NATIONS f’;om L —_—

BJEC (s/c 2/3R.285
1% Terch 1978

TRERCI

‘TJ
g
[
o)
ol

8 COIETIToE Oif THE PRACLEUL USES OF (UTD
IOCAL SUR- COMUITTTES

Sasrontoonth meosinn

¥ A Iicle ot the Polaig dos ot
b] -
on Muesdey, 14 Ilevch 1970,
Chedrmon 1&, VEZIER (Polond)

COTRITTE

Iraft treaty releting to the ncon (orcnde itow )

anerel cxchangs of views {(con

e —
ldl-‘; rocord ig e,uojﬂo to corroction.
“ha E:?”Cmt g “1 hins to nelke corveetions should cubmit then in wpiting to
‘-“‘Cﬁﬂ Sechion, oo B.A108, Pelais des ifations, Genove,
the reeord in thelr verking laammeana.
records of tho inry of the Su‘-:)---Cov-lr-u'f't@e at 1,111
Paged dn oo oaingls igonva o be ipsued ghertly &

Eﬂ




i
i
;
5
i
|
|

4/46.105/C.2/5R.285

Dage & 1
“ nage 2

DI TRBAEL RELATIG 70 55 HOO {agonda 4ton 4)-(A/AC.105/196) f the beginning of the flight, the cosmonauts Romanenko and Grechko had

- . géined by two other cosmonsuts, Dzhanibekov and Makarcv, vho had arrived on
the spaceship Scyuz-27, and subsequently returmed to ea;fh on boa;d Soyuz-26.

act that four cosmonauts had worked simultanecusly consﬁluuted an important

tovards the estaplishment of huge heavily-menned space lnstallatlong. The

ng of galyut~6 with a spaceship had proved that therg ware many oQtlons with

i o the replacement of personnel menning space stationg, the delivery oﬁ

guipment and the dispatch %o earth of the resulis o resgarch conducted in

* "gurthermore, it had been possible with the space vehicle Progress %,

3 was the first of its type and was already heing called'a Hspace }orry”,
svide Salyut—6 with the reserve supplies necessary for its operation and

tems essential to the 1ife of the crew and the conduct of regearch.

1. The CHATRMAN invited the Sub-Committ.e to talke up agenca item 4 and: recal
that the General Assewbly had requested that the subject should be accorded higl
priovity. He drew the Sub-Committce's aitontion to the relevant sections of itg
report oun the work of the sixtecnth sesgsion (ﬁ/AC.lOS/lQG), namely, chapier I g
anmnex I, which containsd the report of the Chairnan of Working Group T on the'é
treaty relating to the noon. :

2. At its eleventh session in 1972, the Sub-Committce had approved the text of:
a preamble and 21 articles of the draeft treaty, including its final clauses
(Appendix D to annex I). At its twelfth session the following year, the

sub-Committee had taken note of the teoxt of gix provigions approved by the
Working Group {4Appendix E to annex I). Uotwithstanding thosc substantial

achievements, the Sub-Committee had been unshle 4o reach agrecnent on three main
issues which gtill remeined unresclved: +he socope of the txeaty; The informati
to be furnished on missions o *the moon; and the notural resources of the Woon.

éfy recently, the Soviet cosmonaut Gubarev and the Czechoslovak gosmonaut.
travelling on board Scyuz-28, had docked with the Salyut-6 orbital station.

,ad returned to earth on 10 Harch, Czechoslovakia had thus become the third

h . B
styy in the world to have its own cosomaut, and she wished to extend her warm

atulations on the event to the Uzechoslovak delegation. It was_also a
+ guccess for all the socialist counfries which were taking part in the

tercosmos’ joint research programme.,

3. In 1978, the Chairman of the Vorlking Group on the dwaft troaty had inforned
the Sub-Committee that the Group had arain decided to give priority to the guest
of the natural resowrces of the moon, vhich vas senerally rogarded as the key ig
the solution of vhich could facilitatc an arrcement on the two other outgtanding
issues. WNevertheless, in opite of the offorts made by a great number of delegat
it had not proved possibic to reach agreoment on a texdb relating to natural
resources,

