cameras onboard with 2.5 metres 
spatial resolution and a swath of 30 kilometres.  The 
cameras are configured to obtain three dimensional 
stereoscopic images after processing.  The auxiliary 
satellite HAMSAT was built by ISRO as a contribution 
to the International Amateur Radio Operators.  One of 
the transponders in the HAMSAT was developed by a 
university study in The Netherlands. 
 
 ISRO is actively pursuing, in addition to the 
Remote Sensing Applications Programme, three new 
space applications programmes, namely Space-
Systems-Based Tele-Education, Space-Systems-Based 
Tele-Medicine and Village Resource Centres. 
 
 A large number of satellite-based educational 
networks are being commissioned using EDUSAT. 
 
 Tele-medicine projects were further expanded 
in the last one year and today cover 113 hospitals with 
88 district and rural hospitals in the remote areas 
connected to 25 super-speciality hospitals in the major 
cities.  More than 50,000 consultations had taken place 
using these tele-medicine projects.  The financing of 
these projects and regular operation of the networks are 
being carried out by the concerned State Governments. 
 
 The pilot project on the Village Resource 
Centres was inaugurated by our Indian Prime Minister 
in October 2004.  The Village Resource Centres will be 
based on interactive VSAT-based networks with the 
possibility of deriving connectivity and enabling 
various services needed at the local level in rural areas.  
The whole system will be operated with the help of 
professional NGOs in an entrepreneurial atmosphere. 
 
 Many applications using data from remote 
sensing satellites and meteorological satellites have 
reached operational stage in India.  The major remote 
sensing data applications include crop acreage and 
production estimate, groundwater prospects mapping, 
forecasting of potential fishery zones, creating national 
inventory on wastelands, and watershed development 
projects.  A cartographic application programme will 
get a fillip with the recent launch of the CARTOSAT-1 
satellite. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, international cooperation is an 
important segment of the Indian Space Programme.  
ISRO has many Cooperation Agreements with other 
countries and space agencies at a bilateral level and 
actively contributes to the multilateral cooperation. 
 

 The Centre for Space Science and Technology 
Education for the Asia and Pacific Region, affiliated to 
the United Nations and operating from India, continues 
to make good progress.  The Centre so far carried out 
18 post-graduate programmes with a duration of nine 
months and three are currently ongoing.  In addition, it 
organized a number of short-term courses and 
workshops.  Six hundred and twenty-two scholars of 
46 countries from the Asia-Pacific region and from 
outside of the region got benefited from the educational 
activities of the Centre so far.  We are happy to inform 
the Committee that the Centre will complete 10 years 
in November 2005 since its establishment in 1995.  
Over this decade, the Government of India, through 
ISRO, spent about $5 million in creating the 
infrastructure for the United Nations Centre at 
Dehradun and Ahmedabad in India.  The Centre is 
supported by India with a recurring expenditure of $1 
million per year both in kind and different grants-in aid 
for the regular activities of the Centre. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, during the recent visit of the 
President of India to the African Union countries, a 
package was announced for the effective utilization of 
India’s expertise in tele-medicine, tele-education and 
remote sensing applications for the development of 
various African countries. 
 
 The India-USA Conference on Space Science, 
Applications and Commerce was held in Bangalore 
during June 2004.  The objectives of this Conference 
was to strengthen and expand the cooperation between 
India and the United States of America in the field of 
space science and applications as well as related 
commercial activities.  Five hundred and fifty delegates 
attended this Conference. 
 
 The tenth session of the Inter-Governmental 
Consultative Committee on the Regional Space 
Applications Programme, RESAP, was held in 
Bangalore during October 2004 by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific, that is UNESCAP. 
 
 ISRO signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the French Space Agency, CNES, 
for progressing the development and launch of a 
climate research satellite, named MEGHA-
TROPIQUES. 
 
India had signed a new Cooperation Agreement with 
Russia covering another 10 years of cooperation.  An 
Agreement to cooperate with Russia in its GLONASS 
Programme had also been signed at the same time. 
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 ISRO and the Italian Space Agency, ASI, 
signed a new Cooperation Agreement in February 2005 
covering space science and technology and their 
applications. 
 
 A Memorandum of Understanding on 
Cooperation in Space Science and Technology was 
signed between the Department of Space of the 
Government of India and the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Venezuela, in March 2005. 
 
 India and Ukraine signed very recently a new 
Agreement, covering 10 years, to cooperate in peaceful 
uses of outer space. 
 
 The Sixth International Lunar Conference was 
organized at Udaipur in India during the last week of 
November 2004 to discuss current results on lunar 
science including questions regarding its origin and 
resources.  India’s Chandrayan-I Moon mission drew 
attention of all participants of this Conference. 
 
 The International Tele-Medicine Conference 
was organized during 17 to 19 March 2005 at 
Bangalore.  ISRO organized this Conference along 
with the Departments of Information Technology, 
Science and Technology, Health and Family Welfare, 
and the Ministry of Rural Development.  Over 500 
delegates, including 40 delegates from foreign 
countries attended this Conference.  Thirty-six invited 
lectures and 66 technical papers were delivered by 
national and international experts in this Conference. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, ISRO celebrated on 4 to 10 
October 2004 as the World Space Week.  The public 
outreach programmes organized on this occasion 
covered competitions for school and college students 
on the subjects of space and special popular lectures on 
the recent developments of space and their benefits to 
society. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, space applications have 
tremendous potential for advancing the national 
development in the developing countries.  The remote 
sensing applications and the applications involving 
communications satellites, like tele-medicine, tele-
education, have vast potential to benefit all countries, 
especially the developing ones. 
 
 Our deliberations in the United Nations 
COPUOS should encourage the utilization of space 
assets for national development.  International 
cooperation towards these goals should be the overall 
objective for our Committee. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

 
 The CHAIRMAN:  Dr. Nair, thank you very 
much for your contribution on behalf of India and, on 
behalf of the Committee, let me say that we are looking 
forward to your exhibition which comes up later this 
afternoon.  So I thank you for your statement. 
 
 The next speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of Poland, Mr. Zielinski.  
Mr. Zielinski, you have the floor please. 
 
 Mr. J. ZIELINSKI (Poland):  Thank you.  
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, on behalf of the 
delegation of Poland, let me express our high 
appreciation of the activity conducted during the last 
year by this Committee under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Adigun Abiodun and by the Office for Outer Space 
Affairs, led by Dr. Sergio Camacho. 
 
 Poland supports the United Nations activity 
devoted to the research and peaceful use of space.  In 
particular, we are interested and committed to the 
action addressing problems of the satellite navigation.  
We welcome creation of the International Committee 
on Global Satellite Navigation Systems, ICG, and we 
consider it as a significant achievement of this 
Committee.  We believe ICG will improve servicing of 
the mankind by space systems. 
 
 In Poland, we are working on practical aspects 
of the satellite navigation.  The GPS system is wide in 
use, while preparations for Galileo are intensely 
conducted.  Let me mention the national time scale for 
Poland, based on 10 atomic clocks of different 
institutes, prepared and maintained for the needs of the 
future Galileo system.  The EGNOS station in Warsaw 
demonstrates as well our contribution to Galileo.  A 
number of applications focused on the maritime, aerial 
and land transportation, as well as for environment 
protection, agriculture or surveying and mapping are in 
development.  A series of conferences devoted to 
Galileo is organized.  The next one, the Workshop on 
EGNOS Performance and Application, will be held in 
Gdynia, 27 to 28 October this year.  You are cordially 
invited. 
 
 In general, Poland is very interested in Earth-
oriented space applications.  An Earth observation 
programme is addressing a wide range of problems:  
geological prospecting, mapping, water resources, 
forest protection, agriculture, etc.  Last year brought 
the opening of the new satellite data station using high-
resolution ICONOS satellite images.  The station is 
located in Komorowo in the north of Poland.  The 
range of the data collection is the area with a radius 
circa 3,000 kilometres and covers almost the entire 
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Europe.  The full exploitation of capabilities of these 
data is still open but it will introduce tremendous 
progress in all domains of the Earth imaging 
application. 
 
 The GMES project, sponsored by the 
European Union, is, in Poland, widely publicized and 
national and international networks for GMES are 
organized. 
 
 In the field of space exploration, our effort 
concentrates on participation in ESA missions, on the 
basis of the Agreement on Cooperation.  Our 
instruments are flying onboard of satellites and probes 
Integral, Rosetta, Mars Express and in the capsule 
Huygens, landing on Titan.  In particular, this last 
event was exceptionally exciting because the 
instrumentation devoted to the measurement of the 
temperature and pressure on Titan ravelled over seven 
years in space but was expected to work perfectly 
during a few moments during and after the landing.  
And it did.  Our team from the Polish Academy of 
Sciences collaborated closely in this experiment with 
the United Kingdom University of Kent and with other 
partners of ESA. 
 
 There are plans to join future missions, Venus 
Express and BepiColombo, in collaboration with 
Italian and German groups. 
 
 But we hope to enhance our collaboration 
with ESA, using the Programme for Cooperating 
States, PECS.  The Government of Poland addressed a 
Letter of Intention to the General Director of ESA and 
we expect that the process of negotiations will start 
very soon. 
 
 Besides ESA, Poland cooperates with space-
faring countries, like France, mission Demeter, and 
Russia, missions Koronas, Interball. 
 
 In concluding, I would like to express on 
behalf of the delegation of Poland and of the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Poland to the 
United Nations Vienna, our sincere thanks to Dr. 
Abiodun for his long-time service to this Committee 
and his exceptionally effective leadership that helped 
to achieve remarkable results in endowing the world 
space policy. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you Mr. Zielinski 
of Poland for your contribution. 
 

 And the next speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of Cuba, Ms. Palacios.  
Madam, you have the floor. 
 
 Ms. L. PALACIOS (Cuba) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. 
Chairman, the Cuban delegation wishes to express its 
satisfaction in having once again your skilled 
stewardship of the Committee.  And we would further 
like to express our conviction that the work of this 
session, due to your experience, will be crowned with 
success. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
authorities of the Office for Outer Space Affairs and, 
most particularly, Mr. Sergio Camacho, its Director, 
for their efforts in organizing this important event. 
 
 We are pleased to welcome Libya and 
Thailand as new members of COPUOS with the 
certainty that their very worthy cooperation will 
contribute to the work of the Committee. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, the Republic of Cuba endorses 
the statement of GRULAC and wishes to acknowledge 
the very serious efforts undertaken in the region by the 
Colombia authorities, as Pro Tempore Secretariat of 
the Fourth Conference of the Americas.  We are further 
pleased to note the future organization on the part of 
Ecuador of the Fifth Conference of the Americas and 
the support provided to Ecuador by Chile in hosting the 
preparatory of this event. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, my country has some modest 
experience in the area of research and investigation in 
space applications which it would like to continue 
using for development purposes, despite the economic 
limitations which currently prevail in my country due 
to unilateral economic measures. 
 
 In recent years, my country has suffered the 
impact of two devastating hurricanes in addition to a 
very strong drought and this is why the Government 
has placed the highest priority on this situation and has 
continued with efforts to prevent and mitigate the 
effects of natural disasters and to protect the 
environment. 
 
 Meteorological predictions empowered by the 
use of satellite technology and organizational measures 
for evacuation for preventative purposes for our 
civilian defence have achieved the protection of our 
people in natural disaster situations and we believe that 
this is a success, despite two significant economic 
losses which have been caused by these disasters. 
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 Mr. Chairman, I would like to highlight here 
that remote sensing is also being used in various 
branches of the economy, thus using the study of 
natural resources and the protection of the environment 
as priorities in this area.  We would also like to 
highlight that my country has continued with space 
astronomic and geo-physic research, particularly in 
fields related to soil studies, the magneto(?) sphere, the 
ionosphere and near-Earth objects.  At this time, every 
effort is being made with regard to special 
programming on television in Cuba with two channels 
having television programmes broadcasting on the 
issue of space in order to broaden our peoples 
knowledge of space and also to provide astronomy 
courses which have been very well received by our 
young people. 
 
