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Vienna 
 
 

Chairman:  Mr. Ciro Arévalo-Yepes (Colombia) 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10.08 a.m. 
 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Good morning distinguished delegates, it is 
a pleasure to declare open the 594th meeting of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 
 
 This morning we will continue and conclude 
our consideration of agenda item 13, Use of Space-
Derived Geo-Spatial Data for Sustainable 
Development. 
 
 We will also continue our consideration of 
agenda item 14, Other Matters. 
 
Use of space-derived geo-spatial data for 
sustainable development (agenda item 13) 
 
 Before calling on the first speaker on my list 
under the agenda item on the use of space-derived geo-
spatial data for sustainable development, I would like 
to give the floor to the Secretariat for an outline of the 
Plan of Work on this subject, international cooperation 
in the use of space-derived geo-spatial data for 
sustainable development.  It is my pleasure to call on 
Mr. Niklas Hedman of the Secretariat.  You have the 
floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. N. HEDMAN (Deputy Secretary, Office 
for Outer Space Affairs):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
Yes, indeed, the Secretariat would just like to call to 
delegations’ attention a couple of points in the Work 
Plan under this particular agenda item.  And as you are 
all aware, the Work Plan in full is listed in the report of 
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
from 2006, as contained in document A/61/20. 
 

 In paragraph 301 of that report, and I am 
reading now the paragraph so you do not have to check 
the document in question, within the Work Plan it is 
stated the following:  “The Committee agreed to 
include a new item on the agenda of the Committee at 
its fiftieth session entitled ‘International Cooperation in 
Promoting the Use of Space-Derived Geo-Spatial Data 
for Sustainable Development’, under the Multi-Year 
Work Plan presented below, and with the 
understanding that the Work Plan could be revised as 
necessary for 2008 and 2009 at the Committee’s 
fiftieth and fifty-first session”. 
 
 The Work Plan comprises three years, 2007, 
we have already concluded that, 2008, and that is what 
we are doing at this current session, and the last year is 
2009.  In 2009, the Committee is mandated to consider 
the following and I will read it out. 
 
 One, a valuation of the activities undertaken 
within the United Nations system that are directly 
related to the use of space-derived geo-spatial 
information for sustainable development and 
consideration of ways to highlight the links existing 
among those activities and the means to give them 
stronger international recognition. 
 
 The second point, drafting of a report 
containing recommendations on ways and means to 
foster international cooperation with a view to building 
up national infrastructure to use space-derived geo-
spatial data. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, as can 
be seen here, next year there will be a focus on the 
activities and use of these data within the United 
Nations systems.  The Secretariat will, of course, 
prepare for this element to be considered at next year’s 
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session of the Committee.  The Secretariat will prepare 
a summary, if agreed, a summary of the discussions so 
far under this agenda item that has been taking place in 
2007 and this year 2008. 
 
 The Secretariat will also include in that 
document information on the use of such data within 
the United Nations system and, as delegation’s heard 
yesterday from the representative, the observer of 
OCHA(?), there are certain initiatives within the 
United Nations system so the Secretariat will work 
closely with OCHA and through the Inter-Agency 
Meeting on Outer Space Activities to provide such a 
document. 
 
 However, Mr. Chairman, regarding the second 
point, through you, Mr. Chairman, the Secretariat 
would like to have guidance from this body how 
delegations intend to proceed with the drafting of 
recommendations.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the Secretariat for outlining the 
Work Plan on the item, International Cooperation in 
Promoting the Use of Space-Derived Geo-Spatial Data 
for Sustainable Development.  We are grateful to the 
Secretariat for its commitment to implementing this 
Work Plan, particularly as regards to preparing a report 
outlining the results of discussions that took place in 
previous years, working closely with the 
representatives of OCHA and also including the results 
of the discussions that took place on this item in the 
Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities. 
 
 We will thus proceed with the operational part 
of the Work Plan and will look to the Secretariat to 
prepare the report and the recommendations.  The 
Secretariat has also asked, through the Chair, this body 
to come up with suggestions, comments on this matter 
and I am happy to offer the floor to those delegations 
who would like to make such comments. 
 
 I see though at this point, no delegation 
wishes to take the floor.  What we are going to do is 
ask the Secretariat to proceed with this work with the 
understanding that it has the support of the Chair and 
this body on this Work Plan.  And if there is no 
objection … .  The Secretariat has clarified that the 
decision would be on the item that refers to activities 
under way in the United Nations pending the 
preparation of a report and recommendations with 
regard to international cooperation with the use of 
international infrastructure as necessary, for this is 
something that has been clarified and in this way, we 
are going to proceed, unless there is an objection.  
Thank you. 

 
 I have one country, Brazil, Mr. Fernando 
Manuel Ramos, who is Chief of the Office for 
International Cooperation at the National Space 
Research Institute, known as INPE, who has asked for 
the floor.  You have the floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. F. M. RAMOS (Brazil):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, the General Assembly 
agreed to consider at its fifty-first session the item 
entitled “International Cooperation in Promoting the 
Use of Space-Derived Geo-Spatial Data for Sustainable 
Development”, proposed originally by Brazil.  Today, 
Brazil will present its experience in setting up a proper 
international infrastructure for space-derived geo-
spatial data collection, processing and application. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, will argue that space-derived 
data can make a large contribution to the national 
spatial infrastructures of the developing nations, given 
some conditions.  First, we should access to spatial 
data as public goods.  Secondly, there should be a 
strong investment in capacity-building.  Thirdly, these 
nations should have access to open-source software, 
scientific literature and suitable hardware.  Brazil will 
then argue that a concerted action is necessary to 
achieve these goals. 
 
 Developing nations form both a challenge and 
an opportunity for spatial data infrastructures, SDI.  
These countries have significant challenges in handling 
their natural resources and SDI can play an important 
role in managing their territories.  Most decision-
making in developing nations need spatial data.  For 
example, planning a new hydro-electric power plant 
needs an assessment of its potential impacts on 
communities and environment.  This leads to a need for 
building different scenarios with acceptable data and 
analysis techniques.  The first problem for setting up an 
SDI on a developing nation is to create the datasets 
since in most countries, they are outdated or non-
existent.  Much important information for a spatial data 
infrastructure can be obtained from satellite imagery.  
Land imaging datasets provided by remote sensing 
satellites produce significant social benefits associated 
with application areas such as agriculture, deforestation 
assessment, disaster monitoring, drought relief and 
land management.  Land use and land cover maps, 
hydrological features and the road network, the durable 
structures can be extracted from remote sensing data. 
 
 We need to consider the United Nations 
remote sensing principles, adopted in 1987.  These 
principles support remote sensing systems as public 
goods, in both the ideological(?) and economic senses 
of the term.  The data are to be shared as openly as 
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possible on a non-discriminatory basis and for a 
reasonable cost.  The formations in institutions that 
manage remote sensing satellites can make a strong 
contribution to developing nations if they provide their 
data as public goods.  There has to be a concerted 
actions where all nations will engage, including those 
that manage the land imaging satellites and those that 
use the data. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, there are grounds for moderate 
optimism on this matter. 
 
 Brazil and China have agreed that their 
CYBERS satellite imagery is available as open access 
in China, Latin America and Africa.  The United States 
has announced that all its Landsat archives will be 
open and accessible.  Japan has committed to provide a 
digital terrain model of the Earth at 30 metre resolution 
based on its astro-sensor.  Argentina is following a 
similar path, as announced yesterday in this 
Committee.  Together, the initiatives by Brazil, China, 
Argentina, the United States and Japan show that much 
can be done by provide developing nations much 
needed data.  Given the Earth is a finite place, an ideal 
configuration of land imaging satellites is possible 
covering different ends of the spectrum, optical, 
infrared, thermal and microwave.  And with 
complementarity spatial and temporal resolutions, 
many countries, some with existing space programmes 
and some with emerging space activities, can 
contribute to this global concerted effort by combining 
compatible satellite specifications, open data access, 
open source software and extensive capacity-building 
that will bring optimal benefits for land imaging data. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, satellite data is useful to build 
spatial data infrastructures in developing countries but 
other data sources and technologies are needed.  
Developing nations need a land _________(?) where 
each piece of land is assigned and registered.  
Fortunately, the cost of building a land ________(?) 
have decreased enormously in recent years to the use 
of global navigation satellite systems, GNSS.  The 
GNSS technology allows countries to produce road 
map with maps and ________(?) maps at a fraction of 
the previous cost. 
 
 Finally, the technologies for organizing and 
sharing spatial data obtained from satellites in GNSS-
based services are also available as open source.  There 
are open source spatial data bases that handle large sets 
of geographical data.  These open source solutions are 
extremely efficient and cost-effective. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, all of these promising 
technologies need qualified personnel to make use of 

them.  Open access to land imaging data has to be 
combined with capacity-building on the use of space-
based geo-spatial data.  For developing nations we 
need multi-tried solutions, short-term approaches 
include training programmes through international 
institutions such as the United Nations Regional 
Centres for Space Science and Technology Education.  
Longer term knowledge-building requires international 
support for undergraduate and graduate education.  
This is complemented by open source and low-cost 
software for processing remote sensing data which are 
becoming widely available. 
 
 The global quotation benefits of spatial data 
infrastructures in developing nations should motivated 
developed nations to establish a significant effort of 
capacity-building.  The world needs qualified 
technicians, engineers and researchers who know how 
to build and make use of spatial data infrastructures.  
This requires continual commitment of resources for at 
least 10 years.  We need sustained investment in 
education on this area. 
 
 To achieve the goal of free and open provision 
distribution and usage of land imaging data, we need a 
global governance structure.  Fortunately, such 
governance structure exists today.  The Group on Earth 
Observations, GEO, and its associated space branch, 
the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites, CEOS, 
have established plans for a land surface imaging 
constellation.  CEOS has a membership of 73 countries 
plus the European Commission.  Most land imaging 
satellite operators are members of CEOS.  As soon as 
the member countries of GEO decide to adopt an open 
data policy and actively commit resources to the 
proposed constellation of CEOS, the governance and 
structures of GEO and CEOS can organize an effective 
action. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, combining open data access 
and open source software is the best way to combine 
the efforts of developed and developing nations to 
promote the use of space-derived geo-spatial data for 
sustainable development.  Brazil is working hard with 
its partners worldwide to support these goals.  We 
applaud the efforts of COPUOS to engage in this 
discussion and hope that free data and free software is 
adopted as a strong policy on COPUOS.  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the distinguished representative of 
INPE, Mr. Ramos, of the Brazilian delegation.  Thank 
you very much for your statement. 
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 I now recognize the representative of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr. Ahmad Talebzadeh.  You 
have the floor. 
 
 Mr. A. TALEBZADEH (Islamic Republic of 
Iran):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, geo-
spatial data is of critical importance for the successful 
implementation and promotion of any sustainable 
development programme particularly in developing 
countries.  Having acquired experiences on remote 
sensing and its applications over the last three decades, 
the Iranian Space Agency has continuously supported 
the national sustainable development activities.  Also 
have made a contribution to promote this programme 
by providing various national bodies with such data 
and as well as the equal expertise. 
 
 As far as the international and regional 
cooperation is concerned, we have actively been 
involved in various field projects initiatives and 
activities.  Our determination to contribute in the 
implementation of the UNSPIDER Work Plan for the 
period 2009-2009 is one of the most recent examples in 
this regard. 
 