Tt was timely to stress the importance of +the political and lega} asp?cts

nat historic exploit. Tew facts had emerged in the spatial domain: 1@ uas
irgt 3ime that 2 citizen of one State had travelled on board a spaceship of
er State; it was the first time that an international team had worked on

an orbital space station and it was the first time that a cosmonaut from
itate had returned to esarih on board a spaceship of another State. Those

ric events also constituted legal facts of vparamount importance. The

#ht of the Czechoslovak cosmonaut Remek had opened a new chapter in the

tory of international co-operation in the spatial domain.  The work of the _

t international team had shown the incxhaustible possibilities of co-cperation
fhe exploration and use of outer space, The £light alsc represented a'grgat
goess for the international policy of the countrics belonging to the gocialist
mmnity. In that comnexion, the Gagoerin Centre, which was known as the _
nternational Space Academy", uas preparing citizens of other socialist countr}es
urther international missions. Faithful to its principles, the Soviet Unlon
-always favoured extensive co—operation in space activities on the basis of
ality of rights.

4. VWithout underestimoting the difficulties to he overcomne, he hoped that the’
Sub-Cemmittee would devise a weasonable solution acceptable to all on the outsta
lgsues. He was convinced that the Sub-Comaittee would succeed in elaoborating th
complete text of the draft treoty relabting o the moon. '

GENERAL EXCHANGE . VIBUS (contimnued)

5. Mrg., MIRONOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) velcomed the nov member
of the Sub-Committee which, in accordance vith a Genoral Assrmbly decision, now
had 47 wmeuwbers, and noted that the keynote of the curvent scssion wvas the success
schieved in the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space. The Soviet Union
proud of its contribution te that noble activity. The flichts of Salyut-6 type :
stations vhich had faken place over a pariod of six years had made it possible ¥
improve space technology, conduct scientific sxperiments and carry out medico-
biclogical research vhich would pave the way for the Cortheoning cxtended space
flights. Current wvork programmes woere also concerned with optimizing the wvork
and rest schedules of crous, studying the vital processos of micro-organigns in.
conditions of weightlessness, ete. In their Yspace house®, the cosmonauts enjoy
incrsasing comfort sinece they could take shovers, see the f£ilm of their choice:
and receive mail frow carth. The Salyut-~5 orbital station had set o number of -
space records. The crev of the spaceship Soyuz-26 had sct, on the orbital station
2 new world record for remaining in space. Thrce times, during the £light of.
Salyuti-6, a unique space complex composct of three docled spacc objects had bec
set, :

- She recalled that General Assembly resolution 32/195 relating to the tenth
iversary of the entry into force of the Treaty on Principles governing the
1vity of States in the Bypleration and Use of Outer Space, including the ¥oon

il other Celestial Bodies, had confirmed the great importance of international
Boe lay for the development of international co-operation andifor developing the-
;ﬁﬂ& of law in the exploration of outer space. In that resolution, the

Meral Lsgembly had éxpressed its beliel that the participation in the Treavy
all States and the application of that international instrument by them could
ontribute 4o enhancing the effectiveness of international co-operation in the
aceful exploration and use of cuter apace. She stressed that the Treaty

(oI
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defined the rights a: uti e L
ghts and duties of the States parties and not only of the s0~call
<he believed that the Sub-Committee

space Powers. States whi i +
themselves of a n&mber ;;li?+géi ?ggoj§herc ?Ojfhe 1967 Treasy were depriving . with regard £o the current sessior
Ll b .La.‘_ "EaMTlJ. shig e N £ L . 1,
b rights and should reflect on their 1d make some progress in the development of international space law. The
n of draft principles governing the use by

vk on the elaboratio
ficial earth satellites for dire
In order to complet

ot television broadcasting
e that important task, a
ired, to vhich her delegation was ready to
t would also be mosgsible to complete consideration
There were a large number of
blem was to select the most
With regard to the legal - |
she was optimistic
d uporn.

possible participation in joint space progralimes.

a4 of the wo
dfes of arti
ared to be in sight.
gtructive effort was Tequ
ntribute. In her view, i
s the draft tredty relating to the moon.
mpromise proposals on the gubject: the pro
gptable to all the delegatiouns concerncd.
1ications of remote sensing of the earth from space,
at a final text of the relevant draft principles would be agree