 We could not conclude our remarks without 
highlighting the importance of COPUOS in promoting 
the use of outer space for exclusively peaceful 
purposes, given the threat that the militarization of 
space continues to pose to us.  Likewise, space 
continues to be of vital importance to the future 
sustainable development of our nations and it is, thus, 
necessary to extend the benefits of space to all nations, 
particularly to the least developed. 
 
 Thank you Sir. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you Ms. Palacios 
for your statement on behalf of Cuba. 
 
 And the next speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of Canada, Mr. Doug 
Aldworth.  But Sir, before you speak, give me one 
minute to alert the house that we will listen this 
morning to Dr. Karl Doetsch on our invitation to him 
to make a special presentation on the scientific and 
technical aspects of the work of the Committee and the 
way forward.  Accordingly, I am requesting all of you 
to stay glued to your seats.  Do not go anywhere. 
 
 But please note the speaker is the 
distinguished representative Mr. Doug Aldworth.  You 
have the floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. D. ALDWORTH (Canada):  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman.  I was gratified to have been asked to 
head the Canadian delegation to the United Nations 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.  This 
Committee has firmly established itself as one which 
pragmatically addresses issues that help to keep the 
benefits of space accessible to all countries.  The 
efforts of COPUOS members should evolve and 
expand in order to ensure that the increasing number of 
nations involved in space co-exist in space peacefully 

there.  There is every reason to think that with hard 
work and the commitment of its members, COPUOS 
will continue to be successful in its endeavours. 
 
 Canada’s goal is to support the ongoing access 
to and use of space by all nations for peaceful 
purposes.  Space provides benefits across a wide range 
of sectors and represents an increasingly valuable 
resource that must be protected. 
 
 COPUOS is well placed to safeguard these 
benefits.  It provides an essential world forum to the 
many smaller nations which are becoming involved in 
space and in doing so has opened eyes to the many 
benefits space can provide for developing as well as 
developed nations.  COPUOS achieves results and all 
members should share the credit for enabling this good 
work. 
 
 Given Canada’s strong reliance on the many 
benefits received from outer space, w will actively 
support COPUOS activities to secure the continued 
access to outer space by all nations for peaceful 
purposes.  In this regard, Canada would also call for 
the establishment of “crosswalks” between the space-
related work of the First and Fourth Committees of the 
General Assembly.  Likewise, the United Nations 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and 
the Conference on Disarmament must work together 
more closely in areas where outer space is involved.  
Exchange of information is essential to address this 
increasingly critical area of multilateral interest. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, I would also like to note the 
fortieth anniversary of the Outer Space Treaty, fast 
approaching in 2007.  Given the importance of this 
“Magna Carta of Space” to the conduct of COPUOS, 
we should, as a special initiative, renew our collective 
efforts to encourage States that have not ratified the 
Treaty to do so before 2007.  I would further note in 
this regard the remark made last September, in his 
address to the General Assembly, by Canada’s Prime 
Minister, the Right Honourable Paul Martin, calling for 
the extension of the  1967 Outer Space Treaty’s ban on 
weapons of mass destruction to include all weapons 
based in space.  As Canada’s Foreign Minister, the 
Honourable Pierre Pettigrew, has stated, “The 
Conference on Disarmament remains our preferred 
forum to take this work forward, but if it is unable to 
include this subject in a Program of Work and start 
implementing it soon, we and others will have to look 
elsewhere.  Outer space may be infinite, our patience is 
not.” 
 
 Mr. Chairman, Canada is pleased with the 
progress achieved by the Scientific and Technical 
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Subcommittee this year on the mitigation of orbital 
debris which was made at the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee this year, and in particular on the Plan 
of Work that is being recommended to this Committee 
by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.  While 
it does not immediately meet the preferences of all 
participating States, there is no doubt that the 
consensus achieved by Working Group members on 
the Plan of Action was a major step forward.  Indeed, 
the planned intersessional meetings will begin here in 
Vienna next week under the able chairmanship of Mr. 
Claudio Portelli of Italy.  The COPUOS guidelines 
which will be recommended will be based on the 
excellent work of the IADC but will be less technical, 
more high level, and will lay the basis for appropriate 
national mechanisms to control and eventually 
eliminate debris produced by space operations.  It is the 
Working Group’s intention that the guidelines will be 
recommended for approval in time for the 2007 session 
of the United Nations General Assembly. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, Canada hosted the fifty-
seventh International Astronautical Congress at the 
World Trade Center in Vancouver, British Colombia, 
in October last year.  We would like to thank those 
COPUOS members who attended for contributing to its 
great success. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, Canada is pleased to report on 
a number of important events from the Canadian space 
programme. 
 
 Canada is leading the Multinational Andean 
Project:  Geoscience for Andean Communities, MAP-
GAC.  MAP-GAC is a partnership between the Earth 
Sciences Sector of Natural Resources Canada, 
Canadian industry and the Andean nations of 
Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru 
and Venezuela.  MAP-GAC’s goal is to contribute to 
improving the quality of life for Andean peoples by 
reducing the negative impact of earthquakes, landslides 
and volcanoes.  ESS and its partners are achieving this 
goal by providing updated and integrated geoscience 
and geospatial information for land-use planning and 
natural hazard mitigation.  Providing this information 
requires the transfer of Canadian technology and 
expertise in geoscience and geomatics, remote sensing, 
etc., to Andean nations through field courses, 
fieldwork, workshops and conferences. 
 
 Multinational activities to promote the sharing 
and dissemination of knowledge between countries are 
also taking place, including the design of public 
information packages on natural hazards and the 
creation of regional natural hazard maps. 
 

 Mr. Chairman, the Canadian Space Agency, 
along with RADARSAT International Incorporated, 
the global leader in commercial data transmitted by 
RADARSAT-1, have agreed to provide the organizers 
of the Vendée Globe Challenge with satellite images to 
assist navigators in staying clear of drifting ice.  The 
Vendée Globe is one of the most respected sporting 
events in the sailing community. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, the Canadian Space Agency 
also participated in a seminar organized by the Office 
for Outer Space Affairs, the European and Algerian 
Space Agencies on the “Use of Space Technology for 
Disaster Management:  Prevention and Management of 
Natural Disaster” in Algiers, Algeria, from 22 to 26 
May 2005.  Again, with Natural Resources Canada, the 
Canadian Space Agency is planning to attend 
AfricaGIS 2005 in Pretoria from 31 October to 4 
November 2005.  Under the ESA TIGER initiative, 
CSA is currently funding five projects in four African 
countries, two in Burkina Faso, one in Ghana, one in 
Kenya and one in Egypt.  We will provide more details 
on TIGER projects under the topic of Space and Water. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, we would like to thank Dr. 
Karl Doetsch for agreeing to apply the depth of his 
experience to suggest future scientific and technical 
activities for COPUOS at this plenary.  We look 
forward to examining and discussing his paper.  We 
would once again like to commend him for his 
substantial service to COPUOS, most recently as Chair 
of the COPUOS Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee. 
 
 In conclusion, Canada would like to offer its 
continued support to the work of this Committee to 
ensure a successful meeting under your able 
chairmanship and continuing with Mr. Gérard Brachet 
next year.  The Committee has before it a full agenda 
for this year.  The Canadian delegation will be 
speaking on different agenda items over the course of 
this session, in particular in UNISPACE III in agenda 
item 6, space debris in agenda item 7, space and water 
under agenda item 8 and new areas and mechanisms of 
international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer 
space in agenda item 13. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished 
representative of Canada for his statement. 
 
 And before I continue, I would like to draw 
the attention of all delegates to the walls of this 
Conference Room in respect of cellular phones.  I wish 
that could be respected please.  Your cellular phone has 
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many capabilities.  You can put it on vibration without 
any sound.  Please let us respect this Committee. 
 
 The next speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of Pakistan, Mr. Siraj.  Sir, 
you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. A. H. SIRAJ (Pakistan):  Mr. Chairman, 
let me express my delegation’s deep appreciation of the 
excellent work done by the Committee under your able 
chairmanship.  I also take this opportunity to thank Mr. 
Jean Ping, President of the General Assembly, for 
having graced this opening session.  It is testimony of 
his personal interest in the affairs of COPUOS.  We are 
happy to note that Libya and Thailand have decided to 
join COPUOS.  We welcome them and assure them of 
our support and cooperation. 
 
 The Scientific and Technical and Legal 
Subcommittees have done substantive work on the 
various agenda items, for which we congratulate them. 
 
 Our Government is committed to the peaceful 
uses of outer space.  It supports all efforts and 
initiatives which will prevent the militarization and 
weaponization of space and considers outer space as 
the common heritage of mankind.  It is only through 
commitment to its peaceful uses that cooperation in the 
optimum utilization of space resources for the common 
good of mankind is possible and practicable.  To 
further the objective of promoting the peaceful uses of 
space, it is also essential that the limited resources of 
space, like the geostationary orbital positions, are 
equitably shared and a mechanism be found such that 
the current technologically and economically weak 
nations are not denied these resources now or in the 
future. 
 
 Pakistan has been cooperating both regionally 
and internationally in a variety of training programmes.  
One such programme was the United Nations/Pakistan 
Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission 
Regional Workshop on Monitoring and Protection of 
the Natural Environment:  Educational Needs and 
Experience Gained from United Nations/Sweden 
International Training Courses on Remote Sensing 
Education for Educators, held in Islamabad from 30 
August to 4 September 2004. 
 
 In the last one year, considerable work has 
been done in Pakistan in the realm of applications of 
space science and technology for the socio-economic 
development of the country.  Concurrently, must effort 
has also been expended and encouraging results have 
been achieved in promoting awareness of the benefits 

of space science and technology among users and 
stakeholders, particularly in government departments. 
 
 Pakistan has a satellite Ground Station near 
Islamabad which has been receiving data from Landsat 
and Spot satellites since 1990.  The Station has now 
been upgraded to receive Spot-5 data.  We have 
undertaken a number of pilot projects for government 
departments and for other users in the private sector to 
demonstrate how high-resolution remote sensing data 
and geographic information systems can help increase 
efficiency and reduce cost and time in a variety of 
applications.  These pilot projects have been very 
effective in convincing potential users of the usefulness 
of space technologies and their applications.  The areas 
in which pilot projects were carried out and from 
which the users have started to benefit from space 
applications include the highways department, town 
planners, environmental department, oil and gas 
distribution agencies, forest department and agriculture 
department, etc.  Some of the projects under taken in 
the last one year include: 
 
 Mapping of coastal mangrove forests using 
satellite imagery; 
 
 Pakistan has been facing the twin problems of 
water logging and salinity for several year.  Canals 
were drug to drain water from these areas into the sea.  
It is generally accepted that these drains have 
themselves become the cause of other problems.  
Multi-date satellite imagery has been used for the 
assessment of environmental impacts of these canals; 
 
 High-resolution satellite imagery has also 
been used for making an inventory of water courses 
and developing GIS databases to develop an online 
monitoring system; 
 
 Development of national land-use maps; and 
 
 Development of GPS-based vehicle tracking 
system. 
 