 In doing so, we are going to organize a 
UNSPIDER Workshop in the close cooperation with 
the Office for Outer Space Affairs, the UNOOSA.  
This Workshop will be held on 6 to 8 October 2008 in 
Tehran.  At this stage, I would like to reiterate that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is ready to set up the 
UNSPIDER Regional Support Office, which in the 
Iranian Space Agency, as it has been already notified to 
the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs. 
 
 The Iranian Space Agency also tries to 
promote the use of geo-spatial data at the regional 
level, that is being doing with between the bilateral and 
multilateral cooperative framework with neighbouring 
countries.  Taking into account the pivotal role of 
international agencies in promoting the use of geo-
spatial data use it for the cooperation with relevant 
international organizations including the ISPRS and 
ITC.  Such cooperation includes, inter alia, providing 
the interested communities and researchers in the 
region with the record expresses.  Thank you. 
 
The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish):  Let 
me thank the distinguished representative of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran for that statement. 
 
 I give the floor at this time to Syria. 
 
 Mr. O. AMMAR (Syrian Arab Republic) 
(interpretation from Arabic):  Thank you very much 
Chair.  Mr. Chairman, ,distinguished delegates, I have 

to say that many challenges are facing our countries, 
some on a national level, some of a regional nature and 
others of an international nature.  I think that countries 
like Iran are basically facing water resource challenges 
and we have talked about this.  We, ourselves, suffer 
from a terrible scarcity of water resources, problems of 
desertification, drought, in fact throughout the entire 
region of the Middle East.  And we are also impacted 
by other world problems like climate change with their 
painful effects, soil degradation, gas of deserts and 
again scarcity of water resources.  Nationally speaking, 
we have undertaken several measures, mainly run by 
our central authorities, remote sensing can help us 
solve some of these problems or part of the problems in 
terms of fighting scarcity of water resources, the fight 
against desertification and others.  We have even had 
joint projects with Algeria, Egypt, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and trying to confront these challenges.  I 
should also mention forest fires, another challenge. 
 
 With the United Nations and its agencies, we 
have worked on developing different workshops, some 
of these under the SPIDER Programme or within the 
context of the fight against forest fires.  But this is far 
from sufficient.  We need really to increase our 
regional and international cooperation in this respect, 
especially concerning what we are talking about now, 
space-derived geo-spatial data being applied to this. 
 
 So we have national programmes, we have 
bilateral and regional cooperation but despite all of 
these efforts, I think our needs call for greater efforts in 
terms of cooperation. 
 
 I was very impressed by the figures and data 
cited by the distinguished representative of Brazil in 
this regard.  I think we need to set up an efficient bit of 
machinery to allow us to fully profit from available 
data, geo-spatial data, whether it is satellite images or 
others, that we really need to benefit our development 
efforts, our sustainable development efforts regionally 
or internationally.  So any attempt at cooperation 
bilateral and other is always worthwhile but I think we 
need to think about some kind of machinery that can 
make us sounder in our approach and make these 
projects more concrete.  Let us all put our minds 
together.  Let us try to design this kind of machinery, a 
mechanism that would allow us all to benefit from the 
pool of data and images in fighting these specific 
problems.  Thank you Chair. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Let me thank the distinguished 
representative of Syria for his statement. 
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 Any other delegate wishing to take the floor?  
I have no further speakers on my list at this time. 
 
Other matters (agenda item 14) 
 
 Let us move on then to the next item, Other 
Matters, Composition of the Bureaux of the Committee 
and its Subsidiary Bodies for the Period 2010-2011.  
Yesterday we heard about the nominations from the 
Asian Group of States, GRULAC and the Group of 
Western European and Other States.  We also agreed 
on some nominations, namely for the Second Vice-
Chairman and Rapporteur, it is Raimundo González 
Aninat of Chile; the Chairman of the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee, it is Ulrich Huth of 
Germany; and for the Chairman of the Legal 
Subcommittee, Ahmad Talebzadeh of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and I extend my warmest 
congratulations to them. 
 
 I now need to make a special appeal to the 
remaining regional groups to come to a decision on the 
respective candidates.  This is still pending.  The 
Chairman of the Committee should come from the 
Eastern Group of States, and for the First Vice-
Chairman of the Committee, which is the responsibility 
of the African Group. 
 
 Now let me ask at this time whether anyone 
has any fresh news in this regard. 
 
 I see no reaction.  Then we will continue to 
consider this this afternoon. 
 
 Let us continue with the next item, Future 
Role and Activities of the Committee. 
 
 Now we had a discussion on this yesterday.  
Does any delegation wish to take the floor on this 
matter so that we can try to conclude on this this 
morning? 
 
 Two speakers.  First the distinguished 
Ambassador from France, François-Xavier Deniau, 
who is going to take the floor, and this is actually a 
pre-mirror, they are speaking on behalf of the 
European Union.  You have the floor Sir. 
 
 Mr. F.-X. DENIAU (France) (interpretation 
from French):  Thank you Chairman.  Indeed I have 
the honour to take the floor on behalf of the European 
Union.  First of all, let me congratulate you on your 
election as Chairman of the Committee and we wish to 
assure you of the confidence and full support of the 
European Union. 
 

 Mr. Chairman, the European Union and its 
member States fully recognize the importance of space 
activities for the development and for the security.  
They also recognize that in the light of the growing 
number of space activities and persons involved, it is of 
the utmost importance to strengthen the safety of outer 
space activities.  The European Union believes that 
pragmatic, concrete and voluntary transparency and 
confidence-building measures that would be acceptable 
by the greatest number of space-faring nations would 
represent an important stepping stone in this aim. 
 
 With this in mind, the European Union has 
begun work on a proposal and would now like to report 
to members of COPUOS. 
 
 European Union member States welcomed the 
adoption of General Assembly resolution 61/58 as well 
as 61/75 on transparency and confidence-building 
measures in outer space activities.  And on this basis, 
the European Union decided to draw up a Joint Reply 
in view of a Code of Conduct in outer space and this 
was transmitted to the United Nations General 
Assembly in September 2007.  This Joint Reply from 
the European Union mentions the main principles and 
objectives that the Code of Conduct should contain.  In 
particular, I would cite to make progress towards the 
adherence and implementation of the relevant existing 
treaties, codes of conduct and guidelines for space 
activities that can lead to best practices for safer traffic 
management. 
 
 Third, develop measures to strengthen mutual 
understanding and confidence between space-faring 
nations and others and to develop means of 
communication and consultation between them in order 
to avoid accidents and collisions between space 
objects.  And fifth, to reassert the voluntary nature of 
this Code. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, 27 member States of the 
European Union have been working at an expert level 
so far on this draft Code of Conduct for space 
activities.  We have taken up the principles and 
measures as well as comments made by some space-
faring nations after the Joint Reply was transmitted to 
the General Assembly.  Now this draft Code aims at 
reducing the risk of collisions and the creation of space 
debris as well as boosting mutual understanding 
between space-faring nations and actors. 
 
 The European Union hopes to soon to be able 
to propose this draft to the International Committee as 
a European Union contribution for the drawing up of 
an international non-binding code of conduct for outer 
space activities. 
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 We also hope to have consultations with 
space-faring nations and to present this draft to relevant 
international fora in outer space activities and this 
includes COPUOS.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
French):  Let me thank the distinguished Ambassador 
of France, François-Xavier Deniau speaking on behalf 
of the European Union.  I thank him for the kind words 
to my person.  In COPUOS, we all hope that we do 
indeed realize what you mention at the end of your 
talk, in other words, that this Code of Conduct be 
submitted to us for consideration.  Thank you. 
 
 (Continued in Spanish) I have the 
representative of Chile, Raimundo González, at this 
time.  You have the floor. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Chair.  Take 
advantage of having the Ambassador of France present 
here to clarify a few aspects which we in the 
developing world feel that are quite important.  First of 
all, the fact that he is speaking on behalf of the 
European Union gives substantial weight to what he 
says.  My country is an associate member country of 
the European Union and in this Agreement of 
Association, there is a segment which has to do with 
scientific and technical cooperation.  Within this there 
is a theme that has to do with space.  So we think it 
would have been very interesting as a signal of 
confidence towards our country and the developing 
countries in general to have received, or to still receive 
greater participation up to or at least to have a more 
detailed knowledge of what is going on in the Working 
Group that he has mentioned. 
 
 We have no problem in general with the Code 
of Conduct.  This is something that has been going on 
since the 1970s and has always been a source of 
tension, or at least was at certain times.  I think we 
need to be very specific here, insofar as this Code of 
Conduct is part of the transparency push and 
confidence-building measures.  Obviously this Code of 
Conduct then is a logical move.  But the problem is, 
Chair, that if you in general look at national legislation 
in force for outer space in many countries of the 
European Union and shine(?) of information, that is 
either done on a commercial basis or with a kind of 
safeguard clause that reserves this national security 
purposes when necessary, which is very unspecific, 
ambiguous and equivocal, in fact.  In other words, this 
really flies in the face of what is set forth in space 
treaties in this respect. 
 

 Moreover, and directly connected to this 
topic, and we would like to ask the Ambassador, or 
through his person, we would like to ask the European 
Union, how they see the statement made yesterday by 
the ex-Chairman of COPUOS, Mr. Brachet.  Please 
allow me to go into this at this time.  I think it is very 
important.  This is more important than a technical 
presentation.  This is a United Nations forum and it is 
supposed to be a debating forum, not just a listeners 
forum, not just listening to say some consecutive 
speeches but that we have a true debate, a democratic 
and respectful debate and discussion and when we use 
this to reach a consensus among countries, taking into 
account the specific interests of the developing 
countries, and I would like to have his opinion on the 
statement that was made yesterday by Mr. Brachet.  
And I would again like to reiterate what we said 
yesterday we have this theme of sustainability which so 
far has been rather skewed because we have been 
looking at this from a scientific and technical 
viewpoint and this is a concept which really stems 
from international law, that is where it has its roots.  
And there are certain references that we have to have to 
be able to move forward in this field and this is what 
we want to do, we are ready to do this.  We are ready 
to work with France and with other countries of the 
European Union in this field. 
 
 Yesterday, for example, if memory serves me 
well, I did not hear any other remarks from a European 
Union country on this.  All of these issues, of course, 
are linked together.  This is a theme that you will 
certainly remember was already debated and discussed 
in the Group of 15 before this session was held.  I 
spoke out on this and I think this led to some 
confusion.  But I think all of these topics are very 
closely linked.  We have to see how the Code of 
Conduct would be impacted by the concepts that are 
set forth in this paper.  How could transparency be 
affected or not by the concepts set forth in this 
document?  How could confidence-building measures, 
which is really one of the ultimate objectives we have, 
how will this be affected or not by this document? 
 
 So, again, I repeat, we are very interested in 
this.  There are three or four concepts that the 
Ambassador has mentioned here.  The Code of 
Conduct, we have no problem with that.  The measures 
of transparency, how could we have any problems with 
that?  But in certain cases, this is inconsistent with 
national legislation as it currently exists.  And thirdly, 
mutual confidence-building measures, how can this be 
structured?  For example, in the Disarmament 
Conference, when this topic was dealt with, and I do 
not know where they stand with that at this time 
because we were unable to attend.  In fact, we cannot 
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attend that so we were kind of proceeding in a 
surrealistic manner as if Geneva did not even exist here 
dealing with this topic at the same time. 
 
