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Vienna 
 
 

Chairman: Mr. G. Brachet (France) 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3.08 p.m. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Distinguished delegates, good afternoon, I 
now declare open the 555th meeting of the Committee 
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 
 
 This afternoon, we will continue our 
consideration of agenda item 7, Implementation of 
UNISPACE III Recommendations, as well 8, Report of 
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its 
Forty-Third Session, and 9, Report of the Legal 
Subcommittee on its Forty-Fifth Session. 
 
 And, time permitting, we will begin our 
consideration of agenda item 10, Spin-Off Benefits of 
Space Technology:  Review of Current Status. 
 
 I would add that, aware of the fact that there 
are various priorities which are topical right now.  I 
will try and let you go early so that you have time to 
see the beginning of the World Cup which I believe 
starts off with Costa Rica versus Germany at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 I would like to inform delegates that the 
Secretariat has distributed this afternoon the 
provisional list of participants for this session of the 
Committee, as contained in Conference Room Paper 2.  
Delegates wishing to make changes to this provisional 
list are kindly requested to please submit those changes 
to the Secretariat no later than 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
13 June.  Thank you. 
 
 I would also like to remind delegates to kindly 
turn mobile telephones off when entering the 
Conference Room.  Mobile phones, switched on and on 
stand-by, seriously interfere with the sound system in 

the conference rooms and hence it impacts the quality 
of interpretation and sound recording.  Thus, I strongly 
urge you to please adhere to this request and I thank 
you. 
 
Implementation of the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III (agenda item 7) 
 
 Distinguished delegates, I would now like to 
continue our consideration of agenda item 7, 
Implementation of the Recommendations of 
UNISPACE III. 
 
 The first speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of the United States, Mr. 
Hodgkins. 
 
 Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of 
America):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, I 
wanted to provide the Committee with an update on the 
work that we have been doing in the area of Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems.  I am doing this in my 
capacity as the former co-Chair of the Action Team on 
GNSS and the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group of the International Committee on GNSS. 
 
 You will recall that one of the 
recommendations from the report of the Action Team 
on GNSS was to consider the creation of an informal 
coordination group which would be known as the 
International Committee on GNSS.  The aim of the 
ICG would be to bring together providers of GNSS 
services on a global and regional basis with major user 
groups represented by non-governmental organizations 
and international organizations to discuss ways to 
promote the use of GNSS, particularly in the 
developing world. 
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 In December of 2005, we held our first 
organizational meeting of the ICG, here in Vienna, 
where potential participants in the ICG agreed to 
develop a set of Terms of Reference and Work Plan 
and to hold the first real meeting of the ICG towards 
the end of 2006. 
 
 Since December of 2005, 19 countries and 
non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations 
have confirmed their interest in joining the 
International Committee on GNSS in a capacity as 
either member or observer.  Among that group of 19, 
we formed an Ad Hoc Working Group which held a 
meeting on Tuesday of this week to finalize the Terms 
of Reference of the ICG and to review the proposed 
Work Plan.  Our intent is to hold the first meeting of 
the ICG in late October here in Vienna where we 
would adopt among the members the Terms of 
Reference and then begin work on the Work Plan, or 
implementation of the Work Plan. 
 
 I think I can safely say on behalf of the 
members and observers of the ICG that this is a highly 
successful outcome of UNISPACE and of the Action 
Team process.  We brought together a highly diverse 
group of experts in the ICG, organizations that we have 
had very little interaction with on the space side but 
these organizations are primary users of GNSS 
services. 
 
 I would also like to mention the strong 
support we have been provided by the Office for Outer 
Space Affairs.  They acted as a focal point for 
organizing our initial meetings and for distributing the 
relevant documents related to the establishment of the 
ICG.  And I would like to express my deep 
appreciation to the Office for Outer Space Affairs for 
their tremendous support.  And I would also like to 
note that our first meeting will be held here in Vienna 
where the Office for Outer Space Affairs has agreed to 
provide organizational support for the ICG. 
 