10 She had i

—~Me pleasure in announcing that " —
Government had lodged with the SeE;eté;; gt bhelbeglgnlng of 1978, the Soviei
confirming its partici 1 Ve wecretary-General an ingstrument of ratification
into Oute; St;cpaftl;}patlop in the Convention on Replsiration of ogjiZEuazion ;
treatics of 2 ujiver ﬂi SPVInm Union was thus a party o all the multglaZeraEHCh

i L} sgal charatt o0ve ; 3 . . - =
space. atter governing the relationships of States in outey:

1l. Space research bore witness 4o G i {
oo pepaoe researol Aess to the ever-inereasing range of activitd
Soverme S;vizttﬁiﬁifz?efi %gd ?a’thelr groving economic imécrtance. l%ii: o
e om Sore ﬂarth:“ 5 ?:1onu:nad gndertaken photographic and photometrié
oo kasovi ot s §Pr ace WLFh fixed and portable equipment. Vast

& erritory had been photographad. The resultg of such work

at the previous month in New York his

tific and Technical Sub-Committee with
entry and impact in Canada of component
Canada had expressed its comcern:

5, Mr. JAY (Cenada) recalled th
elegation had provided the Scien

achnical facts concerning the re-

had been used in the ma *
vell ULel 1 management of the nasional = .
expedition of the Sal e auronal eceonomy.  During the second : - .
: ; yut-4 station 5.5 million s i ‘ on Soviet satellite C ~954.
territory had been photographed at ; éogi1iéogou§§iiioiligiigzzS Ofﬁfoziet iizstgit%iZttzzl:ndszazlrzqiesizgoihzsgommittee and its Sub-Committees %o
- e end onsider the question of the use of nuclear powex sources in space with a view
ation desigded to

1 régime of international co-oper

psure the safety and integrity of the environment. He
e incident which related to intermatiomal law

s remarks to these aspects of th

d to the use of gpacecraft carrying hazardous gubatances. A review of the
asue by the Legal Sub-Committee, in conjunction with the work of the Scientific
Technical Sub-Committee, should enable the Committee to take further action

24 its June session.

of itg £ l.lg].’l‘t in Au 4= "
X n fLuvgust 1977, the Salyut-5 stati
of 65 1 ; : s _ yut-5 station had brought 1 +
the ge:li%lgfaiquarg %llome?rgs situated in the regions of the giﬁghginggTiphs establishing a specia
ral, and the Altail, Pamir and Tien Shan Mountaing, and og thera > would therefore confine

surface of the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans

12, That n ;
. 16y practica :
for jurists: the stgzl tfend }prmodern agtronautics raised complex problems
of space telecommuni {'GL eaxrth!s natural resources from space, ﬁhELQUevtion
the Tlegal principl ca, 1ons.and space navigation. The vorl: of harmoni :
delay in that_rzggziLgoveiglgg those ectivities should not be held up. ’ Eiy
T uou involve risk P i . - B 1
use of resources. isks of misunderstandings and inefficient

6. In accordance with article 5, paragraph 1, of the Agreement on the Rescue
of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into
Outer Spaoce, Canada had formally notified the Secretary-CGeneral of the

Amited Nations and the Covernment of the Soviet Union of the incident on

8 February 1978 (A/AC.105/2L4 and Corr,1) and on 3 March 1978 (A/AC.105/217).
Canada had also notified the USSR Government that it would subsequently submit
to it a claim for damages,

jinciuding search and recovery costs, in accordance
‘Hl?h the Couvention on International Liability foxr Damage Caused by Space
Objects, to which both Canada and the USSR were parties. '

wities of the issue made it difficult at the
ution; his delegation considered,
v the use of nuclear power sources in