 Widespread and thick fog has been occurring 
over large parts of the South Asian subcontinent for the 
last few years covering an area stretching 
approximately 1,500 kilometres from eastern India to 
Pakistan.  It thoroughly disrupts normal life in the 
affect region.  In Pakistan, several commercial flights 
are affected and some are cancelled.  Rail traffic is also 
affected.  Losses to economy are estimated to be in 
billion of Rupees.  Satellite data show that the 
incidence, severity and duration of fog are increasing 
every year.  We are undertaking a study to identify the 
source, causes and effects of the fog. 
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 For the future, Mr. Chairman, recognizing the 
growing importance and widespread use of Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems in almost all facets of life, 
in particular precision agriculture and safety of life 
applications, we wish to concentrate on maximizing the 
use of GNSS.  Agriculture is the mainstay of Pakistan’s 
economy.  The area under crop cover, the type of crops 
and their yield are currently determined through 
antiquated and unreliable methods.  We intend to use 
satellite remote sensing data for precision agriculture.  
A pilot study is already underway for the Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture to determine the area under 
different crops, the yields of each type of crop and 
possibly early detection of crop diseases. 
 
 Pakistan is water deficient country.  There is 
not only dire need for better management of existing 
water resources but also for finding and exploiting new 
resources, particularly underground sources in vast 
desert areas of Baluchistan and Sindh.  We intend to 
develop our ability to contribute meaningfully in this 
area.  In order to better manage the existing water 
resources, the Government has embarked upon a major 
programme of brick lining the vast network of canals 
and minor distributaries running into thousands of 
kilometres.  We are already working with a provincial 
irrigation department to do a pilot study. 
 
 Realizing the importance of remote sensing 
data and their myriad applications, the Government has 
decided, in principle, to launch a remote sensing 
satellite for which a feasibility study and system 
definition study are in progress. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, in order to connect people 
across the country and also to realize the benefits of the 
Internet, tele-medicine and tele-education, Pakistan 
needs a communication satellite urgently.  We are 
currently carrying out the feasibility and system 
definition study of such a satellite.  If all goes well, we 
plan to launch these remote sensing and 
communication satellites in about the next three years. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman and distinguished 
delegates for your attention. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you Mr. Siraj of 
Pakistan for your statement. 
 
 And I now invite Ms. Rosa de Arellano, the 
distinguished representative of the International 
Astronautical Federation to address us.  Madam, you 
have the floor. 
 

 Ms. R. RAMIREZ DE ARELLANO 
(International Astronautical Federation):  Mr. 
President, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of, and as 
the representative of the President of the International 
Astronautical Federation, Mr. ____________________ 
(not clear), I am pleased to greet you cordially and 
congratulate you most sincerely on the conduct and 
success of the work carried in this meeting. 
 
 The IAF is an international association of 
space agencies, companies, professionals, societies and 
universities.  Over 150 Federation members come from 
45 countries around the world.  We promote the 
exchange of information and use of space(?) 
knowledge for world research and practical 
application.  Through these exchanges we encourage 
our member organization to cooperate in the pursuit of 
their space objectives. 
 
 We have pointed out on previous 
opportunities that the COPUOS provides an excellent 
forum for the analysis and study of the three aspects of 
space activities, technical, scientific and legal.  
Therefore, the participation of the Federation within 
the COPUOS Scientific and Technical Subcommittee 
and the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee remain constant 
______________________ (not clear).  This 
symposium __________ (not clear) regularly carry out 
within the above-mentioned Subcommittees with the 
participation of and ________________ (not clear) 
with COSPAR, the European Centre of Space Law and 
the International Institute of Space, along with 
invaluable support from the Office for Outer Space 
Affairs. 
 
 The President of the Federation, through me, 
reiterates our Federation’s commitment to participate 
actively in this Committee and the above-mentioned 
Subcommittees.  We are fully convinced of the 
importance of the benefits that can be achieved through 
this work(?). 
 
 Mr. President, the Federation also promotes 
space activities through the International Astronautical 
Congresses that are held annually and organized in 
cooperation with the International Academy of 
Astronautics and the International Institute of Space 
Law.  This year, the fifty-fifth Congress will be held in 
Fukuoka, Japan, from 17 to 21 October.  The President 
of our Federation would like to encourage you to join 
us at this very important global event that will gather 
senior space officials _______________ (not clear), 
scientific and engineers as well as students and join 
space professionals from most of the space-faring 
nations of the world. 
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 We would also like to note that the IAF is 
working closely with the United Nations Office for 
Outer Space Affairs in the organizing of the fifteenth in 
a series of space workshops for representatives of 
developing countries.  This year’s workshop will be 
held in Kitakyushu, Japan, close(?) to the International 
Astronautical Congress site(?) in Fukuoka and will 
concentrate on space education for sustainable 
development. 
 
 Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we are 
looking forward to working closely with you during the 
coming year and to seeing all of you during the next 
International Astronautical Congress in Japan. 
 
 Thank you very much Mr. President. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank Ms. Arellano for 
your statement on behalf of the IAF. 
 
 I now give the floor to Ambassador Gonzalez 
on behalf of Chile to address the Committee. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZALEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Mr. Chairman, I will 
make a few comments regarding the statements we 
were privileged to hear this morning.  You obviously 
did not notice me but I did wish to speak.  I will 
underscore the fact.  I think it is useful, given that it is 
tradition here, tradition which stretches back a good 
few years, that this agenda item, General Exchange of 
Views, should achieve its objective, it should be a 
debate, an exchange of views.  In the general exchange 
of views, every State expresses its point of view. 
 
 I get the impression that I can associate 
myself with a number of comments which we have 
heard this morning.  I was under the impression that we 
heard a number of very interesting things.  I did not 
take note of all of them in the right order but I would 
first like to refer to the statement made by Cuba which 
includes extremely interesting elements and we would 
like to associate ourselves with these points of view.  
By way of example, the meeting of the Fourth 
Conference of the Americas, which took place recently 
and the congratulations addressed to the Provisional 
Secretariat.  I think this is extremely important, even 
since a few years have past since this Conference 
which took place in 2002(?).  In 2004, in Chile, within 
the framework of the International Forum on Outer 
Space which was organized in Santiago, we addressed 
a number of important issues which were debated, 
upon which there was an exchange of views, of 
opinions.  Today, two billion individuals have 
insufficient access to drinking water.  This is why this 
is an extremely important topic, along with the issue of 

energy.  Energy is extremely important today and for 
developing States it is of capital importance. 
 

One of the most useful instruments here is the 
utilization of satellite technology.  This is the reason 
for which we need to look at the issue of drinking 
water, after all, drinking water is linked to the right to 
life and the right to life is one of the basic fundamental 
rights.  And within this Committee, our Committee, we 
would be averse to seeing technical and scientific 
issues being separated, if you want, from these broader 
issues.  There is a need for synergy here within the 
framework of our actions to ensure that we have a 
global comprehensive overview of all these related 
problems. 
 
 For example, one thing which drew my 
attention regarding the natural disaster which took 
place in Salvador a few years back.  There was an 
earthquake.  A major communications enterprise, I will 
not name them, decided that it simply was not 
profitable to continue to transmit useful information 
which would enable the evacuation of individuals.  We 
must remain very careful and adopt a more humane 
point of view when dealing with globalization.  It is 
our duty to discover the most appropriate or to identify 
the most appropriate technical and scientific 
instruments.  We listened to a great many very 
interesting scientific and technical presentations but if 
we do not hear, include the aspect of the human being, 
the human being who is the major beneficiary of these 
techniques and technologies, well we will remain stuck 
in this vicious cycle. 
 
 My third comment concerns the presentation 
by Canada.  We fully agree with the statement we 
heard, or a quote rather, concerning the militarization 
of outer space and the deployment of weapons into 
outer space.  These are two different issues.  The 
weaponization of outer space is prohibited by general 
principles of international law, the United Nations 
Charter, the Resolution on the Ban of Aggression 1964, 
Article I, the Outer Space Treaty in its first Article, all 
attempts to deploy weapons in outer space is absolutely 
illegal.  We agree with this point of view according to 
which space is infinite but our patience should is not.  
Absolutely right.  We have reiterated this over the last 
few years.  The Disarmament Conference which is the 
only multilateral body dealing with disarmament is a 
blatant failure, or prove me wrong on this, if anyone is 
ready to that.  At the very least, we should have been 
able to agree on an agenda.  We were not even able to 
achieve that.  These are useless expenditures, as far as 
the United Nations is concerned.  This Conference and 
its representatives have nothing to say at the General 
Assembly regarding their work.  Year after year, this 
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report reflects this utter failure.  We do not even have 
agreement on the agenda Sir.  Imagine that tomorrow, 
we, COPUOS, meet without an agenda.  What can we 
achieve in that case?  Nothing.  It is through our 
agenda that we have been able to achieve progress.  It 
is through the effectiveness of the Bureaux and its 
Director that we have been able to achieve progress. 
 
 The issue of the weaponization of outer space 
does not only fall within the mandate of that 
Organization, it also falls within the mandate of our 
Organization.  This is a topic which falls within the 
purview of this Committee, otherwise we would not be 
the Committee for the peaceful uses of outer space.  It 
should also undertake an exercise on consideration on 
the sentence that space is infinite but our patience is 
not. 
 
 Very soon now we will mark the fortieth 
anniversary of the Outer Space Treaty which will fall 
in 2007 and I think it behoves us to take into account 
that this is a treaty which is no longer modern, if you 
want, it is no longer in line with today’s realities.  A 
great many changes are not reflected in this treaty and 
this treaty does not meet the needs of developing 
States.  In relation to this, there are Principles whose 
legal reference is the Outer Space Treaty.  For 
example, the areas of remote sensing, they are 
completely outdated, for the context was a significantly 
different one at the time and we do not take into 
account the remote sensing aspects.  This is an 
outstanding issue.  We have heard this referred to on a 
number of occasions during the course of the past year 
within the framework of both Subcommittees.  This 
Treaty must be updated.  We will continue to insist on 
this.  At a certain stage, we will present our ideas to 
ensure that this topic is considered by this Committee 
and I will ask developing States to undertake an 
exercise in consideration here to ensure that the 
quantitative and qualitative level we identify, which 
benefits they derive from it, especially in the field of 
remote sensing.  The benefits might be numerous, they 
might be sparse.  This is a debate which remains open 
however. 
 
 Another issue which is of great concern to my 
delegation.  We have already referred to it a few years 
back and were unsuccessful but it is my belief that 
today, given the new relationship with the Commission 
on Sustainable Development, this topic re-emerges as a 
topic which requires reflection.  It does fall within the 
purview of the Legal Subcommittee.  What is the 
compatibility between space law and environmental 
law especially concerning the concept of sustainable 
development, the principle of inter-generational 
fairness and others which are somewhat similar in 

nature.  The mere fact that they would take that 
approach does not mean acceptance.  It does not mean 
accepting functions of standards that are related to a 
different area of international public law, but, of 
course, these are issues that we cannot ignore.  And in 
this context, for instance, in the context of the 
environment, the issue of global warming is 
paradoxically called by some as one of the lesser 
threats to international security and yet it causes much 
more damage than terrorism.  It is much more 
significant. 
 
 The subject of global warming is vital and it 
should be addressed by this Committee.  We have a 
mandate, the Kyoto Protocol has been ratified and so 
part of international law means that we should do this 
and the only way that we can have an empirical and 
scientific approach to this with regard to the damage 
being caused and being caused in the short term, in 
some countries, which might even disappear from the 
face of the Earth, for that matter.  The only way we can 
do that is to tackle it and it is an extraordinarily 
relevant matter.  The emissions in space and which are 
causing damage have continued to increase.  
Yesterday, I was reading a newspaper from Spain and 
this is a parenthesis, it was a very interesting article in 
that paper, about a presentation to the Royal Society in 
the United Kingdom, headed by scientific people from 
the academic community from China, India and Brazil 
and they were addressing the issue of global warming 
and they are going to be presenting results for the next 
meeting of the G8 possibly.  And they show that this is 
not a minor issue, it is a major show, and they show in 
the article that in the case of the United Kingdom 
which is playing a significant role and they have also 
had some problems entirely in this area.  If we look at 
the increase in emissions, for example, and I think it is 
important to highlight these efforts, in my view. 
 