 I think the Ambassador’s statement which we 
appreciate and which allows us to renew our 
commitment to the European Union … Chairman, 
please let me, I am very sorry to take the time but, Sir, 
I am going to take the time that is necessary here, even 
if there are 18 technical presentations today.  This is a 
debating forum.  It is the United Nations.  Sovereign 
countries come here to debate substantive issues and 
this is in no way and further to these technical 
presentations are not(?) stimulating for us and this is of 
a great aid to developing countries but right now we 
are on a very important topic and which I think if we 
need to attach enough time to react to it and to try to 
clarify and illuminate things. 
 
 Now, in this case, as Chairman of the 
International Group of Experts, speaking in that 
capacity, not just as representative of Chile, let me just 
say that we are willing and ready to work to achieve 
these necessary measures of transparency.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  OK, let me thank the distinguished 
Ambassador from Chile and to say, this is also the 
opinion of the Chair, opinions and statements of 
delegates, of course, have their priority on any 
technical presentation or report and under no 
circumstances would we undermine that this debate 
and discussion forum that this Committee is supposed 
to be.  But we also have to recognize that technical 
presentations are part of the structure of this, it is part 
of the input to this Committee. 
 
 So now let me know turn to the distinguished 
Ambassador for France.  You have a very concrete 
question here on the links between the European Union 
proposal and those in the document that was set forth 
by Gérard Brachet as well, my predecessor, and which 
I have very close links.  You have the floor Mr. 
Ambassador. 
 
 Mr. F.-X. DENIAU (France) (interpretation 
from French):  Thank you Chairman.  I am very 
grateful to the delegate from Chile giving me the 
opportunity to go into more detail.  I am going to 
remain with my hat of the European Union in 
answering these, or repeat if I was not clear enough to 
say that I am here, before formalizing anything is to 
have a series of consultations on our draft Code of 
Conduct.  As I said, for the time being, this has only 
been discussed on an expert level.  It has not been 
considered by the Council of Ministers of the 

European, and as I said, we want to have ample 
consultations. 
 
 Concerning the proposals made yesterday by 
Mr. Brachet, we in the European Union understand that 
his scope is much larger.  There is a Code of Conduct 
but there are other questions of sustainability in space 
activities.  We understand, so far, that what he is 
proposing is the continuance of this informal process.  
For future activities by the European Union, we see 
this as part of that, as making a contribution to that 
_______(?) effect, including sustainability of space 
measures.  The continuation of the informal process is 
in both of these initiatives, should allow us to have a 
clearer idea of how these are linked and should go a 
long way to answering the questions raised by the 
Ambassador for Chile.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you Mr. Ambassador.  I have a 
request from the Czech Republic.  Professor Kopal, 
you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. V. KOPAL (Czech Republic) 
(interpretation from French):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, we have listened with great 
attention to the presentation made by the distinguished 
Ambassador of France on work pertaining to the Code 
of Conduct.  Yesterday, we had a chance to hear and 
support the draft proposed by also a representative of 
France, the former Chairman of this Committee, Mr. 
Gérard Brachet.  Obviously we know we are dealing 
with two proposals, two drafts here and they are 
different, even though there is a certain relationship 
between the two.  There are two different items here.  
Today, I wanted to let it be known that my country, as 
a member of the European Union, is participating in 
consultations within the framework of the European 
Union on the draft Code of Conduct.  Naturally, these 
consultations will continue. 
 
 Also I wanted to point out that my country is a 
member of COPUOS and at the moment holds the 
presidency of the Legal Subcommittee.  And speaking 
in that capacity as Chairman of the Legal 
Subcommittee, I wanted to emphasize something that I 
have already pointed out on a number of occasions.  
There is an issue, a problem, in terms of the 
relationship between the new draft Code of Conduct 
and the legal instruments that have already been 
accepted within the framework of COPUOS.  
Therefore, we have to be careful as we proceed in this 
area.  The new document, the draft Code of Conduct, is 
called upon to strengthen the obligations that States 
have already accepted on the basis of the Outer Space 
Treaty and the United Nations Principles, not weaken, 
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but strengthen these Principles.  That is why I believe 
that it is necessary for the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space of the United Nations and its 
Legal Subcommittee to have a chance to discuss this 
draft and to be involved in these consultations to avoid 
any possible collision here. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Before I give the floor to the distinguished 
Ambassador of Chile, I wanted to mention a 
fundamental matter that the distinguished 
representative of the Czech Republic has touched upon 
and I have informally asked for opinions and as 
Chairman, I am under obligation to do so, and indeed 
members of the Committee would like to participate in 
this process.  This is the United Nations Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space with a clear mandate 
and it should be involved in these consultations in a 
constructive spirit.  Clearly, there is a very clear link to 
the legal framework of the treaties that the 
representative of the Czech Republic has mentioned in 
his capacity as Chairman of the Legal Subcommittee 
and I wanted to make sure that the Ambassador of 
France conveyed to members of the European Union. 
 
 I call upon the Ambassador of Chile. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you very much 
Mr. Chairman.  I wanted to start by making a 
clarification.  It would seem that the document 
proposed by Mr. Brachet and the statement made today 
by the Ambassador France, it would seem that these 
are two separate subjects.  But when I spoke just now, I 
did point out very clearly that there is a conceptual link 
between the two.  We might look at paragraph 3 of the 
preamble to the United Nations General Assembly 
resolution to make it quite clear.  There is also the 
Vienna Declaration.  There is a link so I am not at all in 
agreement with what was said by Professor Kopal.  
There is a link.  This link is clear and I am concerned at 
hearing what I heard from Professor Kopal.  I respect 
him deeply but I disagree with what he just said and 
there are a number of countries who are not members 
of the European Union that are concerned.  We want to 
be united by this process of negotiations and 
consultations, as you pointed out.  This is a prevailing 
and overwhelming sense that has emerged within the 
Committee.  I wanted to make sure that we are clear.  
The working document presented by Mr. Brachet had a 
very clear conceptual link to the statement made today 
by the Ambassador of France.  Of course, maybe 
someone would like to try and convince me that I am 
mistaken.  But if we are here to understand we can 
arrive at measures of transparency at the Code of 
Conduct, these elements that I have mentioned do not 

really facilitate transparency.  They are not conducive 
towards confidence-building, to trust, to cooperation.  
So once again, and I insist on that, the two documents 
have elements which could help trust, which could help 
transparency, which could help a Code of Conduct, but 
there is a clear link between the two.  And, Mr. 
Chairman, there is a certain danger here and the United 
Nations Committee needs to look into these matters, 
international law cannot be fragmented.  This would 
pose a great threat to developing countries. 
 
 And I would like to say to Professor Kopal, it 
is not just the European Union that is involved in this 
matter, the entire international community is involved 
here. 
 
 This process is a process that in one way or 
another proceeds through various committees and 
entities but we cannot fragment international law if we 
separate these components of the process.  And, again, 
it affects the interests of the majority of United Nations 
member States, so all I am asking, Mr. Chairman, is 
that we look into whether or not there is a link between 
the two aspects.  We want to practice a concerted 
approach first.  The document presented yesterday by 
Mr. Brachet and, by the way, it was indicated yesterday 
that we are prepared to take up a concerted approach to 
pursue negotiations and consultations on certain 
aspects that need to be re-balanced.  We do not say that 
the person should stop, not at all, just the opposite. 
 
 Next point, this document is a document that 
has a clear link with the statement made today by the 
Ambassador of France. 
 
 Next point, how can we aspire after measures 
of transparency and mutual trust, if, in most cases, we 
have no access to fundamental data that we require for 
the economic and social development of our countries?  
How can we gain access to this information which is 
closed when national security considerations are 
invoked to prevent us from accessing these data? 
 
 Now, Mr. Chairman, we cannot separate these 
elements.  There are links between the two.  This 
debate, this discussion cannot and should not be 
fragmented.  We are asking for a common approach, a 
positive approach.  Thank you very much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the Ambassador of Chile.  The 
representative of Brazil, you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. F. M. RAMOS (Brazil) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  On behalf 
of the Brazilian delegation, I would like to make clear 
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our support of the initiatives which we are discussing 
here today.  We understand that the idea of the 
sustainability or durability of space activities in the 
future is something other than issues of security, 
possible military use of outer space.  The issue of long-
term viability of space activities is reasonable.  It is 
worthy of being profoundly studied in order to 
maintain space in their sustainable fashion  for peaceful 
uses and for cooperation among States. 
 
 At the same time, Mr. Chairman and 
distinguished delegates, we would like to make it clear 
that all these initiatives that pursue the objective of 
strengthening the legal regime and the rule of law in 
space activities are appealing to us by definition.  We 
do embrace and support the concept of a Code of 
Conduct and it would be important for us to actively 
participate in this process.  The process seems to us 
timely, appropriate, necessary and fundamental issues 
pertaining to security and safety in outer space have 
not yet been resolved and more results, more 
successful, more productive work is required in all 
countries of the world before we get there.  Thank you 
very much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you distinguished delegate of Brazil.  
I call upon the distinguished representative of the 
Russian Federation.  You have the floor. 
 
 Mr. S. SHESTAKOV (Russian Federation) 
(interpretation from Russian):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  The Russian delegation has followed very 
closely the information presented by the distinguished 
Ambassador of France who spoke here on behalf of the 
presidency of the European Union on the matter of the 
work on a draft Code of Conduct on outer space 
activities.  We have taken note of that information. 
 
 At this point, we cannot speak clearly either 
for or against this draft.  Obviously Russia is not a 
member of the European Union and has not been 
involved in the work to develop this draft, even 
through experts.  Still, having said that, we have a few 
comments to share. 
 
 We believe that the proposal made yesterday 
by Mr. Brachet with regard to a document on the long-
term viability of space activities does overlap in many 
respects, or at least does have conceptual links to the 
issue of the Code of Conduct.  We do not see a 
separation there, at least on the conceptual level.  
Hence the question, should this Committee be involved 
in two similar projects, work on two similar 
documents?  If the Committee decides that this is 
something it should include in its agenda for the future 

sessions of COPUOS, we believe that a substantive 
discussion on the issue can only take place after a 
thorough preliminary analysis of the concepts that have 
gone into this draft, its objectives, its future legal 
status, how it will relate to the existing treaties, its 
scope of application, and so on and so forth. 
 
 The Ambassador of France has pointed out 
that they see this Code as a voluntary document and the 
distinguished representative of the Czech Republic has 
made the point that we must see how this document is 
aligned with the States’ obligations or commitments 
under the existing treaties.  All of this comes down to 
one fact.  The legal status of this future document is not 
clear at this moment.  Will it be mandatory or not?  
Will it be binding or not?  And all of these things will, 
of course, influence Russia’s position on this draft. 
 
 I wanted to offer my support to the 
distinguished Ambassador of Chile.  He mentioned the 
danger of fragmentation of international law.  It is a 
real threat.  It is something that has been in the focus of 
the Sixth Committee of the United Nations General 
Assembly in recent years and I would like to call our 
Committee, COPUOS, to be very prudent, very careful 
and very thorough in approaching these issues.  We 
should not consider the same item under two different 
agenda items.  That is not productive.  But on the other 
hand, we should be careful not to fragment 
international law.  Thank you very much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the distinguished representative of 
the Russian Federation for his comments. 
 