 For those of you who are interested in 
receiving further information about the Committee, I 
will be here for the remainder of today and all of next 
week and will be more than happy to talk with you and 
I know that there are members of the ICG present that 
would also be prepared to provide any further 
information should you so desire. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  I would like to thank Mr. Hodgkins for that 
information about the progress achieved in terms of 

establishing this GNSS Group.  It seems that they are 
making a great deal of satisfactory progress.  They 
have had their first Plenary Meeting which will be held 
at the year in Vienna.  And I would like to thank the 
members of the Group for what they have achieved in 
terms of setting up this Committee. 
 
 Are there any questions for the delegate of the 
United States? 
 
 I see none. 
 
 Would anyone else like to take the floor at this 
time on agenda item 7, Implementation of the 
Recommendations of UNISPACE III? 
 
 I see none. 
 
 We will, therefore, continue our consideration 
of agenda item 7, Implementation of the 
Recommendations of UNISPACE III, on Monday 
morning. 
 
Report of the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee on its forty-third session (agenda 
item 8) 
 
 Distinguished delegates, I would now like to 
turn to item 8 of the agenda.  We began consideration 
of that agenda item last night.  We continued it this 
morning.  This is the Report of the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee on its Forty-Third Session. 
 
 The first speaker on my list is the 
distinguished representative of the Czech Republic and 
I will now give the floor to Mr. Petr Lála.  You have 
the floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. P. LÁLA (Czech Republic):  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, our delegation 
appreciates the broad spectrum of items considered by 
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.  In 
particular, we appreciate that most of the items is now 
discussed under specific work plans.  This definitely 
makes the work of the Subcommittee more systematic 
and focused so that it can provide valuable expertise 
and input for the main Committee. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, regarding the issue of space 
debris, our delegation will continue to actively 
participate in the work of the Working Group on the 
development of United Nations document on space 
debris mitigation.  It should be based on the Inter-
Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee 
Mitigation Guidelines. 
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 You may recall that the space debris issue is 
officially at our agenda since 1994 and the 
comprehensive Technical Report on Space Debris, the 
so-called Rex Report, was adopted by the Scientific 
and Technical Subcommittee in 1999.  In the 
meantime, the scientific and technical community has 
made significant progress in dealing with space debris 
threat to the safety of spaceflight.  Most operators take 
this problem seriously, working on the voluntary basis.  
It is our firm belief that COPUOS should incorporate 
this experience into United Nations Guidelines as soon 
as possible in order to strengthen the efforts to keep the 
near-Earth environment reasonably clean. 
 
 The issue of space debris is closely related to 
the management of space traffic, which is emerging as 
a complex problem to be considered by the space 
community in the near future.  In this connection, we 
welcome the introduction to our Committee, next 
week, of the “International Academy of Astronautics 
Cosmic Study on Space Traffic Management”, by one 
of its coordinators, Kai-Uwe Schrogl of Germany.  
Experts from the Czech Republic have also 
participated in preparation of this study. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, in 
accordance with the agreement of the Committee at its 
forty-eighth session, the Committee has before it, for 
its review, the study of the Ad Hoc Expert Group on 
the possibility of creating an international entity to 
provide for coordination and the means of realistically 
optimizing the effectiveness of space-based services 
for use in disaster management.  So far, it is called 
DMISCO.  Two experts from the Czech Republic 
actively contributed to this work.  Our delegation 
strongly supports creation of such an entity, preferably 
under the auspices of the United Nations Office for 
Outer Space Affairs. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates and 
representatives, thank you for your attention. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Yes, I would like to thank Mr. Petr Lála for 
his statement on the Czech Republic’s activities in this 
regard and I would like to thank him for announcing 
the presentation next week of the study of the 
International Space Academy on Space Traffic 
Management.  And I would like to add that Mr. Lála 
was one of the two people responsible for coordinating 
this study and he was so modest he did not mention it 
in his own presentation.  So I would like to thank him 
for his considerable work, alongside Mr. Kai-Uwe 
Schrogl, and thank him for his efforts to ensure that 
this would be ready for presentation to the Committee 

next week.  Once again, thank you for your statement 
Sir. 
 