13, The es i j i
sgential ¢
b explore 1im1;?gz:tl¥: of ﬁp?ce research was to acguire knowledge of and
1 i 8 space of the universe in i ing 1
o pabyore the Lin erse in the interests of all i i 3
. ) ' ) l ’ :
T oo nd ta?es on the planet in the name of peace and oh Baeh,
- tu why the Soviet Union vas maling every effor*"itc L’(_L grOgT@SS M
ot vas why the e Lon : t to sirengthen extensi
and reflethé inaﬁfageous'1n?efnatlonal co—~operation in that sghsre ;igiv?d &
ot e e A 1@ new Soviet Constitution adopied on 7 Octobcf lé?? ‘Th— .
s o 0 . g . ¥
e 1ifecg§n§10fﬁbh? ?rofound and historic changes which had tsken °
’ —_ L
s o the Life SOCigiioiv1eu_9?ople, 2nd had opened new horizons for the
o7 the comegon 2 90ci8 isg 0001e§y. It was particularly symbolin that the openi
hod been oo OF hagpgi?iﬂ§g?1et.of the USSR av which the new Constitution |
o firstdgfviet S@ﬁ'll't ci eﬁ with the twentieth anniversary of the launching
history ann wome o f S i eé Those two events were linked byuthe lé icdﬁf ‘
Conani e vere, h ﬂleuulb of the great Socialist Ociober Revoluti Ny
1l incluced a chapteor devoted tc Foreism i oh, among o
principles, set out that of the fulfilment of TEQ o Miiony anong other
eivepoo e Set oub. of 1 ! nenyv of obligations stemming : y
rpy oroad I Thazgnifef.pllnclples, rules of international lay andoiiizm %1 1
under bhe i principle also applicd bo the sblipations of the Soviet Union
v the intoenatiomey foro : > gasiong of the Soviet Union
atles applicable to the space activities of States
) | P o a

17. The technical and legel comple
ourrent stage to achieve a definitive sol

owever, that the special hazards posed b

space called for a review of existing international instruments previously
adopted by the Committee, in order to determine whether there was a need for the
slaboration of an additiomnal ingtrument governing such use. One important
question that would require study was the adequacy of international procedures
for notification regarding satellites using nuclear poweTr SOUTCES. Under the

Convention on the Registration of Objects Taunched into Outer Space, the
etary-General of the

%&unoh%ng State was already obliged to inform the Secr

=baun?hlng and taking out of serviee of gpace objects, but consideration should
0; %IVen to the elaboration of more stringent notification requirements at each
_ our stages in the 1life of satellites.

13- The first stage was that of the initial launching of the satellite, in
Tespect of which the State of registry was veguired to furnish certain types of




1 .

page 6

is of those international legal precedents and in close
pation with the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, the Legal Sub-Committee
4 pegin to develop a series of strict and fully effective standards, safeguards
§§3tricticns on the use of nuclear power SOUrCeSs in 8pace, on the patfern of

k relating to the use of nuclear materials on earth. His

gal framevor:
d to hearing the views of other delegations so that the

tion looked forwar
Sub_COmmittee could take early follow-up action with respect to the use of

ar power sources in outer space.

. OGISO (Japan) said that

n the bas

2§£§§§Z;;gn Egder artiﬁli iV of the Registration Convention, His delegation
y however, at the Sub-Committee should re g i
‘ how ‘ : guest launching St
Pi;v1de ;ddlt;Qﬂal 1nformat}on on a voluntary basis, under article %V whes t
gouiﬁiap QéhOf the Convention, in respect of the use of nuclear pOWe;
> thes;Xtentet;ezozg stage was reached when the satellite's orbit had decaye
: o1 2 ere was a peossibllity of its re—entry into + IO
20331de§§ﬁlon should perhaps be given to the need at thatfstage fgi fmosphers, il
Sztzisgtlonal co-o?erat}gn in tracking or moritoring the path of the disabled
Shouldlb:,ea qgeszlgn :glcg because of its technical and legal implicationg
xamined by the émmittee at ity June session The thi ’
. . : . 5] . ird sta
;;ggzzig E?izd;zgel{ prlo§ EE impaci, when it was possible to predict thge
place o e re~entry of the satellite into the
_ . earth's
z:ioiﬁhgizcizg Zgritg impact on t?e ground. In that connexion, the Com;ittee
ailn proposals that the technical aspects of ioti
ghould be studied by the i i oty ae og otion
- proposed technical working group on the u
power gources in ouber space In an; i Sta oend bo oleaz
. _ . 3 ¥ event, launching States should r
of their responsibilities and co-o : : e ertons aere
ol thel ~operate to the greatest possibl i
notifying the Governmeut or Gover - R eprostntetive of
: nments coucerned The tati
Soviet Union in the Scientific i C toon b cer s e
: and Technical Sub-Committee had
14 February that the launchin i ottty the e
. uing State had an obligation to notify ©
probable impact. That obli i b o3 camag ooy of
- gation should be spelt out in th ' i
terms in a comprehensive le gi p oo of mecreen ooy Bossible
‘ : gal régime governing the use of nuclear
gﬁgﬁ;:iizﬁ thizlipaceéh The Sub-Committee should examine the scopzoggréhat
ell as e question whether only one t ' i
should be informed of the ’ o T g brLes
12 presence of hazardous substances on board
gzgggcgifgtzzgswgitgerﬁtgi launching State should give private notid: to the
: > robable impact in order to avoid unnéces s in
countries situated in the orbit e e ther
al path of the space object. It woul
for the Governments concerned to decide what action should be tak:n? @ then be