 I now call upon the Ambassador of Chile, 
Raimundo González. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you very much 
Mr. Chairman.  Very briefly.  I have followed with 
great attention the comments offered by the 
distinguished representative of Brazil, my good friend 
and a distinguished lawyer, but I am a little confused.  
What was the proposal of Brazil exactly?  Is Brazil in 
agreement or not with what I said?  You spoke about 
strengthening the rule of law and, through you Mr. 
Chairman, I just wanted to ask the distinguished 
delegate of Brazil, can we strengthen the rule of law 
through initiatives that threaten to fragment 
international law? 
 
 And, once again, I would like to recall that we 
have no problem with the proposal made about the 
Code. 
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 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Yes, thank you very much.  The 
representative of Brazil has the floor. 
 
 Mr. F. M. RAMOS (Brazil) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  To respond 
to my distinguished friend, Ambassador Gonzãlez, and 
to clarify what was said.  Obviously Brazil does not 
agree with the fragmentation of international law and 
never has been and never will be.  The matter, 
however, is not yet quite clear and what we would like 
to do is further discuss, fully and thoroughly discuss all 
of the issues involved here.  At this point in time, it 
seems to us that the two initiatives outlined by France, 
on behalf of the European Union, could be considered 
together.  They have certain essential aspects in part 
but it is a subject for discussion and what we would 
like, what we would really like is to be actively 
involved in the future discussion of the two initiatives.  
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Very well.  I understand that the response 
satisfies the representative of Chile. 
 
 I see the name plate of the representative of 
Venezuela.  No, I apologize, Uruguay. 
 
 Mr. R. VEDOVATTI-RAFFO (Uruguay) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  This is the first time that the delegation of 
Uruguay has taken the floor at this session of the 
Committee.  We would like to start by congratulating 
you on your nomination to the Chair and the leadership 
of this Committee.  And under your leadership, it is 
going to be very successful, we are certain. 
 
 The comments made by the distinguished 
representative of Chile with regard to the contents of a 
new agenda item that has been proposed by France for 
this Committee on the subject of the long-term viability 
of space activities.  As the Ambassador of Chile 
pointed out, this causes concern for many developing 
countries, that certain governments or private 
institutions derive benefits from scientific and 
technological progress in the exploration of outer space 
while these benefits are accessible to others.  We 
recognize the value of the proposal made by France but 
it needs to be discussed further. 
 
 In considering this item, Uruguay believes it 
is essential that countries that require access to this 
information, these benefits, for their socio-economic 
development, be involved in these ongoing discussions.  
The idea that outer space is the common province and 
heritage of mankind is essential and it should benefit 

all societies and is directly linked to the substance of 
any issue that has to do with the long-term 
development of space activities, whilst space science 
and technologies are not accessible to a large majority 
of countries, things need to be changed and should be a 
non-restrictive framework open to all. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the distinguished delegate of 
Uruguay for his statement and for his kind words 
addressed to the Chair. 
 
 Very well.  I see no further requests.  I 
apologize, Colombia.  Colombia has the floor.  I did 
not see you, I apologize. 
 
 Mr. I. D. GÓMEZ-GUZMÁN (Colombia) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, Colombia has already 
pointed out we are very interested in any proposal that 
would make space activities sustainable and viable in 
the long term.  We think it is fundamental that any 
process started within the framework of the United 
Nations be respectful of the principles of transparency, 
inclusiveness, openness, respect for all countries, in 
particular developing countries, that would take into 
account the objective of sustainable development.  
There is a close link between international law and the 
various principles of the treaties in place and it should 
be maintained. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the distinguished delegate of 
Colombia. 
 
 The delegation of the People’s Republic of 
China.  You have the floor Madam. 
 
 Ms. X. GUO (China) (interpretation from 
Chinese):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Like other 
speakers before me, my delegation has also listened 
attentively to the proposal made by the French 
Ambassador on behalf of the European Union.  At this 
stage, my delegation is not yet in a position to give a 
view on this proposal, either for or against. 
 
 Similarly, my delegation has also listened 
attentively to the comments made by other delegations, 
particularly my left neighbour, the Ambassador of 
Chile, and also my right neighbour, the Chairman of 
the Legal Subcommittee, the representative from the 
Czech Republic.  My delegation understands the 
concerns expressed by them. 
 



 COPUOS/T.594 
Page 11

 
 My delegation is also the view that this 
delegation requires a further in-depth discussion by 
COPUOS.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the distinguished representative of 
the People’s Republic of China for her statement. 
 
 Are there any other delegations wishing to 
take the floor? 
 
 I see none.  Then I will, with your permission, 
try to sum up this substantive discussion.  We have 
heard very specific and very clear statements.  I think it 
has been a good discussion, a constructive and positive 
discussion and this agenda item was thus concluded. 
 
 Yesterday afternoon we discussed a proposal 
made by France with regard to the long-term viability 
of outer space activities, as part of our discussion on 
the future activities of the Committee. 
 
 Now, other suggestions were received.  A 
suggestion by India to have an agenda item on space 
and climate change, supported by Chile and Nigeria.  
Then the proposal of the United States on inter-
institutional coordination with regard to outer space 
activities pursued by the United Nations. 
 
 These proposals have been put on the table 
but not discussed yet.  Any delegations wishing to 
speak?  Chile. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  I apologize, Mr. Chairman, I am going to 
talk a lot today.  I have a question of a procedural 
nature.  We mentioned the proposal on space and 
climate change and also the United States proposal on 
inter-agency coordination of space-related activities of 
the United Nations entities.  Will we include these two 
items on the agenda of the Committee? 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Yes, it is possible.  It is not ruled out.  There 
are two proposals and, yes, we have space to include 
them. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  I am sure that the 
distinguished delegate of the United States will 
understand my status as green delegate, as I am called, 
and we are particularly interested in the proposal made 
by the United States.  Thank you. 
 

 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Any other delegation wishing to speak on 
these two proposed items?  Yes, Nigeria.  You have the 
floor. 
 
 Mr. J. O. AKINYEDE (Nigeria):  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman.  Our delegation wishes to support the 
distinguished delegate from Chile and the United 
States for this proposal.  The issue of climate change is 
a global phenomena and we think that this Committee 
should begin to take this issue also as part of its 
deliberations.  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you distinguished delegate of 
Nigeria. 
 
 The representative of Brazil, you have the 
floor. 
 
 Mr. F. M. RAMOS (Brazil) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I would like 
to take this opportunity to briefly express our support 
for including in our agenda the subject of climate 
change and space and the explanation has already been 
provided.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Yes, this is what the proposal is about and 
we are talking about these two proposals right now. 
 
 Thank you.  The Secretariat has clarified the 
fact that we need to take a decision, not only on the 
substance with regard to these items, and obviously 
there are countries that have proposed them and they 
are clearly formulated, but also we need to make a 
decision as to the format.  Do we treat them as single 
items or do we choose another format for them?  It is 
your decision. 
 
 Would any delegation like to take the floor?  
Some people have suggested that we include the 
subject space and water.  A number of countries have 
been dealing with that matter in a very consistent and 
very thorough way.  So this is also a subject worthy of 
discussion. 
 
 The United States has the floor. 
 
 Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of 
America):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, 
my delegation does not have any particular objection to 
the item on space and climate change.  In fact, we 
would see handling that item much the way we do with 
the items on space and water, and space and society, 
where we just review the contributions that space 
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systems are making the climate change.  So I think that 
we could just reflect it on the agenda the way we have 
the other items that I had decided. 
 
 On the question of the use of space 
technology in the United Nations system, again, an 
earlier intervention, I think it would be useful for the 
Committee, or for the specialized agencies of the 
United Nations to have the opportunity to address the 
Committee on how they use space technology to meet 
their respective mandates, and it would also give us an 
opportunity to hear the report of the Inter-Agency 
Meeting as well. 
 
 Now, on this particular item, we have to 
depend heavily on other United Nations offices and 
organizations and we certainly do not want to add to 
their work, but again I think it would be useful to hear 
from them. 
 
 So what I would suggest is that for that item 
on the use of space technology in the United Nations 
systems, is that we put it on the agenda for next year 
and then decide whether it is useful to do this again, 
based on inputs from the other United Nations offices 
and agencies, because we cannot force them to come 
here.  So we need their cooperation.  So I think we 
should be flexible on that particular item, see how 
useful it is next year and let the Inter-Agency Meeting 
discuss how this item might develop and then we can 
make another decision in our next session as to 
whether to add it again for the 2010 session of 
COPUOS.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the United States delegate for his 
statement which gives great clarity to the use of space 
technologies under the United Nations entities.  I think 
that it would be very important to look at the Inter-
Agency Meeting results.  That is part of the, I would 
say, vitality that we are trying to inject in this in the 
Committee and we have to be flexible.  These are 
compatible mechanisms and so I think for the coming 
year this is a very good idea and on the basis of what 
they produce we will see what we do in this respect 
with them. 
 
 Colombia has the floor. 
 
 Mr. I. D. GÓMEZ-GUZMÁN (Colombia) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you.  We think 
that the Chilean proposal is important as a theme for 
the agenda, as well as what was said by the United 
States in coordinating efforts between United Nations 
agencies.  We fully support this process.  We think it is 
very coherent and, as we had already said previously, it 

is very important for us to ensure there is coherency 
between COPUOS and the ITU, especially concerning 
resources such as satellite orbits and 
telecommunications. 
 
 With the clarification made by the United 
States as to how we an approach this topic, we would 
express our support and consensus for this and 
including it on the agenda. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you Colombia.  Well, it only remains 
to make a decision on these.  Let me turn to the 
Secretariat and ask them to be kind enough to explain 
the format that they would suggest as the best on to 
cover these two topics because we have a consensus to 
include these on the agenda. 
 
 Mr. N. HEDMAN (Deputy Secretariat, 
Office for Outer Space Affairs):  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman.  Yes, indeed.  Delegations are aware of the 
agenda for this session and in the agenda we have nine 
substantive agenda items, ways and means, 
UNISPACE III, the report of the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee, the report of the Legal 
Subcommittee, spin-off benefits, space and society, 
space and water, geo-spatial data and other matters. 
 
 It is the wish of delegations to include space 
and climate change as an item that would be 
considered in the same fashion which means that the 
Secretariat would just include it as a new agenda item, 
space and climate change, at an appropriate place in the 
agenda. 
 
 Also the United States explained and clarified 
the proposal on having the use of space technology in 
the United Nations systems included as an item of the 
agenda.  The Secretariat would just like to remind 
delegations that COPUOS has already decided to have 
the Inter-Agency Meeting report be prepared and 
delivered directly to the Committee.  And, in the view 
of the Secretariat, according to the present agenda, 
there might be a need to have such an item on the 
agenda so that the Inter-Agency Meeting can report to 
the Committee and also, of course, to include as much 
participation as possible of United Nations entities in 
the discussions of the Committee.  So the Secretariat 
would like to have a clarification from the 
distinguished delegation of the United States whether 
the intention to only have it next year and then review 
the status with this item. 
 
 Delegations of the Committee could consider 
at this moment any replacement of any other item with 
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the new item climate change and the new item on the 
Inter-Agency Meeting-United Nations entities aspect. 
 
 The Secretariat would also like to remind 
delegations that we have one and a half weeks of 
COPUOS deliberations each year, one and a half 
weeks, and we have many technical presentations, so 
we have to look together into how to manage an 
agenda that can be productive and make the maximum 
efforts for all of us to really handle our work.  Thank 
you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Yes thank you very much to the Secretariat.  
I think there is no doubt that you have always been 
very efficient in using or employing the time here and 
we thank you for that. 
 