 And I now give the floor to the delegate of 
Canada, Mr. Douglas Aldworth.  You have the floor 
Sir. 
 
 Mr. D. ALDWORTH (Canada):  Thank you 
very much Mr. Chairman.  Canada will have four 
statements to make under this agenda item.  As the 
distinguished representative from the Czech Republic 
has mentioned, there are various subjects under the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee Report which 
individually require or warrant statements. 
 
 The first one is on matters relating to the 
remote sensing of the Earth.  Canada is pleased to 
announce that the Act Governing the Operation of 
Remote Sensing Space Systems received Royal Assent 
on 25 November 2005.  The Act is designed to 
promote the development of the remote sensing 
industry in Canada, while recognizing the necessity for 
the Canadian Government to be able to control satellite 
operations to protect its national security, national 
defence and foreign policy interests. 
 
 The Act provides for the licensing of the 
operations of remote sensing satellite systems operated 
from Canada or by Canadian, as well as the regulation 
of the distribution of remote sensing data and products. 
 
 This legislation was prompted by the 
emergence of new high-resolution satellites such as 
Radarsat-2, a new-generation radar imagery satellite 
scheduled to be launched by Canada in late 2006. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 We also have a statement on space debris. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, Canada has been involved in 
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee Working 
Group on the mitigation of space debris for several 
years and would like to state our satisfaction with the 
degree of common purpose shown by members from 
all represented member States.  This directly 
influenced the success of their work. 
 
 As you will have read in the report of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, the Space 
Debris Mitigation Working Group has been able to 
complete its work a full year ahead of schedule and 
achieve consensus to submit the proposed United 
Nations Guidelines to the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee.  If, after national consultations, 
consensus is achieved at the Scientific and Technical 
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Subcommittee in 2007, next June, this Plenary will be 
asked to recommend the Guidelines to the United 
Nations General Assembly. 
 
 The importance of these Guidelines should 
not be underestimated.  The global community is 
increasingly recognizing the need to address the 
deteriorating environment in space by limiting the 
production of space debris. 
 
 Canada would like to recommend that 
member States give some advance thought to whether 
the Guidelines should be submitted as a separate 
United Nations resolution rather than submitting them 
as an addendum to the annual COPUOS report to the 
United Nations.  The former would undoubtedly 
highlight the passage of the Guidelines and would 
mark not only the importance of accepted Space Debris 
Mitigation Guidelines, but also the continued 
effectiveness of COPUOS in addressing major issues 
which can affect our long-term access to space. 
 
 As we have noted in previous statements to 
COPUOS bodies, this cooperative approach to solving 
emerging problems could productively serve as a 
template for the development of other guidelines or 
best practices based on the need for orderly and 
predictable conduct in space. 
 
 With the passage of these Guidelines in 2007, 
COPUOS will again demonstrate its commitment to 
preserving access to the benefits of space activities for 
all. 
 
 Finally, Canada would like to point out that 
even with full implementation of these proposed 
Guidelines, it is probably that the population of space 
debris will continue to grow, year after year, thus 
putting space assets at additional collision risk as time 
goes on.  We must, therefore, consider the Guidelines 
as an excellent start, but not a conclusion.  Efforts must 
continue to devise the technical ability to begin 
removing existing space debris from their orbits to halt 
the decline in the space environment. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Thank you for that statement.  Would you 
like to make the other statement at this time as well?  
Do you want to continue on? 
 
 Mr. D. ALDWORTH (Canada):  We have 
another statement related to the space-system-based 
tele-medicine. 
 

 Mr. Chairman, at the spring meeting of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, a number of 
the honourable delegates expressed an interest in 
reactivating Action Team 6 for implementation of the 
UNISPACE III resolution “Use of Space-Based 
Technologies to Improve Public Health”.  The WHO 
and Canada have agreed to co-Chair this team.  We 
invite any interested party to attend an exploratory 
meeting between 14.00 and 15.00 hours on 13 June 
2006, here in this building.  The objective is to 
ascertain which topics are of most interest for the work 
of the team and which distinguished delegates wish to 
participate. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Thank you.  One more? 
 