 We, or rather I should say this Committee, has 
enormous scientific capacity and appropriate legal 
grounding to tackle an issue such as this one and I 
cannot postpone issues on the agenda when they are 
causing enormous damage. 
 
 Also there is the enormous increase in the 
number of diseases or in disease-spreading due to 
depletion of the ozone, I am thinking of cancer and 
related diseases. 
 
 So these are global phenomena and again we 
have to take a global approach.  A global approach 
from a strictly technological or technical point of view 
can only be done using satellites and there I think it is 
good for us to reflect on these matters.  It is important 
to take this into consideration. 
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 As to the rest, this is a subject which is also 
being looked at by an international organization that 
was recently created, the co-Chairs are the United 
States, the European Commission of Science and 
Technology, South Africa and Japan, and it is called 
GEO(?), and it is a body, which in my view, is very 
significant and has been looking at seven, I do not 
know if it is seven or nine areas, I do not recall the 
exact figure but seven or nine different spheres related 
to Earth observation and these are areas that should be 
studied using satellites.  Of course, one is the issue of 
the environment and stability.  I think the efforts 
undertaken by the United States, unfortunately through 
organizations and working with the aforementioned 
countries, are truly relevant. 
 
 Now turning to other ideas, I would like to 
applaud the company GEOSPACE for the magnificent 
exhibit on space archaeology, archaeological sites for 
countries such as ours, such as those in Latin America, 
especially for some, I am thinking of Mexico, Central 
American nations and other countries which are 
extraordinarily rich in archaeology, find this to be a 
very important topic because it is related to their 
peoples.  A people without a tradition has no ability to 
articulate anything of significance on the international 
scenario.  So that exhibit takes on great relevance and 
importance. 
 

We also think, having seen this in the past, 
and I hope to have other opportunities in future, with 
regard to the very excellent presentation by India and I 
think, as I was saying, it can be very important, make 
an important contribution to space development and is 
worthy of our admiration. 
 
 And along these lines, I would also like to 
highlight the presentation that will be made by Dr. 
Doetsch and clearly it is quite unique and important 
because he has two different kinds of experiences that 
he brings to the table.  One as the Chair of one of our 
Subcommittees and the other is the Chair of the 
International Space body and his participation in the 
exhibit is, in our view, extraordinarily welcome. 
 
 Two other issues that I would like to raise that 
I believe are important.  The first is to congratulate the 
delegation of France for the Ambassador of France’s 
presentation on the issue of education.  The issue of 
education is key in this day and age, especially for 
alleviating poverty.  So there we see, and I am thinking 
of Chile here and the next meeting of FIDAE, the 
International Fair on Space in Chile which will be co-
sponsored by UNESCO and by the Office for Outer 
Space Affairs, will be looking at satellites and distant 

education, speaking of education.  It will also serve as 
a moment for hosting the preparatory conference for 
the Fifth Conference of the Americas which is 
scheduled to take place in Quito, Ecuador.  And, of 
course, we hope that the French International Space 
Studies Institute will be joining us at FIDEA as usual 
and we also enjoy the support of the European Space 
Agency at this event. 
 
 Thank you very much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the Ambassador 
of Chile for his statement. 
 
 And before we go to other items scheduled for 
this morning, just let me state that, beginning yesterday 
and this morning, we have addressed or listened to the 
issue concerning the 26 December 2004 tsunami.  If 
anything at all, as I said yesterday, that disaster was a 
sobering realization of the destructive force of natural 
disasters globally, and, as you all know, it jarred all of 
us worldwide and forced us to begin to think of how to 
evolve the effective mechanisms for disaster 
prevention, reduction and mitigation.  The 
distinguished Ambassador of Indonesia addressed this 
subject this morning.  Dr. Nair of ISRO equally 
addressed the subject.  So, on your behalf, and on 
behalf of this Committee as a whole, I want to convey 
our sympathy and condolences, particularly to the 
people and governments of Indonesia, Thailand, India, 
Sri Lanka, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique 
and South Africa.  These were the countries that had 
the greatest impact from that event.  We convey our 
sympathy particularly for the loss of lives that were 
affected during that period and that is why this 
Committee, a number of you that are here, need to pay 
and show particular interest in the work of the Ad Hoc 
Group that is studying the possibility of creating an 
international entity to provide for the coordination and 
the means of optimizing the effectiveness of space-
based services for use in disaster management.  As I 
said yesterday, this particular Ad Hoc Group would be 
meeting on Monday, 13 June. 
 
 Having stated that, distinguished delegates, 
we have two items left on our agenda this morning.  
Following past practice, I would like to invite the 
Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs to 
address us this morning.  And after Dr. Camacho has 
finished, we will invite Dr. Karl Doetsch of Canada to 
address this Committee as planned.  But before that, I 
understand that the Ambassador of Chile is asking for 
the floor.  You have the floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZALEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  I will be brief, Mr. 
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Chairman.  I think, however, that it is important to be 
clear in the plenary.  You announced to us that an 
agreement or a consensus has been reached for the 
Western Group for the next Chair of COPUOS.  This is 
not an issue of curiosity but rather a professional 
matter.  I would like to know around what issue this 
revolved or which country will be assuming the 
chairmanship?  A specific State has been appointed? 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much 
Ambassador Gonzalez.  If you were here when I made 
my opening statement last year, at that time I 
announced, if not at the opening session and I think at 
the opening session, if not then, definitely during the 
whole period of the Committee, we announced the 
names of delegates, of individuals and countries that 
have been agreed upon for the next Bureaux, including 
your own name as well.  I made that statement last year 
and in my liberty as Chairman, I was just taking the 
liberty of congratulating France and particularly since 
Mr. Brachet himself is in this room.  As ___________ 
(not clear), that is my privilege.  Thank you. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZALEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Sorry, I am not at all 
questioning your competence Sir.  To the contrary, to 
my recollection what happened last year, I recollect the 
same thing as you.  I am just talking about today.  I 
was just wondering perhaps I misunderstood through 
the interpretation, I had understood that there was an 
agreement in the Western Group with regard to the 
next Chair of COPUOS.  I just wanted to know which 
country or which person will be the Chair.  Is it the 
same that you announced last year?  I just want to 
know the name.  It is not a secret, right? 
 
 Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much 
Ambassador Gonzalez.  The name has not changed and 
I am sure that it will not change and the country has not 
changed because the Western European countries have 
not advised me otherwise.  The country is France.  The 
person is Gérard Brachet and he is right here with us.  
Thank you. 
 
 Dr. Camacho, you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. S. CAMACHO-LARA (Director, Office 
for Outer Space Affairs):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
Mr. Chairman, allow me first to express my pleasure at 
seeing you in the Chair once more.  I would like to 
assure you of the full support of the Office to assist you 
in conducting the work that you have adhered(?) to. 
 

 Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, 
thank you for this opportunity to provide the 
Committee with a brief overview of the work 
undertaken by the Office for Outer Space Affairs over 
the past year. 
 
 Before doing so, I would like to add my 
congratulations also to the Committee on its 
outstanding report to the General Assembly on the 
progress made on the implementation of the 
recommendations of the UNISPACE III + 5 review.  In 
its resolution 59/2, the General Assembly endorsed the 
Plan of Action contained in the report to the 
Committee and thus approved the way ahead. 
 
 Let me take this opportunity to say, on behalf 
of the Office, that it has been a privilege to be so 
closely associated with such a worthy and successful 
initiative and with the dedicated individuals that put 
outstanding efforts and countless hours of work to 
make it possible.  The Office looks forward to this 
ongoing association in our Committee’s commitment 
to fulfilling the actions contained in the Plan of Action. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, before briefing the Committee 
on the work that has been conducted in the last year, 
allow me first to review the staff resources of the 
Office. 
 
 Since this Committee met last year, the Office 
lost a most valuable staff member, Ms. Chiku, who was 
the Chief of Committee Services and Research Section 
of the Office and directly responsible for service 
provided to the intergovernmental bodies.  Ms. Chiku 
demonstrated a dedication to the task of meeting the 
goals of the Committee which were duly reflected in 
the quality and quantity of work that she delivered.  
Particularly as this related to the process of 
implementing the recommendations of UNISPACE III 
and to the preparations by the Committee for the 
UNISPACE III + 5 review.  The Office’s loss is a gain 
for the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, JAXA, 
where Ms. Chiku has taken up duty.  Although we will 
miss her contributions, we wish her the very best in her 
future endeavours. 
 
 I am pleased to introduce two new colleagues 
to our Office, Mr. Chang(?) Yuni(?) Lee of the 
Republic of Korea and Mr. Tado(?) Ile(?) of Japan.  
Mr. Lee joined the Office as an Associate Expert and I 
would like to express my appreciation to the 
Government of the Republic of Korea for making this 
possible.  I would also like to express my appreciation 
to the Government of Japan for providing the services 
of Mr. Ile(?), who joined the Office at the end of 
March this year. 
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 I am pleased to inform you that in a few days, 
the Office will begin to benefit from the services of a 
Fellow from the United Nations Fullbright(?) 
Fellowship Programme.  Ms. Claudia Guitierrez(?) 
Rocha(?) of Bolivia is expected to join the Office on 16 
June 2005 and will be with the Office for a period of 
six months. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, as you 
are aware, many of the activities of the Office, 
particularly those carried out under the United Nations 
Programme on Space Applications are funded by 
voluntary contributions.  We, therefore, extend our 
deepest gratitude to governments, space agencies, 
institutions, entities of the private sector for their cash 
contributions to the Trust Fund of the Programme.  We 
are just as grateful for the contributions made by 
countries that host the workshops and most of these 
countries are developing countries, and their 
institutions that provide local facilities, transportation 
and accommodation for participants in the activities of 
the Programme.  It is due to this support that we are 
able to organize a large number of activities under the 
Programme on which we report to the Committee. 
 
 Following UNISPACE III, the Office has 
sought to further enhance its capacity-building efforts 
by focusing on tangible and quantifiable results.  In 
that vein, there had been a growing number of requests 
from Member States to organize workshops and 
training courses on specific issues, as well as a marked 
increase in requests to the Office for technical 
assistance.  Such requests include support for pilot 
projects leading to the operational use of space 
technologies.  Due to limited human and financial 
resources of the Office, the responses to these requests 
need to be prioritized.  The Office will need to re-
focus(?) its activities under the Programme on Space 
Applications and delivering specific products. 
 
 This overview are the modifications to the 
programme of work of the Office called for by General 
Assembly resolution 59/2 and particularly by the 
actions identified in the Plan of Action of the 
Committee.  A gradual repositioning of the use of 
human and financial resources will, therefore, be 
necessary. 
 
 Working with the Committee, we anticipate 
that the Office will enhance the value that it delivers.  
At present, a substantial part of the Office’s resources 
are devoted to capacity-building in the form of 
awareness-raising and training activities.  The Office 
will progressively adjust its programme objectives in 
the medium-term, both providing developing countries 

with more substantive technical advice, supporting the 
operational use of space technologies and assisting 
with the development and implementation of pilot 
projects, that is, the Office will increase capacity-
building efforts at the institutional level.  At the same 
time, the Office will proactively strengthen its 
partnership with the Regional Centres for Space 
Science and Technology Education that are conducting 
excellent education and capacity-building activities at 
the individual professional level. 
 
 This will be done in order to maintain an 
even(?) ___________ (not clear) the Office provides to 
building indigenous _____________ (not clear) of 
qualified professionals in developing countries. 
 