 I think the United States delegate wants to 
take the floor.  It seems to me that he has been very 
clear on this but let me give him the floor again. 
 
 Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of 
America):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Well, what I 
would suggest is that we have, what I suggest is that 
for the item dealing with the United Nations, the use of 
space technology in the United Nations, we have that 
for one meeting, that is one half day, and in the first 
instance, it would give an opportunity for the Chair of 
the Inter-Agency Meeting to present a report.  And 
then, if other specialized agencies choose to report 
specifically on their activities and they could do so at 
that time because under this item there will not be 
much for the member States to offer, it is really the 
other offices and that depends upon their availability.  
So in terms of the workload and the impact on our 
scheduling, that item should have minimal impact 
because it will involved one intervention and maybe 
more but it would depend on the availability of the 
offices. 
 
 So that is what I would suggest and if we then 
have to adjust it and add extra time for the following 
year, then we can do that, but for next year I would say 
just one session, have it as a standing item in order to 
give the opportunity for the Chairman of the Inter-
Agency to present the report and if other United 
Nations bodies want to make interventions on their 
activities, then they could do so under that item.  Thank 
you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  OK, thank you very much to the United 
States delegate.  You have been very clear here.  It is a 
very prudent way of proceeding and very considerate 
for the member of the Inter-Agency Coordination. 

 
 I think in that respect we could accept then 
that the two proposed items be included, space and 
climate change, since we have to find room for this and 
since we have exhausted space and water as a theme, 
and the other one, use of space technology in the 
United Nations, in using the format that we have just 
agreed and for which, I think, there is consensus. 
 
 If there are no objections to that proposal, then 
these two topics will be included. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
 Now, observer status, concerning applications 
for permanent observer status for the Committee.  I 
would like to remind delegates that the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee at its forty-fifth session took 
note of the pending requests by the European 
Organization for Astronomical Research in the 
Southern Hemisphere, and the Secure World 
Foundation for permanent observer status with the 
Committee.  \The Subcommittee also took note of the 
request by the European Telecommunications Satellite 
Organization for permanent observer status with the 
Committee. 
 
 The Legal Subcommittee at its forty-seventh 
session took note of the request by the European 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization for 
permanent observer status.  At the current fifty-first 
session, the Committee also received requests from the 
International Institute of Space Law and the Prince 
Sultan Bin Abdulaziz International Prize for Water, 
both NGOs requesting observer status with the 
Committee. 
 
 These applications are contained in 
Conference Room Papers Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
circulated by the Secretariat last week, where delegates 
can find information submitted by these entities as part 
of their applications. 
 
 Distinguished delegates, during our debates 
we have had several presentations.  I think that 
delegates are fully aware of the aspirations of these 
different organizations.  I think they have all given 
ample proof of the substantive contributions they can 
make to our Committee’s work.  They have followed 
the requirements that we set forth.  So if there are no 
objections, can I take it that the Committee approves 
the afore-mentioned applications by these 
organizations for permanent observer status with the 
Committee?  I open discussion on this and I see 
Venezuela has asked for the floor. 
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 Mr. R. NAVARRO (Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):  Mr. 
Chairman, concerning item 14, observer status to be 
granted to these NGOs, the delegation of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela would like to 
highlight the responsibility that COPUOS has in 
dealing with this topic.  In our country, the 
participation of civil society is one of the main facets 
of decision-making, as enshrined in our Magna 
Charter.  We all have to work together for the good of 
all peoples, supporting policies to promote health, 
education and social exclusion, as well as citizens 
participation.  The collective interests of countries’ 
peoples should be, of course, the main objective.  The 
participation of the NGOs should be carried out in an 
organized and regular way. 
 
 Now, the General Assembly has adopted a 
resolution in 1996/31 where it urges all pertinent 
agencies and organizations and entities, including 
COPUOS, of the United Nations to look at the 
principles governing their relations with NGOs and 
that they take the appropriate measures to promote 
coherency in the light of the present resolution. 
 
 Chairman, these are the minimum conditions 
that have been set forth to have an equitable process 
here for the admission of NGOs and we believe that we 
need to work on this basis in order to do so.  These 
NGOs have a regional and even sometimes a 
worldwide impact through their programmes and I 
think that we have to be very wary of private 
organizations that may be trying to merely consolidate 
a commercial position here and defend commercial 
interests under this guise.  In other words, we must take 
into account procedural questions relative to the 
admission of these organizations as observers and, in 
particular, looking at the more substantive aspects of 
these. 
 
 On this basis, and on the basis of justice, we 
would ask that the Committee fully meet all of the 
requirements in dealing with the admissions of these 
NGOs in granting them observer status and in this way, 
avoid any disequal treatment between the requesting 
organizations.  We believe that the procedure 
established within the Committee, this was set forth in 
the thirty-third session of 1990 which said to get 
permanent observer status, organizations must be 
recognized as a consultative entity before ECOSOC.  
Secondly, be recognized as an international non-profit 
organization.  Third, established Headquarters and 
Board staff.  Fourth, part of this programme should be 
fully within the programmes that come under 
COPUOS. 
 

 Now, in the light of this, we believe that until 
such time as all of those formal requirements are not 
met for the admission of NGOs as permanent 
observers, we should not approve the entry of any of 
them, just because perhaps in the past this has not been 
done in this way, it does not mean that we should 
continue to do so in the future because we will be 
contradicting the spirit of the institution which has 
sought to have prevailed the justice and equity in this 
regard. 
 
 At the current time, there is a significant 
group of entities requesting permanent observer status 
with us, the European Organization for Astronomical 
Research in the Southern Hemisphere, the Secure 
World Foundation, and the European 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization.  They 
have also requested the same thing in the European 
Space Law Institute.  We have also received a request 
from Institute for Space Law and the Prince Sultan Bin 
Abdulaziz National Prize for Water. 
 
 The Venezuelan delegation does not have a 
clear vision of whether these entities actually meet all 
of the requirements as set forth for the observer status 
with COPUOS. 
 
 We would also like to ask the Secretariat to 
indicate to us, in writing, the members of the 
Committee, if these organizations meet all of the 
criteria that we established in 1990, with regard to the 
consultative status with ECOSOC.  We would also ask 
that a report be made on all entities who are requesting 
observer status, the year in which they received 
consultative status with ECOSOC, if that is the case.  I 
think we need to think about the way this has been 
done in the past and think about a possible review or at 
least an officialization of this procedure so that these 
decisions are made on the pertinence and activities and 
nature of the organizations that request this, as I said, 
working for the benefit of health, education, social 
integration and so on, so that we can have a more 
sound system to use in the future in this regard.  Thank 
you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the delegate from Venezuela.  Cuba 
has asked for the floor.  You have the floor. 
 
 Mr. D. CODORNIU-PUJALS (Cuba) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you.  We also 
share some of the concerns expressed by the delegation 
of Venezuela.  The fact is that we have more and more 
entities that are requesting observer status and I think 
that in general this is a good thing as long as these are 
organizations that really are closely linked to the work 
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of this Committee and would have a contribution to 
make. 
 
 We know that space topics are more and more 
present throughout every aspect of society’s existence 
and that more and more entities do, in fact, have some 
involvement in space activities.  So we think that the 
best way to proceed, as Venezuela expressed here, is 
that we stick very closely to the requirements or that 
we revise this eventually, because we have some 
doubts.  It is not clear, if we look at the documents 
here, whether these organizations have, for example, 
consultative status with ECOSCO, which is a part of 
our criteria and which is a certain guarantee.  These are 
internationally-recognized entities and I think it is also 
very important to go into greater depth as to the 
pertinence of their activities, vis-à-vis, the Committee.  
And in this respect, we would prefer that we take our 
time and look at this aspect and to take the appropriate 
decisions.  This does not, in any way, shape for form, 
in our opinion, prevent an organization from being 
invited to a specific session on a specific item, but the 
observer status, I think, is something that should be 
really reserved for entities that have a very great 
pertinence to our work. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Let me thank the representative of Cuba.  
The People’s Republic of China. 
 
 Ms. X. GUO (China) (interpretation from 
Chinese):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  The Chinese 
delegation would also like to take this opportunity to 
make some comments on the permanent status of 
observers to our Committee. 
 
 The Chinese delegation has noted that some 
non-governmental entities, including SWF, PSIPW, 
RSL and ESO and others have carried out activities in 
promoting the peaceful uses of outer space in 
promoting the development of space science and 
technology, as well as in the public awareness of space 
activities and that they have played an active role in all 
these respects. 
 
 The Chinese delegation welcomes the 
participation of non-governmental organizations in the 
work of COPUOS and would also welcome their 
application for permanent status as observer to the 
work of the Committee. 
 
 However, at the same time, the Chinese 
delegation also understands the concerns expressed by 
Venezuela and Cuba.  During the thirty-third session of 
COPUOS in 1990, the Committee concluded 
unanimously the criteria for admitting permanent 

observers to COPUOS.  The Chinese delegation 
believes that before new criteria have been set up, the 
existing criteria should be observed.  At the same time, 
the Chinese delegation sincerely hopes that the NGOs, 
when they apply for the status as observers, should 
understand and abide by the criteria of the Committee 
so that COPUOS can make a decision in an expeditious 
manner.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you very much to the representative 
of the People’s Republic of China.  I now give the floor 
to the Ambassador of Chile, Raimundo González. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  First of all, to support 
you Chair, for your introduction to this topic which 
was impeccable, and you can count on our full support 
in your interpretation which is, we think, the politically 
correct path. 
 
 Now, if we want to go into more detail from a 
legal viewpoint, we could shake the entire edifice from 
New York to Geneva, if we start to go really into great 
detail on the legality of things.  Sometimes people 
follow customary law practice which comes from 
different provisions or resolutions.  We have had a long 
customary practice here when it came to accepting 
observer status.  And I can give you a whole variety of 
examples here.  For example, the Holy See has 
observer status.  If we took this to extremes, we would 
have to deny them the possibility of participating.  
There is a whole series of international organizations, 
the International Astronomical Federation, which has 
given excellent support, organizing very important 
congresses, the International Association of Space 
Law, and so on.  There are several NGOS which in the 
past have participated with us.  We would have leave 
out the Space Generation Forum if we did that.  I 
would actually ask that they be more present.  If we 
start getting under this border of the legal/political 
aspect of things, I am afraid, there are some grey zones 
here where we might begin with an exercise in auto-
flagellation which is going to adversely affect the 
discussions that take place here. 
 
 Now, the whole idea of the United Nations is 
that we have a democratic debate and we are ready and 
willing to listen to everybody, whatever the viewpoint 
is.  We appreciated Venezuela’s comments when they 
say that civil society is very important for them and we 
know that this is true because of the special 
relationship that we have with Venezuela and with 
Cuba.  We can give on-the-spot testimony of the very 
strong influence of civil society in those countries, as it 
is for my country, as it is for all of civil society as a 
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new actor on the stage of international relations.  We 
have seen a broadening, a horizontalization, let us say, 
of things here but now we can count on these new 
forces, these new actors. 
 
 So, since this is the Euro Cup time, let us not 
check the football into our own goalposts with another 
goal.  Let us not make this into a big issue, which it 
never has been for this Committee.  We have always 
been very generous in accepting generous contributions 
because the fact is that NGOs come here.  They do not 
come here to impose something that they are very far 
from obtaining.  We all represent sovereign countries 
and sovereignally we will decide what is good and 
what needs to be regulated, what does not and so on.  
That concerned the NGOs. 
 