 Mr. D. ALDWORTH (Canada):  One more.  
This is a statement on the International Heliophysical 
Year. 
 
 First of all, let me confirm to you that Canada 
is keen and willing to participate to the International 
Heliophysical Year activities.  Canada is represented at 
the IHY International Advisory Committee and has 
also created a National Steering Committee on IHY, 
chaired by Dr. Ian Mann, the Canadian Research Chair 
in the Department of Physics at the University of 
Alberta. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, there are very few directly 
funded research activities in Canada for IHY.  
Scientists in different provinces and institutions are 
organizing themselves and using existing resources to 
conduct research in a more coordinated manner to 
support the IHY objectives. 
 
 The Canadian Space Agency supports the 
scientific thrusts and capacity-building objectives of 
IHY.  However, there is no mechanism or financial 
resources to engage directly.  ePOP, THEMIS and 
Canadian Geospace Monitoring projects which the 
CSA supports, will be operating during the IHY time 
window and will generate valuable data which can be 
shared by the world scientific community for the 
purpose of IHY. 
 
 ePOP, planned for a late 2007 launch, will 
collect data on upper atmospheric loss and responsible 
mechanisms.  With a suite of eight instruments, 
including six Canadian, one United States and one 
Japanese instrument, ePOP will return data with 
unprecedented time resolution, thanks to the 
CASSIOPE co-payload CASCADE.  The data will 
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give us more definitive answers on how auroral 
processes can lead to the escape of ionospheric ions 
and neutrals from Earth. 
 
 THEMIS is a NASA MIDEX mission of five 
satellites, to be flown in 2007.  The CSA is a full 
partner in the mission, responsible for the ground-
based component of the experiment.  The Canadian 
contribution is in the form of 16(?) high-cadence all-
sky imagers deployed across Canada.  The images 
returned from these imagers will put the in situ satellite 
observation in context.  Combined, this data promises 
to answer definitively what mechanism triggers sub-
storms. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, the Canadian Geospace 
Monitoring is a Canada-wide network of ground-based 
instruments consisting of magnetometers, all-sky 
imagers, with a lower time resolution than THEMIS 
imagers but with greater spectral resolution, 
photometers, riometers, coherent radars, and 
ionosondes.  Close to 100 in number, these instruments 
collect real-time information on how the ionosphere 
changes in response to the solar wind.  This change can 
in turn be used to infer the magnetospheric process 
further afield.  CGSM is the world’s largest and most 
sophisticated ground instrument array, and as such, the 
most powerful tool to render a global picture of the 
space environment, which sing-point measurements by 
satellites are incapable of.  CGSM has been in 
operation since the mid-1980s and will continue in 
operation through the International Heliophysical Year. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, during this COPUOS period, 
Canada will be pleased to consider other activities or 
working groups related to the IHY.  Our involvement 
and participation will be enthusiastic. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Thank you very much Mr. Aldworth for your 
four statements on behalf of the Canadian delegation.  
What struck me in particular was your statement on 
space debris being a very important matter and we see 
it coming up in Plenary following the work done in the 
Working Group and the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee.  And it will be an important question at 
the beginning of 2007 and it is important to decide 
what form the recommendation of the Committee is 
going to take, vis-à-vis, the General Assembly with 
regards to guidelines on managing space debris, or 
rather mitigation space debris.  I think that the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee will also need 
to decide on the follow-up that it wishes to see to work 
already done in this area because, as we know well, the 

question of space debris is a long-term matter and it 
might be that additional measures will be necessary to 
preserve, or rather conserve, the space environment in 
the next 10, 20, 50, 100 or whatever years.  So once 
again thanks to the Canadian delegation for once again 
drawing our attention to the importance of this matter, 
the significance of this matter. 
 
 Do I see any questions arising from statements 
that we have just heard this afternoon? 
 