 As I briefed the Committee last year, the new 
approach of the United Nations to its Medium-Term 
Plan Strategy is based on a strategic framework.  It is a 
two-year programmatic plan that goes hand-in-hand 
with the budget cycle.  The strategic framework allows 
the Office to plan its Programme of Work in the long-
term while reflecting the priorities of the Office for the 
next biennium, in particular those identified in the 
UNISPACE III + 5 review by the Assembly. 
 
 As the Office gradually moves towards its 
long-term objective of supporting the operational use 
of space technologies and implementing pilot projects, 
it will need to identify additional resources to ensure 
that those initiatives deliver tangible and quantifiable 
products.  This will depend on the priority that the 
international community places on the value that space 
can bring to achieving the goals of some of the 
overarching development agendas.  In term, this will 
depend on how well we, the space community, can 
communicate the benefits of the use of space science 
and technology.  I believe this is a challenge that the 
Committee can address and can overcome. 
 
 Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, as 
mentioned in the earlier statements of the Chairman 
and the President of the General Assembly, and also 
my own introduction, the UNISPACE III + 5 review 
was successfully undertaken and it is a great 
achievement to this Committee. 
 
 The efforts of the Committee in promoting the 
peaceful exploration of outer space and use of space 
technologies for the benefit of all humanity have 
achieved recognition in the General Assembly through 
the endorsement of the Plan of Action. 
 
 Other speakers before me have already 
outlined specific actions envisaged in the Plan of 
Action so I will not keep(?) that effort(?) here.  I will, 
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however, highlight two areas covered by the Plan of 
Action in which the Office is particularly active. 
 
 The Office is supporting the initiative to 
establish an International Committee on Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems, GNSS, to maximize the 
benefits of the application of GNSS to supporting 
sustainable development.  I am pleased to inform the 
Committee that the final preparatory meeting for the 
establishment of the ICG was held two days ago under 
the auspices of the Office.  The Committee will be 
briefed during this session on this accomplishment by 
members of the Action Team on GNSS. 
 
 The Office also continues to support the work 
of the Ad Hoc Expert Group that is studying the 
possibility of creating an international entity to provide 
for coordination and means of realistically optimizing 
the effectiveness of space-based services for use in 
disaster management. 
 
 I am very pleased to inform the Committee 
that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts will meet next 
Monday in order to finalize its progress report to the 
Committee and that report will be submitted later in the 
week, possibly the day after. 
 
 With respect to the specific impact the 
UNISPACE III + 5 review will have on the Office, the 
Assembly agreed that the Office should review the 
activities contained in the Plan of Action that require 
implementation by the Office and should submit a 
proposal to the Committee at its current session on how 
these activities can be included in its Programme of 
Work, that is in the Programme of Work of the Office. 
 
 I am pleased to inform you that this proposal 
will be submitted during this session for your review 
and comments. 
 
 The Assembly also agreed with the proposal 
of the Plan of Action to strengthen the role of the 
Office in implementing the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III and in that regard, requested the 
Secretary-General to undertake measures to strengthen 
its capacity-building activities in space law and its 
technical advisory services to support the operational 
use of space technologies, mainly in response to 
actions called for in the Plan of Action of the 
Committee. 
 
 Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, I 
would now like to address the human resources of the 
Office to meet the challenges ahead. 
 

 I am convinced that the quality of products 
delivered by any office is highly dependent on the 
qualifications and dedication of its staff.  In my 
opinion, the staff in the Office for Outer Space Affairs 
is outstanding on both accounts.  As time does not 
allow me to go in-depth, I would like to convey to you 
a brief recognition of their work. 
 
 The Space Applications Section of the Office 
in cooperation with the Committee Services and 
Research Section has been very active during the last 
session of the Committee.  Among other things, the 
Office successfully organized 13 workshops under the 
United Nations Programme on Space Applications in 
2004 and intends to hold 10 workshops this year, as 
well as an increased number of activities at developing 
capacity-building projects. 
 
 In addition, from 2004 to now, the Section has 
supported the work of several of the Action Teams, the 
work of the Regional Centres for Space Science and 
Technology Education and is making sets of Landsat 
data available to African countries. 
 
 The Expert on Space Applications, Ms. Alice 
Lee, will provide you with more detailed information 
on these and other activities of the Programme in her 
statement during this session. 
 
 I take this opportunity to express my 
appreciation to the Expert and to her staff for their 
dedicated and effective work throughout the year. 
 
 In supporting the work of the Committee and 
its subsidiary bodies in 2004, the staff of the 
Committee Services and Research Section continued to 
be fully occupied in the past year.  The Office prepared 
a large number of documents and publications for the 
Committee, the Subcommittees and their Working 
Groups, as well as the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer 
Space Affairs. 
 
 The Office also responded to numerous 
requests for information from other United Nations 
bodies, governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, contributed to ___________ (not clear) 
and promote the work of the Committee, maintain the 
Office website and coordinate several outer space 
exhibitions, both in Vienna and in New York. 
 
 Worthy of particular mention is the 
contribution that the Section made to the preparation of 
the report of the Committee to the General Assembly 
for its review. 
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 The Committee Services and Research 
Section also assisted the Working Group of the Whole 
of the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly 
when they informally considered the draft resolution 
on the implementation of the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III. 
 
 I take this opportunity to express my 
appreciation to all staff of the Section for the excellent 
work that they have carried out throughout the year.  In 
particular, I want to express my appreciation for the 
high quality guidance and extra work that the Officer-
in-Charge of the Section, Ms Natascia Rodrigues, has 
provided to make this possible. 
 
 I am pleased to inform the Committee that to 
facilitate preparations for delegations for the meetings, 
meetings of the Committee and the Subcommittees, the 
Office is now maintaining a special limited access web 
page.  On this web page, the Office provides access to 
pre-session series of documents of each meeting.  The 
site can be accessed with the url address which we 
circulate to Member States in advance of the meetings 
and which you will also find in a copy of my statement. 
 
 I would to once again draw your attention to 
the limitations regarding the length of reports of 
intergovernmental bodies.  As you will recall, in an 
effort to reduce the growing volume of documentation, 
the Secretariat is now obligated to observe a strict limit 
of 16 pages for all documents originating from the 
Secretariat.  And where possible, a 20-page limit for 
the report of intergovernmental bodies.  At its last 
session, the General Assembly noted that the rate of 
compliance with the page limits remained only partial 
and requested the Secretary-General to encourage 
compliance with the drafting guidelines set out in its 
resolutions 53/208(b), which invited all 
intergovernmental bodies to consider, where 
appropriate, the possibility to further(?) reducing the 
length of their reports to 20 pages.  As a report, the 
Committee has, in the past, exceeded the 20-page limit, 
the Office has had to seek a waiver of the limit for the 
Committee’s report before it can be printed and 
presented to the General Assembly.  To facilitate the 
reduction of the reports not within the purview of the 
Secretariat, guidelines were circulated by the 
Secretary-General for the drafting of these reports.  
Accordingly, the reports should be actioned (a)(?) 
entered and limited to the following:  a brief discussion 
of the organizational and procedural matters; 
recommendations, including decisions adopted; policy 
recommendations emanating from multi-stakeholder 
dialogues and panels and roundtables rather than 
summaries of the meetings; new developments, 
findings and recommendations; and quotations from 

United Nations official documents only when citing 
legislative authority. 
 
 The Office will be working to reduce the 
length of the report of the Committee without affecting 
its quality.  The Office would be grateful for the 
Committee’s assistance in this regard. 
 
 In 2004, the Office continued to actively 
promote the understanding, acceptance and 
implementation of the United Nations treaties and 
principles on outer space, as well as support the 
exchange of information on national space law policy, 
especially among developing countries. 
 
 Following the successes of the first two 
United Nations Workshops dedicated to space law, the 
Office organized the third in a series of workshops that 
aimed to promote international space law, increase the 
number of State Parties to the five treaties and improve 
the capacity of States in developing national space law. 
 

The United Nations/Brazil Workshop on 
Space Law entitled “Disseminating and Developing 
International and National Space Law:  The Latin 
America and Caribbean Perspective” was organized 
jointly with the Government of Brazil and the 
Associao(?) ___________________________ (?Name 
of Brazilian Organization) and held in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, from 22 to 25 November 2004.  I am pleased to 
draw your attention to the proceedings of this 
Workshop which are included in the document package 
that you have before you. 
 
 The first Workshop in this series will be held 
in Abidjan, Nigeria, in November, and is being 
organized in cooperation with the Government of 
Nigeria.  The modalities(?) and the programme of the 
work have already been done and the Office expects to 
make available information on the Workshop in the 
following weeks. 
 
 On behalf of the United Nations, I would like 
to express our appreciation to the Government of 
Brazil and SPDA(?) and the Government of Nigeria for 
their generous support. 
 
 I am pleased to draw your attention to a new 
initiative by the Office to commence developing a 
model education curriculum for a short-term course on 
space law, an action that has been endorsed, called(?) 
for and endorsed by the General Assembly, calls(?) 
from the Plan of Action of the Committee and 
endorsed by the General Assembly. 
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 The Office will also continue to explore 
different mechanisms to ensure the widest possible 
dissemination of information relating to space law, 
including cooperating with different space law 
institutions to update and widen the accessibility of a 
variety of documents, materials and information 
resources that would be useful to both government 
officials and academia, particularly those from 
developing countries. 
 
 We will also continue assistance and 
information to Member States, within its available 
resources, in order to promote the application of 
international law and to assist governments in 
implementing their commitments under the space 
treaties. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, 
enhancing cooperation and coordination of space-
related activities within the United Nations system 
remains a priority for the Office.  For that reason, the 
Office not only organizes the Inter-Agency Meeting on 
Outer Space Activities but vigorously leads the work of 
that meeting.  The Inter-Agency Meeting meets 
annually to exchange information on its space-related 
activities and to coordinate those activities.  The 
twenty-fifth session was held in Vienna from 31 
January to 2 February 2005.  An important aspect of 
this year’s session was the open informal session on 
space technology for disaster management, 
opportunities within the United Nations system.  This 
was the second informal open session and its purpose 
was to exchange views and information between 
Member States and observers of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the United Nations 
entities on disaster management activities of the United 
Nations systems involving space technology. 
 
 Immediately following the twenty-sixth 
session to be held in January 2006 at UNESCO 
Headquarters in Paris, the Inter-Agency Meeting will 
hold a similar open informal session.  Members of the 
Committee are invited to propose topics for that 
session and to communicate any such proposals to the 
Office for Outer Space Affairs at your earliest 
convenience. 
 
 As mentioned by the Chairman, the Meeting 
continued to update the list of major space-related 
initiatives that respond to specific recommendations 
contained in the Plan of Implementation of the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development.  The list contains 
various space-related initiatives implemented both by 
entities of the United Nations system and members of 
the Committee.  It has substantially grown over this 
past year.  Information on this list will be distributed to 

you this afternoon as CRP.5.  The WSSD list is a very 
useful tool for end-users and space capability providers 
for implementing actions called for in the WSSD Plan 
of Implementation. 
 
 I encourage all delegations to review the list 
and to provide the Office with updated information in 
order to preserve its value for the many contributors to 
the implementation of the Development Goals of the 
United Nations. 
 
 Responding to the request of the Committee, 
the Inter-Agency Meeting considered the matter of 
enhancing the participation of the United Nations 
entities in the work of the Committee and its 
Subcommittees.  The Meeting agreed that the informal 
open sessions held in conjunction with the annual 
sessions of the Inter-Agency Meeting provided a 
constructive mechanism for ensuring an active 
dialogue between the entities of the United Nations and 
Member States of the Committee.  The Meeting noted 
that resource limitations often prevent that United 
Nations entities from being represented at our sessions 
of the Committee and its Subcommittees.  However, 
the Inter-Agency Meeting agreed that we are(?) not(?) 
able to attend sessions.  The United Nations entities 
has(?) the participation by preparing written reports, 
when requested, and by submitting information and 
reports on their activities related to the work of the 
Committee and its Subcommittees. 
 