 But not all observers are NGOs.  For example, 
some parties cannot be rejected at this time.  We think 
that the astronomical observatories, for example, 
should be accepted.  I want someone to show me 
scientifically that astronomy topics are irrelevant to 
outer space when less and less the astronomy is not 
working that are not relevant to ours.  But it is 
important and it should be included. 
 
 And the same thing goes for others.  If we 
leave out certain organizations, certain scientific 
entities, if we prevent them from having observer 
status, then I think we would have to leave out some 
international organizations representatives, even ones 
from the United Nations by the same logic, say, for 
example, UNESCO.  The point is that this is a very 
slippery slope, a system of vetoes.  What we want is 
greater participation by those who are directly or 
indirectly linked to the theme of outer space, directly 
linked, that is clear, these cases are very clear.  I can 
cite examples of the entities that are directly linked, the 
Space Generation Forum, for example.  And others like 
the Secure World Foundation from a humanistic 
viewpoint is directly linked.  Anyone from the 
viewpoint of civil society and the way it is organized.  
Not to be vulgar but we are getting into the kind of 
situation of the woman who was nearly pregnant.  No, 
either you are pregnant or you are not pregnant.  Either 
we want these people as observers from civil society or 
we do not.  Let us make it possible for them to 
participate. 
 
 I agree that there are regulations.  In fact, 
there is even an NGO Committee that meets yearly as a 
part of the General Assembly but that is a different 
context.  That does not exactly have to do with 
granting observer status to this Committee. 
 

 We would have a proposal here.  It is this and 
I ask that due note be taken on it. 
 
 That we accept all of them, with no exclusion, 
leaving open the possibility that other NGOs who may 
be presenting different points of view and more closer 
to the concerns that are raised here, also find 
themselves in front of an open door.  We will be the 
first ones to help cooperate.  If that were not the way 
that we do this, at least those who, like ESO, who are 
directly linked, I cannot think of other examples, and 
that we set to the General Assembly, following the 
opinion of the Legal Department of the United Nations, 
or that we can ask the Legal Department of the United 
Nations that it give an opinion on whether these 
entities be granted observer status.  That is my request 
that I respectfully submit.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you very much for those 
observations.  I see others asking for the floor for 
discussion. 
 
 Let me just, myself, set forth a couple of ideas 
to be considered. 
 
 COPUOS, in the past, has decided to grant 
observer status to NGOs that did not have this total 
recognition by ECOSOC at the time when they made 
an application.  I think that is a very important element 
here in order to make a judgement on this.  What we 
are talking about here is the contribution, the nature of 
the contribution that these NGOs can make and which 
should be really along the lines of the thrust of civil 
society, as Venezuela said.  COPUOS and space 
activity in general is gaining in speed incredibly and as 
a part of this, we are receiving more and more requests 
for active participation in our work from NGOs.  And I 
do not want us to make a decision now where it would 
disqualify those who are coming into the fold because 
they do not meet full requirements, and by the same 
time, will be disqualifying those who have already 
entered because they did not meet this criteria. 
 
 So with this in mind, distinguished delegates, 
and I am not going to intervene any more as Chairman 
in your discussions, I am going to follow, but please let 
us hold this debate from this viewpoint and taking it 
into account. 
 
 Now, I have a list of several countries, 
Indonesia, Venezuela, the Czech Republic, Bolivia, 
and the United States.  The first on the list is Indonesia.  
You have the floor Indonesia. 
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 Ms. E. S. ADININGSHI (Indonesia):  Thank 
you Mr. Chairman.  With regard to the inclusion of an 
NGO as a permanent observer, my delegation 
principally welcomes the NGOs as the permanent 
observers of the Committee.  However, before deciding 
the status of any NGOs as a permanent observer, we 
think that we should carefully consider what are our 
expectations from the NGO to be included as the 
permanent observer. 
 
 In many cases, from the perspective of 
developing countries like Indonesia, we found that 
there is still a gap between space society, space 
information and the community and user of any space-
based information.  In this regard, my delegation feels 
that the involvement of NGOs in the activities of this 
Committee would be constructive to foster our 
discussion by giving inputs to be considered in any 
discussion with regard to the development of space 
technology and applications. 
 
 And as the consequences of the inclusion of 
NGO as permanent observer, I think we should first 
define a set of criteria for the eligibility of any NGO to 
be observer and from the application of the NGOs, the 
Committee should examine very carefully by 
considering, for example, the scope of activities, the 
working area and so on so that in the future the 
participation of the NGO in the discussion or activities 
under this Committee would be very beneficial.  Thank 
you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the delegate of Indonesia for her 
statement.  Venezuela has the floor. 
 
 Mr. R. NAVARRO (Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you 
Mr. Chairman.  We have never said anything to deny 
the participation of organizations as observers but 
getting an official status of observers is an important 
matter.  We believe that a number of organizations 
have greatly enriched the work of this Committee and 
have participated in a very positive and beneficial way.  
This is not a club that admits people who provide three 
passport-sized photographs and so forth.  There are 
certain criteria, there are certain procedures who need 
to be passed through, as Indonesia pointed out quite 
correctly.  We have to pay close attention and take into 
account the entire array of activities pursued by NGOs 
that apply for such observer status.  As such, what we 
are asking is that the Secretariat gives us more 
information about these NGOs, whether or not they 
meet certain criteria, criteria established by the United 
Nations General Assembly.  Thank you very much. 
 

 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you very much for your statement.  I 
am sure we are going to respond to your specific 
request.  I am going to give the floor to the Secretariat 
to make sure that we are clear on this subject.  The 
Secretariat has the floor. 
 
 Mr. N. HEDMAN (Deputy Secretary, Office 
for Outer Space Affairs):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
Well, this is a decision by member States of 
delegations to make.  What the Secretariat can say in 
addition to the information that has been provided for 
delegations regarding the non-governmental 
organizations applying for permanent observer status at 
this session is that all these observers and maybe there 
could also be a question to the respective observers to 
clarify, but they have all stated that they are in the 
process of applying for ECOSOC status.  And the 
Secretariat can also say in addition to the criteria that 
was set up at the thirty-third session of the Committee, 
as referred by the distinguished delegate of Venezuela 
on the status with ECOSOC that was a requirement, 
this body has admitted certain permanent observers 
that were in the process of applying for ECOSOC 
status.  ECOSOC status is a very long process.  That is 
what the Office here knows.  It takes years to get the 
full status of ECOSOC.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the Secretariat which has the right 
documentation, specific documentation on each 
application by organizations seeking observer status 
and obviously we understand the position of all 
delegations here in this regard.  Thank you very much. 
 
 The next speaker on my list is the 
representative of the Czech Republic. 
 
 Mr. V. KOPAL (Czech Republic):  Thank 
you very much Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, I have 
two observations.  One is more general, the other 
would be rather specific. 
 
 First of all, I would like to say this discussion 
that develops today is a continuation of the same 
discussion that evolved during the last session of the 
Committee and the Committee, as reflected in its 
report, made some decisions about the steps how to 
proceed further with these requests for membership.  
And, therefore, we should not repeat the same 
argument for and against that were already clarified 
and discussed in some detail here now again and we 
should not postpone … 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Please, all phones need to be switched off. 
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 Mr. V. KOPAL (Czech Republic):  … and 
we should not postpone again and again on the basis of 
these arguments and become again reluctant in 
proceeding further.  I do not say that we should say yes 
or no without any further consideration of these issues, 
but at the same time, we should bear in mind that the 
widening of the list of organizations that really can 
help our Committee and can enrich the discussions, 
that it would be against our own interests, that it would 
be simply counter-productive. 
 
 So this has been my general remark and I 
would now make another remark that would be more 
specific. 
 
 First of all, we would have here in front of us 
four requests.  One of them is a request of an 
intergovernmental organization and the other three are 
requests of non-governmental organizations.  As to the 
request of the intergovernmental organization, I do not 
see any reason why the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space should be hesitant to admit this 
intergovernmental organization which is a really 
peaceful organization that is in fully harmony with the 
purposes and principles of international cooperation on 
outer space matters in the United Nations.  And it is the 
European Telecommunications Satellite Organization. 
 
 Moreover, this Organization is one of very 
few international intergovernmental organizations that 
have adhered to one of the outer space treaties, it is the 
Liability Convention.  So it is listed in the documents 
that are in front of us thanks to the Office for Outer 
Space Affairs.  So I really do not see any reason why 
the request for admission of the European 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization should be 
again postponed. 
 
 So this is one specific request. 
 
 The other specific request.  I would like to 
speak on the request of the International Institute of 
Space Law.  This request has been submitted due to the 
fact that the International Institute of Space Law has 
begun an independent organization.  It used to be an 
activity of the International Astronautical Federation 
that has had the consultative status with our Committee 
for decades.  And, frankly speaking, it was mostly the 
International Institute of Space Law which cooperated 
closely with our Committee.  For example, again for 
many years, this Institute was organizing symposia for 
the benefit of the Legal Subcommittee on outer space, 
every year, and these symposia, in my assessment, 
have been very successful and the interest in such 
meetings have been growing during the last years.  So, 

again, I do not see that because of a simple 
administrative change that the IISL became a now-
independent organization, that it should be somehow 
postponed and a positive decision should not be taken 
here. 
 
 As to the other two organizations, here again, 
I would like to draw the attention of the delegations to 
the request of the Secure World Foundation which was 
considered in greater detail last year and last year, 
though postponing this application, the Committee 
decided at the same time that this organization should 
be invited to participate in the sessions of the 
Subcommittee and this has been the fact.  So why not 
to make the final decision about admission of this 
Organization now? 
 
 And finally, the request of the European 
Organization for Astronomical Research in the 
Southern Hemisphere.  This is, in my opinion, a purely 
scientific institution.  Moreover, it is an institution that 
is based on an international cooperation between two 
different continents, between countries of two different 
continents, so there is, in my opinion, no reason again 
why to extend the consideration of this application.  
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you very much.  This is a person who 
has worked for a large number of years and I have not 
the slightest doubt of the strength of the arguments 
proposed by Professor Kopal as to the worthiness of 
these organizations.  Thank you very much. 
 
 Bolivia has the floor. 
 
 Mr. P. MARCA-PACO (Bolivia) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Chairman.  
This delegation endorses and associates itself with the 
comments made on this subject by Cuba and the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in the sense that 
procedures established within the United Nations for 
this purpose need to be observed.  This delegation has 
nothing against any of the organizations, be it 
intergovernmental or non-governmental, that would 
like to acquire permanent observer status with this 
Committee.  We have seen, we are well aware of the 
great support and contribution that a lot of these 
organizations make through their competence, their 
experience, but if we are to take part in Olympic 
Games, we need to follow the Olympic rules.  This is 
about democratic rules, democratic principles, upheld 
by member States and the minimum that we can do is 
respect the established procedures. 
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 This delegation believes that this Committee 
deals with problems, issues, activities that are of 
extreme importance to all humanity.  Obviously, this is 
a body that issues recommendations that will largely 
define the future of humankind with regard to outer 
space and the use of outer space, as well as the use of 
space to address emergencies, disasters, issues such as 
hunger and other very terrestrial challenges that we 
encounter.  It deals with issues pertaining to satellites, 
the Earth’s atmosphere, these are critical issues for 
humanity.  Therefore, it is essential, it is fundamental 
that in each step, in each of its actions, this Committee 
follow its own rules, it’s own procedures, as well as 
rules on procedures established by bodies that are 
superior to this Committee within the United Nations 
system, such as the General Assembly. 
 