the incident of the muclear-reactor equipped

S eatellite Cosmos-954, which had fallen %o carth in Canada on 24 Januvary 1978,
poed deep cCONCeIrn among the people of his country. The fact that both

of the Japanese Diet had unanimously adopted resolutions urging the

age Government 4o take specific measures, through international co-operation,

ngure the safety of satellites equipped with nuclear power Sources ghowed

rly the extent to which Japan was concerned about the matter. It was necessary

511 for intermational co-operation in order %o give comprehensive comsideration

westion of safety in the use of outer space, especially with regard to

he Q
Jainching of satellites using nuclear power sources.

79, He recalled that, at the recent meetings of the geientific and Technical
e matter should initially be

ﬁommittee, his Covernment had proposed that th
amined from the scientific and technical standpoint and that an ad ho¢ working
ap-of the Seientific and Technical Sub-Committee chould be established for

purpose. His delegation had also stated that it would be desirable to

e appropriate legal measures Fo ensure the safety of satellites using nuclear
. gources in the Legal Sub-Committee, and on the basis of such a scientific
echnical examination. He therefore requested the members of the Sub-~Committee
examine all the relevant legal aspects of the matter and the necessary legal
sasures to ensure and enhance the safety of such satellites on the basis of the
cussions of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, the parent Committee

. the ad_hoc worlting group if it was est.blished.

To that end, the Japanese delegation proposed that the Sub-Committee should
ongider the following measures: various legal controls to be applied to
satellites, especially those equipped with nuclear power sources, including
frengthened safety standards and the possibility of prohibiting the launching

satellites designed for use as destructive weapons; a system of obligatory
otification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations prior to the launching

atellites, easpecially those equipped with nuclear power SOUTCeES; and
ternational arrangements for emergency notification in case of abnormal flight

f pate11ites and for search, rescue oOr TeCOVeIy activities in case of the return
f 8 satellite to earth.

iz& Oiﬁirizg?tthtafe at which notification would be required was after impact
notify the c;un;;e ?u?Chlng country wovld then have the primary obligation to
its territory u'ghot Lopact Of the possible weturn of hazardous material to -
example, in tﬁé cowiexzaifa%£2150lpl; 2? inter?ational L6 oo e e

. e aw of the sea (article 199 of the informa
Ezﬁpgiliﬁengfzglatl;g bext draf?fd at the sixth sessiou of the Conferencelon th
governing the int he Sub-Committee should examine the legal principles
Contamingéion (Ziigrity of the environment and its protection against harmful
of States in the Elcle 9 ?f the Treaty on Priunciples Governing the Activities
Other Celestial B ﬁ? oration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
from the dischar . ?S)‘ | e Pfeservation of the integrity of the ewvironment .
syotems 1 'ge of toxic or: other substances which might damage ecological

was also the subject of principles & and 7 of the 1972 Declaration of

the United Nati . S
ed Nations Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm Declaration)s
~Committee to support the

24+ - Hig delegation appealed to the members of ‘the Su
nternational efforts in

ag?mﬁe Government's position and to co-operate in 1
it sphere, as it itself was prepared to do.

The meeting rose at 1ll.45 a.m.