 The Inter-Agency Meeting also addressed the 
question of reduced participation in its own sessions by 
some of the United Nations entities that play key roles 
in various space-related activities.  The Meeting agreed 
that the Office should send letters to the Heads of those 
entities that have not been participating.  The Meeting 
also suggested that the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space should encourage entities of the 
United Nations systems to participate in the work of 
the Inter-Agency Meeting. 
 
 Regarding the Inter-Agency Meeting, it is a 
pleasure for me to present the update brochure “Space 
Solutions for the World Problems:  How the United 
Nations Family Uses Space Technology for Achieving 
Development Goals”.  This brochure provides an 
account, in a user-friendly way of various space-related 
initiatives carried out throughout the United Nations.  
The brochure, which has been included in the 
document packages on your desk, is a quick reference 
guide to the use space solutions by the United Nations 
entities to further their respective objectives towards 
achieving the development goals and also serves as a 
useful public outreach tool. 
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 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, in the 
past year, the Office continued to contribute to 
activities of and cooperate with a number of space-
related intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations.  For the sake of brevity, I will only 
touch upon some of these activities. 
 
 The Office participated in the World 
Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, 
Japan, from 18 to 22 January 2005, and brought to the 
attention of disaster managers participating in the 
Conference, the various actions that have been carried 
out by the Committee, by its members and its 
institutions and by the Office for Outer Space Affairs 
in the use of space technologies in disaster 
management.  These actions included the provision of 
satellite images for emergency response to the 
International Charter “Space and Major Disasters”, the 
results of the work of the Committee’s Action Team on 
Disaster Management and the results of the series of 
regional workshops organized by the Office from 2002 
to 2004. 
 
 The Office would now study the 
___________ (not clear) Plan of Action to determine 
how it can support further initiatives. 
 
 With the assistance of the International 
Astronautical Federation, IAF, and the International 
Institute of Space Law, IISL, as well as the Committee 
on Space Research, COSPAR, the Office was able to 
issue the 2004 edition of “Highlights in Space”, which 
should also be in your document package. 
 
 The Office is also appreciative of the excellent 
cooperation it receives from the IAF, the European 
Space Agency and the host countries in the 
organization of the series of the United Nations/IAF 
Workshops that are organized in conjunction with the 
International Astronautical Congress. 
 
 As has been mentioned, the next IAF 
Workshop is being organized, in cooperation with 
Japan, and our Office will be working on the 
programme during this session. 
 
 This cooperation makes it possible for 
participants from many developing countries to 
participate on an annual basis in the International 
Astronautical Congress, not only in the Workshop. 
 
 The Office continued to participate in the 
work of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites, 
and again provided the Chair for its Working Group on 
Education, Training and Capacity-Building.  The 
Working Group has completed the development of a 

CEOS Education, Training and Capacity-Building 
Resources Portal.  The initial benefit of this education 
portal will be the increased accessibility, particularly to 
developing countries, of Earth observation education 
and training resources of CEOS members and 
associates.  It will also provided numerous links to 
websites where educators, students and professionals 
can access education materials, including satellite data, 
free of charge. 
 
 The Office continued to support the work of 
the Government of Colombia in its role as Pro 
Tempore Secretariat of the Fourth Space Conference of 
the Americas in identifying and structuring pilot 
projects in application areas included in the Plan of 
Action of the Conference.  Two such areas of 
applications are GNSS, for sustainable development, 
and promoting space-related education in countries in 
the region. 
 
 The Pro Tempore Secretariat and the Office 
have also begun the work with the Government of 
Ecuador in the organizing of the Fifth Space 
Conference of the Americas to be held in Quito in July 
2006. 
 
 I am also pleased to inform you that on 16 
July 2004, the Office and the Institute of Air and Space 
Law of the University of Cologne signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding agreeing to jointly 
collaborate in the promotion of space law in building 
capacity in that area by engaging in activities that are 
of mutual interest and within the means of each 
organization. 
 
 As you are all aware, the intergovernmental 
Group on Earth Observation, GEO, has been 
successfully established following the GEO sixth 
meeting and the Earth Observation Summit, held in 
Brussels last February.  The Summit endorsed a 10-
year Implementation Plan for the global Earth 
observation system-of-systems aiming to provide 
essential data and information to nine societal areas. 
 

I am pleased to inform you that the Office is 
participating in the work of GEO in an effort to create 
synergies between the work of GEO and the work of 
the Committee, particularly their work undertaken 
towards action teams. 
 
 These are only some of the activities to which 
the Office contributes and partners with whom the 
Office works closely. 
 
 Ms. Lee, the Expert on Space Applications, I 
am sure will further elaborate on other cooperative 
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initiatives when she reviews the work of the 
Programme. 
 
 I would like to express my deep appreciation 
to all our partners in the past year for their generous 
support and invaluable contributions.  We are able to 
meet our common objectives and strengthen 
cooperation between our organizations by sharing 
resources and expertise, and thanks to their support 
received from our partners, by the Office from our 
partners. 
 
 The Office continues to enhance the 
international space information service through its 
website.  The Office regularly updates the website with 
new information, particularly the pages dedicated to 
the work of the Committee and its Subcommittees and 
the activities of the Programme on Space Applications.  
The online Index of Objects Launched Into Outer 
Space continues to provide an efficient and easy means 
to search for information on space objects provided in 
accordance with the Registration Convention.  The 
Online Index can be found, the url can also be found in 
a copy of my statement. 
 
 The Office continues its efforts to increase 
awareness of space technology.  The United Nations 
Permanent Space Exhibit remains a highlight of the 
visitor tours operated by the United Nations 
Information Service, UNIS.  Since the last session of 
the Committee, approximately 50,000 visitors 
participated in the guided tour offered by UNIS which 
includes the Space Exhibit as part of its standard 
package.  This is the third year in a row that the 
number of visitors to the Vienna International Centre 
has increased.  The Office would like to express its 
appreciation to Member States and space agencies that 
have made contributions to the United Nations 
Permanent Space Exhibition. 
 
 The celebration of World Space Week in 
October 2004.  The Office organized an exhibit that 
demonstrated how space was being used for 
sustainable development.  The highlight of the exhibit 
was the participation of children from Vienna, aged 10 
to 12, who were invited to produce drawings on how 
we saw space.  You can see some of those paintings in 
our exhibit. 
 
 Again in October there was an Open Day held 
on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Vienna International Centre, attracting 15,000 people 
that day.  The Office maintained an information booth 
at the Permanent Space Exhibit, handing out brochures 
and flyers and answering questions from the general 
public. 

 
 October was certainly a busy month for public 
outreach activities because again in October, the Office 
was busy organizing an exhibit on space technology for 
sustainable development at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York on the occasion of the 
review by the General Assembly of the progress made 
in the implementation of the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III.  The exhibit provided members of the 
general public and delegates for the wealth of 
information on space activities. 
 
 We would like to take this opportunity to 
express the appreciation of the Office to governments 
and space agencies and to governmental organizations, 
as well as United Nations entities that contributed to 
the exhibits in New York with scale models, posters 
and display material. 
 
 We would also like to express our 
appreciation to the staff of the Liaison Office in New 
York, UNODC, for their support in organizing the 
exhibits in New York. 
 
 I would like to thank UNIS here in Vienna 
who not only coodinated and arranged for guided tours 
but also provided essential support for many of the 
activities of the Office. 
 
 I am further pleased to note that the 
Government of India has provided an exhibit during 
this session of the Committee of the launches and 
satellites that bring the benefits of space applications to 
people in India and indeed in the rest of the world. 
 
 We would like to thank the Government of 
India for organizing this exhibition and look forward to 
seeing it in detail. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, the 
General Assembly will convene its High Level Plenary 
Meeting in September to assess the progress made on 
the path to economic and social development, agreed in 
the outcomes of a series of United Nations summits 
and conferences, including the United Nations 
Millennium Summit.  We believe that the work of the 
Committee in general and the outcomes of UNISPACE 
III, in particular, demonstrate how space science and 
technology and their applications serve to provide for 
society at large. 
 
 I, therefore, encourage delegates to inform 
their representatives attending the High Level Plenary 
Meeting of the significant role that applications of 
space science and technology plays in the betterment of 
human conditions. 
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 From our part, we would like to reassure 
members of the Committee that the Office will 
continue to fulfil its mandate in promoting 
international cooperation in the use of space 
technology, for sustainable, economic and social 
development and for the protection management of the 
Earth’s environment, to assist in the establishment of 
the legal and regulatory framework governing space 
activities, to contribute to the implementation of the 
recommendations of major United Nations global 
conferences and to strengthen the capacity of 
developing countries to use that technology. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, thank 
you very much for your attention. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you Dr. 
Camacho, Director of the Office for Outer Space 
Affairs for that comprehensive detail of the work of the 
Office and I am sure, distinguished delegates, you 
listened attentively to him and I hope within our 
deliberations we will make use of the information Dr. 
Camacho has provided during the course of our work. 
 
 Having stated that, as agreed to by this 
Committee at its forty-seventh session last year, I now 
have the honour and pleasure of inviting Dr. Karl 
Doetsch of Canada to make his special presentation.  
As you all know, Dr. Doetsch served as Chairman of 
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, from its 
thirty-eighth to its fortieth sessions, and also made an 
invaluable contribution to the work of the Committee, 
in particular he was responsible for establishing a 
mechanism for implementing the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III and that is the concept of establishing 
the Action Teams.  He is, therefore, in a very 
privileged position to share with us some valuable 
insights. 
 
 Dr. Doetsch, you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. K. DOETSCH (Canada):  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, 
it was an honour for me to have been requested by you 
at last year’s session of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space to address you at this, the fortieth-
eighth session of the Committee with some personal 
observations about the activities and future of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of COPUOS, 
which I was privileged to Chair from 2000 to 2003.  In 
addressing this topic, I shall in general refer to 
COPUOS rather than to its specific Subcommittees 
because, in their respective areas of responsibility, the 
activities of each Subcommittee lead directly those of 
the main Committee. 

 
 I should like to acknowledge at the outset, the 
profound and positive influence on the activities of the 
Committee and its Subcommittees of the succession of 
its members, observers and invited guests, the 
Secretariat and particularly the Committee’s  
leadership over the past almost fifty years, right from 
the beginning of the age when space activity became a 
reality.  I should also like to acknowledge the foresight 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations in 
initiating and continuing to support this activity since 
1958. 
 
 Finally, I should like to acknowledge the 
insightful inputs I received during the development of 
this paper from several of the past and present leaders 
of COPUOS activities, both from within the United 
Nations system and from members’ delegations.  I am 
grateful for this support and have drawn on its wisdom 
in my deliberations but remain responsible for the 
integrated views expressed herein and for any errors or 
omissions. 
 
 I shall start by placing the formation of 
COPUOS and its Subcommittees, along with its major 
conferences, into the context of the concurrent activity 
in space. 
 
 COPUOS was born of a need in 1958.  Space 
flight had just become a reality, from the rocket 
developments in the early twentieth century to the 
launch of the first artificial satellite in 1957.  It was 
already apparent that space was soon to become an 
asset of strategic importance to many nations, opening 
up major new technical, scientific and military 
possibilities and, indeed, a space race.  At the time of 
the formation of COPUOS, there existed neither a 
government forum for the widespread international 
exchange of information or exploratory discussions on 
cooperation, nor an international legal framework for 
space development and exploitation. 
 