 I do not have the numbers of decisions, 
resolutions, specific sessions, though the delegations of 
Venezuela and Cuba have made all of those clear 
references to criteria that have been approved for 
admitting international organizations as permanent 
observers with this Committee. 
 
 Once again, it is essential, it is critical that we 
adhere to these norms and rules and criteria. 
 
 Maybe in the next session or at some point, it 
would be worthwhile for the Committee to review its 
own methods of work.  What are the rules that apply to 
these situations?  What is the practice?  What is the 
tradition?  What is the experience?  Many delegations 
have worked on this Committee for a long time and 
have very detailed knowledge of these things. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, for all of these reasons, we 
think it should be very carefully reviewed.  Practice 
varies and experience is diverse.  In some cases, 
written rules apply and other cases unwritten rules 
apply, force of precedence, some have binding force, 
others are not binding.  We will continue to receive 
requests from international organizations for 
permanent observer status but a review of the methods 
can go beyond this issue, apply it to the various 
procedures that we are involved with and see which are 
the most adequate approaches.  Admitting international 
intergovernmental organizations as permanent 
observers is of immense significance and obviously it 
is the idea to expand the influence of this Committee to 
have more international organizations, well primarily 
more organizations, as members.  But my question is, 
where are the limits for admitting permanent observers, 
especially the non-governmental ones?  Is there a 
limit?  Is there a rule that sets up a framework or is this 
just a matter of discussion that occurs every time we 
receive an application?  I do not want to repeat 

everything that has already been said but criteria are 
there, they have been established and, once again, we 
should proceed on the basis of these criteria in the 
clearest, most transparent way possible so that there is 
no question, no doubt, at any moment, that the rules are 
observed and the criteria are met.  Thank you very 
much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Yes, thank you.  I think I understand your 
concerns.  This Committee throughout history has 
worked with the greatest transparency and the greatest 
respect for all rules established within the framework 
of the United Nations.  There has never been any 
question about that.  And that includes the matter of 
including new members of which Bolivia is one.  We, 
by the way, highly appreciate the efforts deployed by 
Bolivia and its very active contribution. 
 
 And another comment.  I believe you are quite 
correct in suggesting that we need a compendium of 
the norms and rules that exist in the Committee and 
review these rules.  It is a good thing.  I think we 
should proceed with that.  I see no problem with that. 
 
 The representative of the United States has the 
floor. 
 
 Chile, is this a matter of procedure, point of 
order? 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  No, it is just a statement 
but I do not know who asked for the floor first. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  The United States of America, then Canada, 
then Syria. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  No problem. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  The United States, you have the floor. 
 
 Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of 
America):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Well, Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to associate my delegation with 
the views expressed by the distinguished delegate from 
the Czech Republic.  He clearly laid out the situation 
that we are faced with.  In the first instance, in the case 
of EUTELSAT, the question of ECOSCO consultative 
status is not applicable and, therefore, our evaluation of 
their application should deal solely with what they can 
add to the Committee and the nature of their work and 
they clearly are an acceptable observer to the 
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Committee, based on the work that they are 
undertaking. 
 
 Now, it is very apparent that the observers that 
participated in the work of the Committee have been 
quite constructive.  We have not had any problems 
with observers abusing their status or disrupting our 
work so there is no reason for us to be afraid to let in 
organizations that clearly have something to add to the 
work of the Committee and its Subcommittees. 
 
 Many of these observers have participated 
quite actively in the Action Teams, in giving special 
presentations and have been regular attendees of the 
Committee.  In fact, we had more regular attendees 
than some of the member States and we should bear 
that in mind because that is a sign of their commitment 
to the work of the Committee. 
 
 Now, in the matter of ECOSOC status, we 
agree that an NGO applying for permanent observer 
status should have consultative status but we did not 
say that it was absolutely necessary at that time 
because we understood that the consultative process 
within ECOSOC does take some time.  And if we insist 
that they can only become a permanent observer by 
getting ECOSOC status and essentially we are giving 
ECOSOC a veto over an organization that the 
Committee believes from a substantive standpoint has 
something to add to the work of our Committee and we 
put ourselves in an almost impossible situation by 
having ECOSOC evaluate an NGO that clearly has 
value added to the work of the Committee when 
ECOSOC itself may not quite understand that.  And 
that is why we have asked that the NGOs make a good 
faith effort to apply for consultative status in ECOSOC 
and, in the meantime, they can participate in the work 
of the Committee.  And this has worked well.  It has 
served everyone’s interests and there is no reason why 
we should necessarily change that pattern because we 
are only hurting ourselves.  There is no overriding 
national interest at stake here on the part of the member 
States and, rather than excluding these organizations, 
because they have to go through some Byzantine(?) 
process within ECOSOC, we should at least show 
some flexibility and move forward.  Thank you Mr. 
Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you very much.  Let me turn to the 
Secretariat to know whether or not if all of these 
organizations have completely met the requirements in 
requesting their status before ECOSOC. 
 
 Mr. N. HEDMAN (Deputy Secretary, Office 
for Outer Space Affairs):  Yes, thank you Mr. 

Chairman.  The information provided by each of these 
non-governmental organizations because ECOSOC 
issues are not stake for the intergovernmental 
organizations so we are talking about the non-
governmental organizations.  They are indicated, and 
all delegations have the information provided, a full set 
of documents with the information on their activities, 
and in the cover note that was submitted to the 
Secretariat, they indicate that they have applied for 
observer status with the ECOSOC.  This is the 
information that the Secretariat has, that all of them are 
in the process of the ECOSOC status issue. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Fine.  Thank you very much.  The 
representative of Canada. 
 
 Ms. A.-M.L. PHAN (Canada):  Thank you 
Mr. President.  Our delegation would like to support 
the views expressed by the distinguished delegates of 
the Czech Republic and now the United States.  We 
think that the analysis that the Czech Republic delegate 
provided is very useful and, in our view, the 
Committee should allow these four organizations to 
participate to the COPUOS as permanent observers. 
 
 I would like to draw your attention to one 
specific application that had been broadly discussed 
last year during the fiftieth session. 
 
 Last year, the Secure World Foundation 
presented its application and a decision was made.  
Since then, Canada has had many occasion to observe 
our work with the Secure World Foundation in a 
variety of fora within or outside Canada and have 
found them to provide very constructive input to any 
deliberations.  Much of the work they undertake is 
timely and complementary to the work undertaken at 
COPUOS.  We would anticipate that their presence and 
contribution in the context of COPUOS would be in 
keeping with their past endeavours.  Again, we would 
support their nomination as a positive addition to the 
list of organizations which enjoy observer status at 
COPUOS.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I thank the representative of Canada for that 
statement. 
 
 Syria has the floor. 
 
 Mr. O. AMMAR (Syrian Arab Republic) 
(interpretation from Arabic):  Thank you very much 
Chairman.  We spent a great deal of time last year, 
Chairman, discussing this same subject and I think we 
shall continue to do so at the same frequency, perhaps 
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even more frequently whenever a request comes in for 
observer status.  So, consequently, I think we need to 
have a series of rules and regulations to be followed 
here. 
 
 In the past we accepted certain organizations 
as observers without working on the basis of the 
standards and norms but that does not mean that things 
should continue in that way.  We have already heard 
that there is exponential growth in space science.  
NGOs are also growing exponentially as well.  So all 
the more reason to act by virtue of certain norms and 
standards which, in addition to their legal aspects, 
should ask the following questions.  What is the 
interest of this Committee, is the interest this 
Committee has served in accepting as an observer to 
the meetings of COPUOS? 
 
 Likewise, there are times, there are occasions 
when organizations should really do not need to have a 
permanent observer status in the light of changes that 
might occur.  So we really need to have a very clear set 
of rules, ground rules, the basis of which the 
Committee could make an informed decision 
concerning observer status to be granted to an 
organization or another.  We, of course, are not 
opposed to granting this kind of a status.  The idea is to 
have a clear cut set of norms to be followed here so 
they do not have to spend so much time debating and 
discussing the status of one organization or another.  
We believe that the observer status should really be 
revised for those members who have already been 
granted, again on the basis of the interests of this 
Committee and our interest in them without taking 
these into account.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Let me thank the delegate of Syria. 
 
 And I give the floor to Chile. 
 
 Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile) 
(interpretation from Spanish):  First of all, we totally 
agree with the statement made by the Czech Republic 
and the distinguished delegation from the United 
States, first of all. 
 
 Second point, a general clarification.  We 
reiterate our support to you that this Committee has 
always worked to the greatest degree of transparency, 
nothing strange ever, always been very open. 
 
 Thirdly, the fact that we have more and more 
organizations here and that we have no specific 
definition for them within the United Nations system 
and in addition, international organizations often come, 

make a statement, maybe for a day or two and then 
leave.  We can continue our discussion on a more 
empirical, more scientific basis because of that 
_________(?).  For example, we do not have any idea 
what UNESCO is doing in the field of remote 
education or tele-education, or what WHO might be 
doing in tele-medicine.  We look at other 
organizations, UN____________(?), look at the 
number of observers there.  The representation here for 
observers is large as that of the regular members, 
perhaps at times even more than member States.  For 
example, for Chile, the ethnic issue is of great interest 
to us and should always be dealt with on a proper 
footing and dealing with this with NGOs is 
fundamental, as the majority of countries here, I think, 
want to ensure that these topics are accorded the 
importance they deserve.  It is not really a legal issue.  
We made four points to try to get out the rut that we 
seem to be getting into on this issue. 
 
 And I just point out very, the whole business 
about ECOSOC is quite Byzantine(?), going through 
ECOSOC to get the observer status here.  The fact that 
they presented a request, well, there are a few NGOs 
that have made these kind of requests does not mean 
we are going to see immediate results. 
 
 So I would make the following proposal that 
we accept the NGOs ad referendum and I think this 
would meet everybody’s criteria while waiting for the 
details on the NGOs.  But how can we get more 
information on these if we do not let them come here.  
It would be physically impossible.  So we use an ad 
referendum approach to deal with their observer status 
and they can also meet the ECOSOC requirements in 
the meantime. 
 
 Now, legally speaking, it is totally, we are not 
putting into question that in future, I ask that we just 
take this ad referendum approach to those NGOs that 
have made a request for observer status, taking into 
account that once ECOSOC’s decision, whether 
positive or negative, we abide by it but that we accept 
them immediately. 
 
 And let me finally express my sympathy and 
satisfaction with the Bolivian proposal but taking a 
look at the way our procedural rules here.  We would 
be very pleased if this proposal from Bolivia were 
accepted.  And what happened with them was, it did 
not apply.  There are not many other countries that had 
to fight for a long time to get accepted the 
_________(?) of the Committee. 
 
 And then we have, there are a lot who never 
show up for any of the sessions which is really 
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offensive to the developing countries.  I would ask the 
Bolivian delegate or his delegation, we will be very 
pleased to work with them and that we hold some kind 
of informal consultations to look at the modalities and 
the ways and means which we use to deal with 
observers. 
 
 Just give me a few more seconds. 
 