 And do I see other delegations who would like 
to take the floor on this item of the agenda? 
 
 I see no such requests. 
 
 We shall, therefore, pursue our examination of 
agenda item 8, Report of the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee, on Monday morning. 
 
Report of the Legal Subcommittee on its forty-fifth 
session (agenda item 9) 
 
 Distinguished delegates, we shall now turn 
our attention to agenda item 9.  We will continue our 
consideration of the report of the Legal Subcommittee 
on its forty-fifth session. 
 
 And I have one speaker on my list, namely 
Mr. Ken Hodgkins on behalf of the delegation of the 
United States of America. 
 
 Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of 
America):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, 
my delegation has noted previously the positive 
developments in revitalizing the agendas and methods 
of work of COPUOS and its Subcommittees.  The last 
session of the Legal Subcommittee demonstrated once 
again the encouraging results that have emerged from 
our efforts.  Under the able leadership of its newly 
elected Chairman, Mr. Raimundo González of Chile, 
the Subcommittee produced highly useful results. 
 
 COPUOS and its Legal Subcommittee have a 
distinguished history of working through consensus to 
develop space law in a manner that promotes, rather 
than hinders, space exploration.  The Legal 
Subcommittee played a key role in establishing the 
core Outer Space Treaties:  the Outer Space Treaty of 
1867, the Rescue and Return Agreement, and the 
Liability and Registration Conventions.  Under the 
legal framework of these treaties, space exploration by 
nations, international organizations and, now, private 
entities has flourished.  As a result, space technology 
and services contribute immeasurably to economic 
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growth and improvements in the quality of life around 
the world. 
 
 Notwithstanding the continued relevance of 
the space law instruments, many States have not 
accepted key treaties, including some members of 
COPUOS.  The United States has encouraged the 
Subcommittee to invite States to consider ratifying and 
implementing the four space law instruments cited 
above.  And, of course, it should encourage States that 
have accepted the core instruments to look at the 
sufficiency of their nation’s laws to implement them.  
We were pleased to learn at the most recent session of 
the Legal Subcommittee that some additional States 
have acceded to some of the Outer Space Treaties and 
that others intend to do so in the near future. 
 
 At the most last session of the Legal 
Subcommittee, some States called for the negotiation 
of a new, comprehensive convention on outer space.  It 
is my delegation’s view that such an approach would 
not be productive.  The principles contained in the 
treaties establish a framework that has encouraged the 
exploration of outer space and benefit both space-
faring and non-space-faring nations.  It is important 
that we do not lose sight of how much has been, and 
continues to be, achieved for humanity’s common 
benefit within this framework.  Articles 1 and 2 of the 
Outer Space Treaty establish that the exploration and 
use of outer space is to be carried out for the benefit 
and in the interests of all peoples, that outer space 
exploration and use are open on a non-discriminatory 
basis, that there is freedom of scientific investigation in 
outer space and that outer space is not subject to 
national appropriation.  The United States fully 
supports these principles and believes that the 
Subcommittee should undertaken activities to support 
the continued vitality of these principles.  The United 
States remains convinced, in particular, that to 
entertain the possibility of the negotiation of a new, 
comprehensive space law instrument might undermine 
these principles and the existing space law regime. 
 
 The Legal Subcommittee made much progress 
on the agenda item on the practice of States and 
international organizations in registering space objects.  
The Subcommittee, through a Working Group, led by 
Kai-Uwe Schrogl of Germany, completed the third 
year of a four-year work plan concerning this agenda 
item.  The Working Group focused on harmonization 
of practices, non-registration of space objects, practice 
with regard to transfer of ownership of space objects in 
orbit; and practice with regard to registration or non-
registration of foreign space objects.  The Working 
Group produced a very promising preliminary report.  
We look forward to continued work on this issue and 

expect that the results of this effort will have a positive 
impact on the registration practice of States in the 
future. 
 