 The United Nations General Assembly had 
the foresight to form COPUOS in 1958 shortly after 
the launching of Sputnik, initially as an Ad Hoc 
Committee, struck to address through the United 
Nations the international aspects of both of this 
potential exploitation and the related legal questions.  It 
was formed to consider:  the activities and resources of 
the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 
international bodies relating to the peaceful uses of 
outer space; international cooperation and programmes 
in the field that could appropriately be undertaken 
under United Nations auspices; organizational 
arrangements to facilitate international cooperation in 
the field within the framework of the United Nations; 
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and legal problems which might arise in programmes 
to explore outer space. 
 
 In 1959, the General Assembly established 
COPUOS as a permanent body and reaffirmed its 
mandate which has been unchanged since then.  If you 
look at the overhead chart, you can see there are some 
variations but this is what we have been informed and 
working to for the last decades. 
 
 To fulfil this mandate, COPUOS, in 1962, 
formed two Subcommittees, namely the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee 
to support the ongoing deliberations of COPUOS.  
Each of these Subcommittees assumed responsibility 
for pursuing one of the two major components of the 
mandate of COPUOS, with COPUOS providing the 
oversight and integrating functions necessary for its 
reporting to the United Nations General Assembly. 
 
 The United Nations also committed the 
services of a Secretariat to support this activity in 1961.  
The General Assembly, considering that the United 
Nations should provide a focal point for international 
cooperation in the peaceful exploration and use of 
outer space, requested the Committee, in cooperation 
with the Secretary-General and making full use of the 
functions and resources of the Secretariat to under 
those three matters in the bullets. 
 
 The Outer Space Affairs Division, OSAD, 
was formed in 1968 to assume responsibility for this 
secretariat role, to be succeeded in 1992 by the Office 
for Outer Space Affairs which, today, continues to 
fulfil this important function. 
 
 The Committee membership grew from 18 
Member States in 1958 to 67 in 2005.  In addition, 
there is regular participation at COPUOS meetings by 
permanent observers and by additional observers 
invited on occasion by the Committee or its members.  
These observers and guests enrich the proceedings of 
the Committee as they represent governmental and 
non-governmental organizations or entities which have 
responsibilities or interests in seeing the mandate of 
COPUOS properly fulfilled.  They represent a good 
cross-section of various United Nations agencies, an 
international space agency, ESA, regulatory 
authorities, international professional societies, 
education institutions and the latest generation of space 
practitioners, all critical to the fulfilment of the 
promise of space. 
 
 The Committee and Subcommittees have been 
meeting on a regular annual basis ever since their 
inception.  In addition to the regular annual meetings of 

COPUOS and its Subcommittees, COPUOS organizes 
periodically a series of UNISPACE conferences of 
which the purpose is to engage a broader community 
both inside and outside the space sector to address the 
current issues of concern to the global space sector and 
to identify specific space activities and applications 
that should be given priority to meet the needs of 
society.  To date, three such conferences have been 
held, one each in 1968, 1982 and 1999. 
 
 It would be beyond the scope of a paper such 
as this to detail all of the many achievements of 
COPUOS and its Subcommittees since 1958.  Instead, I 
shall try to distil out the salient characteristics of the 
past and present before looking at the potential future 
roles and directions. 
 
 I might characterize the space age as moving 
from being a dream to becoming essential to becoming 
discretionary and now back to becoming essential. 
 
 In the charts that follow, you will see a few 
firsts in the field. 
 
 The reaction principle, on which rocketry is 
based, was discovered almost 2,400 years ago in 360 
BC, but the knowledge to allow practical space flight 
only matured in the twentieth century, resulting in the 
launch of Sputnik in 1957. 
 
 Since then, space activity has led to an 
explosion in knowledge about our Universe, our solar 
system and our Earth because of the information 
gathered by space satellites, observatories and probes.  
Space has become an integral part of modern security 
systems, both military and civilian.  The foundations of 
today’s broad range of space applications on Earth in 
the areas of meteorology, communications, navigation 
systems and Earth observation have been successfully 
established:  humans have orbited Earth and landed on 
the Moon; satellites have been used to observe and, in 
many cases, map and land robots and probes on the 
planets of our solar system; several space stations have 
been operated in orbit; the first reusable launch vehicle, 
the Space Shuttle, has been operational for almost a 
quarter century, and regular commercial space services 
have been offered for launchers, communications and 
Earth observations.  Recently, a still embryonic space 
tourism activity has been born.  The twin aspects of 
using space to leave planet Earth and to support living 
on planet Earth have evolved simultaneously and 
steadily in the past half century. 
 
 In the early years, after the launch of Sputnik, 
the very rapid progress in the development of space 
activity was driven by fierce competition between two 
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geo-political alliances, led respectively by the United 
States of America and the Soviet Union.  Space activity 
became an important force in strategic political 
considerations of the most influential of nations.  
However, the political interest of such nations slowly 
but surely became diverted to other pressing global 
issues, even as more nations became increasingly 
interested in participating in some form of space 
activity. 
 
 Consequently, in the 47 years since the 
formation of COPUOS in 1958, the motivation for 
space activity has changed and participation in it has 
broadened considerably.  It is only now that the full 
potential of space to help solve huge global problems is 
becoming broadly recognized inside and outside the 
space community.  The United Nations has played an 
important role in this transformation to broader 
participation and application, through COPUOS and its 
Subcommittees and through its various specialized 
agencies. 
 
 We can turn then to activities and 
achievements of COPUOS and its Subcommittees.  
These committees initially provided a unique forum for 
the exchange of information, the effective 
encouragement of cooperation, including the 
stimulation and endorsement of some specific projects, 
the encouragement of space applications on Earth and 
the development of treaties and principles on 
international space law to provide a framework for the 
orderly development and use of space. 
 
 The delegates then were often senior leaders 
of government, space agencies and organizations with 
the authority to influence the course of their national 
programmes and to enter into discussions and to cause 
international programmes to be implemented.  Early 
examples are the work in developing the framework for 
international communication services through Intelsat 
and Inmarsat and the third party review and 
encouragement of India’s space programme.  A recent 
example in this category is the creation of the 
International Charter – Space and Major Disasters. 
 
 As space activity evolved to touch on more 
and more civil fields, many new countries sought to 
join COPUOS and the Committee grew quickly from 
18 member nations in 1958 to 53 in 1980 and then 
more slowly to the current level of 67.  At the same 
time, alternative mechanisms for information 
exchange, coordination and international programme 
development sprang up, including the ever more 
pervasive use of the Internet for this purpose.  These 
new fora and mechanisms have progressively taken 
away some of the need to use COPUOS as the 

committee of choice for discussing new international 
space programmes or as the prime stimulus for 
international space programme application and 
information exchange.  It is noted that a lower level of 
authority was vested in many delegates, and this, 
coupled with strong budgetary constraints for space 
activities of many members of the Committee, 
currently appears to set a limit on the influence of 
COPUOS deliberations on the direction of the world’s 
space programmes. 
 
 With this as a backdrop, what is the legacy to 
which COPUOS and its Subcommittees can lay claim 
in the past one half century?  In asking this question of 
several delegates and officials who have been deeply 
involved in COPUOS over the years, the items 
identified in the past three charts emerge as recognized 
highlights. 
 
 The achievements listed illustrate the critical 
role played by COPUOS in enabling or facilitating 
international space cooperation, providing an entry 
point for new nations to be initiated into the workings 
and activities of the international space community, 
both as suppliers and users, networking between 
government, non-government and international 
organizations, and the equally important role of 
COPUOS in establishing frameworks, fora and 
mechanisms for an orderly international development 
of space.  The work of COPUOS is seen as providing a 
unique focal point for fulfilling several specific 
international space needs. 
 
 This is an impressive list of achievements, but 
nonetheless not guarantee for the future success and 
influence of COPUOS and its Subcommittees.  It 
appears that their activities will need to evolve in 
future from the present mandate to being more action-
oriented and more in tune with the major recognized 
needs of the world’s nations. 
 
 Where do we go next?  If one regards today’s 
space activity and where it is headed, there continues to 
be enormous scope for internationally coordinated 
space programmes involving public, public-private or 
private partnerships and centred on space applications 
addressing the problems today generally recognized by 
world leaders as being of great significance to the 
world community.  Many have been identified in world 
summits on, for example, the environment, 
sustainability and the digital divide, while others have 
been the subject of increasing worldwide attention, to, 
for example, avoiding and managing the effects of 
natural and human caused disasters. 
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 However, in future it will not be enough to 
restrict attention simply to space applications on Earth.  
It is clear that our future has a component in space and 
it is this component that will increasingly capture the 
attention of future generations, not only because of the 
innate desire to explore, but more importantly, because 
of the significance that extraterrestrial resources will 
eventually play in life on Earth. 
 
 In the longer term, it is clear that the 
sustainability of life on Earth will not be feasible 
without the full use of space assets and international 
cooperation, and this need lies at the very heart of what 
COPUOS and its Subcommittees was set up to serve. 
 
 This chart tries to illustrate the point that the 
future of our Earth is not sustainable without both 
international cooperation on a global basis and space 
resources being exploited.  You see four scenarios that 
have been developed here and perhaps at your leisure 
you can look at them in more detail later. 
 
 What then should the future role and goals of 
COPUOS be?  This question should be carefully 
considered by COPUOS now that we are five years 
beyond UNISPACE III.  This Conference was set up to 
be action-oriented and to lead to the solution to real 
problems through space applications.  Are we satisfied 
with progress to date?  What are the impediments to 
going further at a pace that is commensurate with the 
rhythm with which major world issues are being 
addressed elsewhere and which will keep champions of 
the projects funded, committed and engaged? 
 
 Coming then to the consideration of the future 
directions, COPUOS might develop a framework for 
this by enunciating space goals linked to the economic 
and social goals and schedule established for 
addressing current world problems, identifying space 
goals linked to the anticipated evolution of the world 
during the next fifty years and reviewing the possible 
role of COPUOS in implementing these. 
 
 To do this, there would be much merit in 
COPUOS establishing a long-term planning group to 
consider the mandate and goals of COPUOS during the 
second 50 years of its existence and to develop a 
rolling five-year plan to meet them. 
 
 This chart and those that follow list in more 
detail the mandate that might be considered for this 
planning activity which would be reporting to 
COPUOS. 
 
 First, addressing the review of the mandate 
and the goals, these points have already been covered. 

 
 Addressing the five-year plan, note should be 
taken of its need to be both actionable and market-
oriented, where the market is considered to represent 
all of the world’s users of space capacity who are not 
on its supply side, whether they be government or non-
government entities. 
 
 A planning group of this nature with a 
reporting period of one year could do much to 
crystallize the deep reflection and buy-in by 
stakeholders necessary as COPUOS considers where it 
hopes to head in the next fifty years of its existence. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, COPUOS and its 
Subcommittees can be proud of what they have 
achieved in the past 47 years.  However, I believe that 
in the light of the enormous progress that has been 
made in that time, not only in space but in also other 
areas of technology and communications in the world, 
and in the light of the new global problems that are 
now becoming pervasive but which can be diminished 
through the proper application of space activity, 
COPUOS would do well to consider undertaking a 
fundamental review of how it should develop from its 
present role into a role that can be more proactive and 
relevant at a time when space activity priorities 
themselves will be undergoing significant 
transformation. 
 

I humbly submit these ideas for your 
consideration not because I think that the work of 
COPUOS and its committees has not been worthwhile 
or relevant but because I believe that COPUOS has laid 
a solid foundation that now needs a new structure to 
support the future development of space assets for the 
future evolution of humanity. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, it was a privilege and an 
honour for me to serve as Chairman of the Scientific 
and Technical Subcommittee in the period 2000 to 
2003 with its particular focus on the implementation of 
UNISPACE III recommendations and I look forward to 
seeing this Subcommittee, the Legal Subcommittee and 
COPUOS to develop an ever more important and 
recognized role for the advancement of international 
space applications in the future. 
 