 We, in the Latin American Group, have 
always been very insistent, formally and informally, on 
paying close attention to the attention to certain 
developed countries’ delegations have paid to this 
Committee.  I think that Bolivia has given an excellent 
example of their entry, their participation.  And I 
recapitulate my proposal with respect to this observer 
status issue that we accept the NGOs on an ad 
referendum basis while waiting for a decision from 
ECOSOC but that they in the meantime be accepted 
here because there is no specific legal impediment.  
Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  OK, I think it is my obligation to submit this 
proposal to the house, those of the distinguished 
representative of Chile, I think it is very clear.  We are 
to make the decision to accept ad referendum these 
requests on the understanding that we are awaiting a 
decision from ECOSOC.  And I would add, if I may, 
let me just amend this slightly, that they annually 
report, in writing, on the progress that each one of them 
is making, vis-à-vis, their status with ECOSOC, that 
they give us that specific information on a yearly basis.  
I submit this proposal to the house. 
 
 Are there any delegations that would be 
opposed? 
 
 The distinguished delegate from Venezuela is 
opposed or does he want to speak on the proposal? 
 
 Well, if you are not opposed to it, I think that 
is very positive.  Are you opposed or not? 
 
 Mr. R. NAVARRO (Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):  I want to 
speak. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  You have the floor. 
 
 Mr. R. NAVARRO (Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):  I think that 
if we submitted this to a referendum in this way, we 
would changing our own rules of procedure, rules for 
granting observer status and that every time we would 

have an organization making this request, they would 
automatically get this ad referendum entry status, 
independently of any of the norms that we have.  So it 
does not matter what ECOSOC decides, does it? 
 
 Also, the requirement of having made the 
request to ECOSOC is not enough.  It has to be 
approved by ECOSOC within the terms already 
established. 
 
 That is my clarification. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you representative of Venezuela.  Let 
me clarify something.  Maybe we did not make this 
clear. 
 
 The request that is made to ECOSOC has to 
be, well would be periodically evaluated by our 
Committee.  I think this is what the delegate from 
Bolivia said, in other words, make these rules very 
clear.  The request that I am making here works along 
the lines of what you said, basically it is an ad 
referendum decision.  That is what we proposed and I 
think that this meets your … on the basis that we made 
sure that ECOSOC is also doing its job by looking, 
really considering these requests. 
 
 I think we can approve that wording, if I may? 
 
 Brazil, are you against?  You have the floor. 
 
 Mr. F. M. RAMOS (Brazil) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  Thank you very much Chair.  We have 
some doubts on this suggestion made by the 
distinguished Ambassador of Chile.  We are not totally 
convinced that this kind of attitude would be working 
along the lines of the already existent rules.  We would 
be more of a mind to support what was said by the 
distinguished representative of the Czech Republic in 
this regard.  But we are open.  We think that, without 
making a decision as proposed here, is kind of giving a 
blank cheque to these organizations requesting 
observer status.  We are afraid that this might create 
situations of constraint where they would not be 
working in collaboration on a spontaneously positively 
contributing to cooperation between countries.  I am 
totally convinced but we are willing to continue to 
discuss this. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I would like to ask the distinguished 
representative of Brazil then he is against the request 
for observer status by the International Institute of 
Space Law?  You are also opposed to the European 
Organization for Astronomical Research in the 
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Southern Hemisphere?  You are also against the Secure 
World Foundation’s request?  And the European 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization’s request?  
Is that what you are saying? 
 
 Mr. F. M. RAMOS (Brazil) (interpretation 
from Spanish):  No, this is a question of principle.  We 
have rules, as we said earlier, and it seems to us that 
these rules have to be respected.  I do not have 
anything against these requests. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  The representative of the Czech Republic. 
 
 Mr. V. KOPAL (Czech Republic):  Thank 
you very much.  Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
associate myself to what has been said by our 
distinguished colleague of Brazil, Professor Monserrat 
Filho.  I believe that we have rules.  We have to abide 
by these rules and we have also a long-standing 
practice but why should we now cease to adhere to this 
long-standing practice and come with some new 
criteria that we do not know completely what they 
really are and for which purposes they are now 
introduced in the discussion. 
 
 Second, we have had very detailed 
submissions of requests and we can read it and I am 
not sure whether every delegation really read it in a 
greater detail and whether simply some feelings and 
general views do not prevail over a specific 
consideration of specific and well-based applications. 
 
 I also would, once again, draw the attention to 
the difference between an application of an 
intergovernmental organization.  This is the case of the 
European Telecommunications Satellite Organization, 
and the request of the non-governmental organizations.  
The request of the European Organization is a request 
that does not need the consideration of such an 
application in the ECOSOC.  So why they should be 
mixed with the NGOs organization and put on the 
same level?  So I would suggest first to decide on the 
request of the European Telecommunications Satellite 
Organization and this can be taken immediately and 
then perhaps, if necessary, could still continue the 
discussion, though my own delegation has no reason to 
hesitate in admitted (admitting(?)) also the three non-
governmental applicants.  Thank you very much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  OK, thank you.  That is very clear. 
 
 France. 
 

 Mr. F.-X. DENIAU (France) (interpretation 
from French):  Thank you Chair.  We fully concur with 
what has just said by the representative of the Czech 
Republic.  I think it is a very judicious statement. 
 
 I also support what was said by the United 
States.  We feel that it is important to respect the rules 
but to take into account the reality of different 
organizations.  As the Czech Republic has pointed out, 
we draw the attention of the Committee to the specific 
case of the IGO, EUTELSAT, established in 1977 on a 
provisional basis by 17 European countries’ members 
of the European Postal Administration’s Union to 
develop satellite infrastructure.  That Organization was 
definitively set up by an international treaty of a 
EUTELSAT Convention, entering into force in 1985.  
The Secretariat of the United Nations is a depositary. 
 
 INTELSAT is a sister organization with an 
observer status.  Hence, we fail to understand the 
refusal to grant an observer status to that entity. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  The United States. 
 
 Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of 
America):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, I 
fully support the intervention made by our 
distinguished delegates from France and the Czech 
Republic regarding how we should proceed.  There is 
no compelling reason not to grant observer status to 
EUTELSAT so that should be disposed of forthwith. 
 
 Now, in regards to the other NGOs, we do 
have a practice and those NGOs in good faith made 
applications to this Committee.  And, in fact, in the 
case of the Secure World Foundation, they have done 
this twice.  And now we arrive and we say that we are 
going to change the rules because we chose not to 
follow the ECOSOC consultative status, almost as soon 
as we adopted that as a criteria because we did this in 
1990 but since 1990, we have allowed NGOs to come 
in so long as they have applied for the status.  We have 
not said that you have to get the status first.  And now 
we have changed the rules in the middle of game which 
is an odd way of doing business.  Again, particularly 
when there is no compelling reason why these 
organizations from a substantive standpoint cannot 
participate in the work of the Committee. 
 
 So my suggestion is that we adhere to our past 
practice which is not requiring status before they can 
become permanent observers.  And I would also 
suggest that if we do look at criteria in the future, we 
eliminate the ECOSOC activity because no one is 
explaining in this debate what the compelling reason or 
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having consultative status with ECOSOC.  So I mean 
perhaps this is just an acronystic sort of requirement 
that we no longer need, given new realities that we are 
dealing with.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  I give the floor to Syria, then Romania and 
then please let me ask you to make a decision on this 
before 1.00 p.m. because we have a very heavy agenda 
before us.  We are really going to have to flexibilize 
things. 
 
 Syria has the floor. 
 
 Mr. O. AMMAR (Syrian Arab Republic) 
(interpretation from Arabic):  Thank you very much 
Chair.  The Syrian delegation emphasizes that we must 
have criteria to follow here.  It does not mean that we 
cannot amend this, this cannot be changed, but I just 
stress that we follow rules.  Proposing demi-solutions 
is not right and will not work.  We cannot give a 
blanket approval here.  We have got to look at each 
request here on whether it is serious or not, its links to 
the Committee, the interest for the Committee in 
having it, each request should be studied individually 
and we should not do these in bulk.  So we need to 
have objective criteria to work upon so that we do not 
spend too much time repeatedly making the same 
discussion. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you.  Romania. 
 
 Mr. D. D. PRUNARIU (Romania):  Mr. 
Chairman.  I want to express the full support of the 
delegation of Romania to the views expressed by the 
distinguished delegate of the Czech Republic and of 
the distinguished delegate of the United States. 
 
 The ECOSOC status was not in time 
conditioned to admit some organizations, non-
governmental organizations, within our Committee and 
I could bring you an example of another association 
and part of privately, the Association of Space 
Explorers.  We never dealt with the consult(?) but we 
have 15 members, observers, within this Committee 
and in the last years we had a very constructive 
position with the items under discussion in this 
Committee. 
 
 So I express once again the full support of the 
views and arguments made by the delegations of the 
Czech Republic, of the United States, and of all other 
members States that expressed the same views.  Thank 
you very much Mr. Chairman. 
 

 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you.  Now the last speaker who 
requested the floor is Switzerland and then we need to 
make a decision on the IGOs’ request for observer 
status. 
 
 Ms. N. ARCHINARD (Switzerland) 
(interpretation from French):  Thank you Chair.  I am 
not going to unduly prolong the discussion here on 
criteria.  Let me just clarify things.  It seems to me that 
we have five requests and not four, as was said by 
several delegations.  Three requests from NGOs and 
two from IGOs.  One is EUTELSAT, mentioned 
several times, but the other from the ESO.  And I 
would like to just reiterate Switzerland’s support for 
granting permanent observer status to those two IGOs, 
ESO and EUTELSAT. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  The Czech Republic. 
 
 Mr. V. KOPAL (Czech Republic):  Just a 
very small addendum to our discussion.  Mr. 
Chairman, I have to apologize, I made a minor mistake 
in qualifying the European Organization for 
Astronomical Research in the Southern Hemisphere as 
one of the NGOs.  It is not an NGO.  It is an 
intergovernmental organization and, therefore, it 
should be treated at equal level with the European 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization.  So that 
we have two intergovernmental applicants and we have 
two non-governmental applicants.  Thank you very 
much. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  Thank you.  The final speaker is Venezuela 
and then we close the speakers list. 
 
 Mr. R. NAVARRO (Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you.  
We are not opposed to having IGOs be granted 
observer status.  This has nothing to do with 
consultative status of ECOSOC and we are following 
the rules in doing this.  It seems to us that the other 
organizations indeed do have to follow and abide by 
the rules that we have established here and this is not 
the time that we are going to be able to correct this 
state of affairs by bending the rules, and rules which 
have been applied from the very outset when the 
intergovernmental organizations establish a norm and 
rules in this regard. 
 
 Now, whether or not these NGOs are allowed 
as observers or not is not going to change their work, 
they can be invited to the next meeting but our position 
is that they need to meet the regulations, the 
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requirement that, as I said, a United Nations 
organization has already set up for them.  And I would 
like to ask the Secretariat, how many of the 
organizations that came in in 1990 were requested the 
consultative status of ECOSOC and how many of them 
were actually granted that status.  Thank you. 
 
 The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from 
Spanish):  OK, now we are going to make a decision.  
The Chair is going to make a decision. 
 
 I submit to you the request for observer status 
from the two IGOs, the European Organization for 
Astronomical Research in the Southern Hemisphere, 
and the European Telecommunications Satellite 
Organization. 
 

 Anyone opposed? 
 
 It is so decided. 
 
 And we will deal with this this afternoon 
concerning the others. 
 
 I adjourn this session for the morning. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 1.01 p.m. 
 