 Finally, Mr. Chairman, the Legal 
Subcommittee also drafted a text on advantages of 
adherence to the Liability Convention and 
recommended that it be sent to all States that had not 
yet become Parties to the Convention.  By focusing on 
the benefits of adhering to the Outer Space Treaties, 
the Legal Subcommittee has helped to promote the 
existing international legal framework governing outer 
space. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  I would like to thank Mr. Ken Hodgkins for 
his statement on the report of the Legal Subcommittee.  
And I would like to thank him in particular for drawing 
our attention to the work that has been led by our 
colleague, Mr. Schrogl, dealing with the question of 
registration.  This is an important matter which has 
been raised in the Committee on a number of occasions 
at this session and we are delighted to see that this 
Working Group is up and running and its Work Plan 
has been scheduled and I know that its work is due to 
continue into 2007 and I look forward to hearing about 
the progress that I imagine will be reported to us at a 
Plenary meeting next year. 
 
 Do I see any questions to members of the 
American delegation or to other delegations in 
connection with this agenda item? 
 
 I see no requests for the floor. 
 
 And we will, therefore, continue our 
examination of item 9, the Report of the Legal 
Subcommittee on the work of its most recent session, 
at our meeting on Monday morning. 
 
Spin-off benefits of space technology:  review of 
current status (agenda item 10) 
 
 We are, therefore, in a position to turn our 
attention to agenda item 10, namely Spin-Off Benefits 
of Space Technology:  Review of Current Status. 
 
 I have no speakers on my speakers list, at this 
stage, at least. 
 

And in the absence of speakers, I suggest that 
we resume this point, we will take up this point again, 
item 10, Spin-Off Benefits of Space Technology, on 
Monday morning. 
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 This essentially brings us to the end of our 
agenda for this afternoon.  However, I would like to 
take this opportunity to tell you about our schedule for 
Monday morning. 
 
 We will reconvene promptly at 10.00 a.m. on 
12 June and we will continue our examination of 
agenda items 7, Implementation of the 
Recommendations of UNISPACE III, 8, Report of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on the Work of 
its Forty-Third Session, and 9, Report of the Legal 
Subcommittee on its Forty-Fifth Session, and we will 
continue our examination of agenda item 10, Spin-Off 
Benefits of Space Technology:  Review of Current 
Status. 
 
 Please also note that at the end of Monday 
morning’s meeting, there will be three technical 
presentations which will be made by the 
representatives of India, Indonesia and the Spaceweek 
International Association. 
 
 In addition, the Working Group on the Use of 
Nuclear Power Sources in Space of the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee will meet in an intersessional 
meeting in C-0713 at 9.00 a.m.  So delegations who are 
interested in following the work of that Working Group 
are requested to come to Room C-0713 at 9.00 a.m. on 
Monday morning. 
 
 In addition, the Working Group on the 
DMISCO Report, or rather the Expert Group on 
DMISCO, will continue its debates in Conference 
Room VII, also at 9.00 a.m. 
 
 Are there any questions or comments in the 
light of this schedule? 
 
 I thought I saw a comment from the Chilean 
Ambassador.  That is on a previous comment? 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  I wanted to say the 
following as an important advantage that I would like 
to recall in the area of space technology, when it comes 
to satellite TV broadcasting.  I note that the Chairman 
has reminded us of the beginning of the World Cup 
today and I am delighted.  I wonder if there are any 
televisions which mean that we are in a position to 
watch that event here? 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Sir, you will have noted that our Friday p.m. 
agenda has been very diligently exhausted and it might 
be that there is a certain relationship to be seen 

between our rather short end and the beginning of the 
World Cup which is, of course, not necessarily of 
interest to all delegations but I think I could go as far as 
to suggest that perhaps the majority of delegations are 
interested and no doubt, in particular, our Latin 
American friends and our German friends in particular, 
because that it is in Germany that the World Cup will 
start at 6.00 p.m. this evening. 
 
 So this brings us to the end of our session this 
afternoon.  I would like to thank you for your 
participation and I look forward to seeing you on 
Monday morning and I hope you enjoy the matches 
which will take place between now and then. 
 

The meeting closed 3.45 p.m. 
 