 I thank you for your attention. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  Dr. Karl Doetsch, on 
behalf of everyone in this room and even including 
those who are not in this room, the entire Committee, I 
humbly and honestly thank you for your insight.  I 
know you were about to punch me in the face 
yesterday.  You said I was promoting your presentation 
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too much but I am sure I do not think I did anything 
extraordinary.  You have lived up to our expectation 
and we are all very grateful.  You have given us 
enough food for thought.  You started out by looking at 
the genesis of COPUOS and in particular the event of 
1957 that led to the birth of COPUOS as an Ad Hoc 
Committee in 1958 and the full Committee in 1959.  
You rapidly then went on to look at the mandate of 
COPUOS, the challenges before COPUOS since then 
and the wisdom of COPUOS in recognizing 
immediately that in order to carry out this mandate, we 
would need three things.  We would need a Scientific 
Subcommittee, we would need a Legal Subcommittee 
and would need a Secretariat, which today is know as 
the Office for Outer Space Affairs. 
 
 Then you took us on a journey of how 
humanity has explored space in many areas, the lessons 
we have learned, the difficulties we faced in the 
process and the achievements we have made.  And then 
you look at the future.  And while doing that, you also 
look on the role of COPUOS in the whole process, 
what COPUOS itself has accomplished, beginning with 
the legal issues and the application of programme 
issues and you concluded by saying this is what we 
have done, so where do we go from here?  And your 
projection for the future, you rightly focus on what we 
have been doing by saying that we are now 
preoccupied with the application of space science and 
technology and this has been more of the case since 
UNISPACE III.  However, you said, when you look at 
those young kids that are coming up, and I want to 
believe the sky is the limit or there should be no limit, 
then there is a need to focus more on the science of 
space exploration and that the time has come for us to 
do justice to that area. 
 
 Then you went ahead and advised COPUOS 
on what might be its own direction in looking at these 
issues by suggesting that COPUOS might want to 
establish, set up a group that can help it to plan its 
work on a rolling basis, a five-year rolling plan, and it 
is not enough for us to clap our hands and say “wow, 
we’ve accomplished so much in the last 50 years”, but 
more importantly it is significant for us to focus on the 
future, realizing that we have gone beyond Earth 
observation, we have gone beyond communication, we 
are now landing on Mars, we are now trying to land on 
the asteroids to see what they contain and we are 
planning to build commercial programmes or 
establishments on the Moon to see what we can take 
from there. 
 
 Question.  Is this Committee up to the 
challenge?  What are we going to do? 
 

 I thank you very much on behalf of the 
Committee and you have done very well for us.  You 
brought a lot of wealth of knowledge and experience 
into what you have done this morning. 
 

So distinguished ladies and gentlemen, we 
have some minutes so digest what Karl has showed us 
but please we do not have enough time so when you 
are going to ask questions, be extremely brief so that 
many people can really ask enough questions. 
 
 I give the floor to the Ambassador of 
Colombia. 
 
 Mr. C. AREVALO YEPES (Colombia) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Sir.  I have 
sat down here to specifically rather to be able to react 
both through questions, proposals and suggestions to 
his statement as well as to yours Sir. 
 
 I would require a great deal of time to do 
justice to these in-depth thoughts which clearly 
translate the work of COPUOS since its inception.  
Indeed, a list of our successes was read out and an 
exercise in consideration regarding our future.  I would 
require a great deal of time to comment on this but I do 
believe that the most important thing here is the 
consideration of our future which begins here, now. 
 
 We have to meet the challenges before 
COPUOS.  Will we work through a new group or 
existing subcommittees which already possess 
effective structures?  These are things we will have to 
examine. 
 
 A small thought as a developing State, Sir. 
 

The relationship between users and suppliers 
or providers in the context of outer space is also a 
sound basis for international cooperation.  It is 
important for developing States.  UNISPACE III was a 
very cornerstone of this from the point of view of what 
COPUOS is within the framework of this cooperation 
which goes over and beyond the very varied levels of 
development of the States.  This is why the legal 
element within COPUOS.  The fact that we have drawn 
up a set of road rules which protect developing States 
was one of the great successes of COPUOS, the 
geostationary orbit, for example.  For a great many 
years we assisted or witnessed a very interesting debate 
regarding this and, finally, a true provisional consensus 
was achieved, for we want to know whether other 
bodies, other mechanisms, organizations will 
implement it as we would wish it to see to be 
implemented.  I am referring here to the cooperation 
between various international organizations for if we 
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wish to establish an independent policy we could stand 
to benefit from the experience of other organizations, 
other bodies.  We could also have an impact on other 
stakeholders, on other players.  This is a challenge, 
indeed, for us. 
 
 This is a key point for us, for within the 
United Nations great changes are under way.  In 
September, at the General Assembly, one of the main 
challenges will be how to articulate our work following 
the changes which will occur within the United Nations 
systems for this will have a great many impact on the 
private sector, on research, amongst others. 
 
 On behalf of the Colombian delegation, I 
would like to convey my gratitude to you, and on 
behalf of the Provisional Secretariat of the Fourth 
Conference on Outer Space, it would be good to step 
up our efforts as far as relationships with other 
organizations are concerned.  And as far as the Fifth 
Conference on Outer Space is concerned, you could 
perhaps, I am perhaps moving a little fast here, but at a 
regional level we require a long-term vision regarding 
our work. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished 
Ambassador of Colombia for his comments. 
 
 Before we go further, Dr. Doetsch, do you 
want to take all the comments together and react later 
on or do you want to do it one by one?  OK. 
 
 Any more comments? 
 
 Ambassador Gonzalez, you still want to talk?  
You have a question for Dr. Doetsch?  Briefly, please, 
time has gone, it is past one now. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZALEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  I had asked for the floor 
before Sir.  I do apologize.  I am delighted that you 
gave the floor to the representative of Colombia for I 
fully associate myself with his comments. 
 
 I am very sorry.  I know it is after 1.00 p.m. 
but I had asked for the floor.  Unfortunately I was 
absent and I heard but a part of Dr. Doetsch’s 
presentation which provided us with a comprehensive 
overview of COPUOS’ work. 
 
 Two comments here are key comments.  Can I 
summarize what the distinguished representative of 
Colombia has just said?  How to support developing 
States.  This is a case here of large-scale progress and 

we praise the countries, and congratulate the countries 
by being able to explore Mars and intend to explore 
Mars and so forth, this is not a challenge for COPUOS 
however.  It is not on the agenda.  There are other 
problems which remain outstanding as far  as space 
applications are concerned and as my colleague so 
rightly said, these are problems which are related to 
international cooperation, how to structure it, given the 
needs of developing States, remote sensing, sustainable 
development, natural disasters.  If we do not solve 
these problems, to start off, we certainly should not 
attempt to meet challenges which we will find on the 
105th floor whereas we are just but at the first floor of 
this great building.  NASA is working on Mars-related 
projects, as far as scientific knowledge or 
dissemination of scientific knowledge is concerned, 
this is very interesting, yes, of course, but developing 
States need to meet the challenge of poverty, access to 
knowledge. 
 
 Second comment.  My delegation is far from 
convinced that we should simply establish a group.  
Which group?  There is a lack of clarity here.  Our 
structure as it stands has been supported by General 
Assembly resolutions.  We cannot legally nor 
technically change it.  The Group of 15 has been 
created, has been established, we require no other 
group. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished 
Ambassador of Chile for his statement. 
 
 And before I go on, let me say that I am very 
pleased to note that I gave the floor first to the 
Ambassador of Colombia because you have 
summarized what he said so if that was his summary, 
you know then that it was very nice I gave the floor to 
him first. 
 
 Do you have any more comments please? 
 
 Yes, the distinguished Chairman of ISRO. 
 
 Mr. G. MADHAVAN NAIR (India):  Thank 
you Mr. Chairman.  I will be as brief as possible.  As 
we have seen that COPUOS has done tremendously 
well in bringing together the ideas and goals of 
applying space technology for development of 
humankind.  But still the problems which are facing us 
today are with respect to the imbalance between the 
developing countries and developed countries.  The 
resources are with the developed countries and how 
this can be effectively utilized by the needy, we have to 
evolve some mechanisms.  Of course, I know that in 
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the UNISPACE conferences, we have made unique 
recommendations as to how we can share this 
information and how we can go about in the capacity-
building.  But at the same time, the effective 
monitoring of this implementation and funding for 
such projects is very scarce so we have to address this 
issue and see how we can formulate mechanisms for 
the future. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you Dr. Nair for 
that statement. 
 
 The representative of IAF first and then 
France and I think France will be the last before we 
adjourn. 
 
 Ms. R. RAMIREZ DE ARELLANO 
(International Astronautical Federation) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  Thank you Sir.  The IAF wishes to 
make a statement.  I do not want to engage in those 
reflections here but I would like to congratulate Dr. 
Doetsch, in(?) the President of the International 
Astronautical Federation rather, I have had the great 
pleasure of meeting him.  His skills, outstanding 
knowledge has been of great use to us and I would like 
to thank him again. 
 
 Thank you Sir. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the representative 
of IAF for that comment. 
 
 And the distinguished representative of 
France, you have the floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. P. VILLEMUR (France) (interpretation 
from French):  Thank you Sir.  I will be very brief, just 
to state that our delegation supports the concept of Dr. 
Doetsch to ponder upon the reflection, the possibility 
of creating the group which he has referred to. 
 
 Thank you Sir. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you Sir for that 
comment. 
 
 I now invite Dr. Doetsch to respond. 
 
 Mr. K. DOETSCH (Canada):  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman.  I, too, will not take long in this one.  If 
I somehow created the impression that I did not 
consider the component of living on planet Earth to be 
as important, and perhaps a more immediate priority 
than leaving planet Earth, then I am afraid that I have 

conveyed the wrong impression.  I fully share the 
comments that have been made that we have many 
global problems that need to be resolved where space 
can be enabling in finding solutions and we need to 
identify and concentrate on those.  But I also believe 
that as you look towards the future, maybe 50 years 
away, then the asset of space will actually help 
diminish some of the problems that exist on Earth 
today and we must not lose sight of that possibility. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN:  I thank you very much 
Dr. Doetsch on behalf of the Committee. 
 
 All of us humans every year in December we 
say we are now to make a new plan for the new year.  
What is your plan?  And what you have done is to let 
us know that we have got a mandate to look at.  Are we 
going to sit on this mandate in black on white as it has 
been since 1959 or are we going to take into 
consideration the realities of life and the continuous 
dynamics of space exploration to see what we need to 
do?  This is a challenge whether we want to accept it or 
not.  Somebody has to challenge you and Dr. Doetsch 
has done that and I congratulate you for bringing that 
to the attention of this house. 
 
 So on behalf of the Committee thank you and 
let us please get our hands together for Dr. Doetsch 
once more. 
 
 Distinguished delegates, I will now adjourn 
this meeting of the Committee.  But before doing so, I 
would like to inform all delegations of our schedule of 
work for this afternoon.  We will reconvene promptly 
at 3.00 p.m.  At that time, we will continue our 
consideration of agenda item 4, General Exchange of 
Views, and item 5, Ways and Means of Maintaining 
Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes. 
 
 We will also begin our consideration of 
agenda item 6, Implementation of the 
Recommendations of UNISPACE III. 
 
 Are there any questions on this proposed 
schedule? 
 
 OK, that is agreed. 
 
 I would also like to remind delegates that they 
are all invited to attend the official opening of the 
“India in Space” exhibition in the Rotunda on the 
ground floor of Building ‘C’, immediately following 
the adjournment of our afternoon session today.  This 
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will be followed by a reception hosted by the 
delegation of India. 
 
 This meeting is adjourned until 3.00 p.m. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 1.11 p.m. 
 


