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Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
Sixty-fourth session
25 August-3 September, 2021

Proposal submitted by the Delegation of the People’s Republic of China on Terms of
References, Methods of Work and Workplan of the Newly Established Working
Group on the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities

1. The General Assembly in its resolution A/RES/73/6, entitled “Fiftieth
anniversary of the first United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space: space as a driver of sustainable development”, highlighted the
need to ensure the long-term sustainability of outer space activities, and
convinced of the need to strengthen international cooperation, through the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUQOS), to achieve those goals
and contribute to realizing a shared vision for the future in the exploration and
use of outer space for peaceful purposes and for the benefit and in the interest of
all humankind.

2. To fulfill the above-mentioned mission, at its 6214 session in 2019, COPUOS
decided to establish, under a five-year workplan, a working group under the
agenda item on the long-term sustainability of outer space activities of the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. This decision was lately endorsed by the
General Assembly at its 74th session (A/RES/74/82). Thereafter, the Scientific
and Techinical Subcommittee elected Umamaheswaran R. (India) as Chair of the
the Working Group at its 58t session in 2021. The Working Group will be
reconvened at the 64t session of COPUOS in 2021, with a view to agreeing on its
own terms of reference, methods of work and workplan.

3. The Chinese delegation hereby submits a proposal as follows:
Terms of reference

4. The Working Group will carry on the efforts and achievements made by the
Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities from
2010 to 2018, as embodied in the preamble and 21 guidelines for the long-term
sustainability of outer space activities (contained in A/AC.105/C.1/L.366),
which was adopted by COPUOS at its 62nd session.

5. The Working Group will examine the long-term sustainability of outer space
activities in the wider context of sustainable development, including the
contribution to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
taking into account the needs and interests of all countries, in particular those of
developing countries, and consistent with the peaceful uses of outer space.



6. The Working Group will take into consideration current practices, operating
procedures, technical standards and policies associated with the safe conduct of
space activities throughout all the phases of the mission life cycle.

7. The Working Group will comply with the existing United Nations treaties and
principles governing the activities of States in the exploration and use of outer
space, in particular article VI of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies.

8. The Working Group will carry out the following activities:

(a) Raising awareness and building capacity in wide fields such as space
technology and its applications and empowerment to implement the guidelines,
in alignment with the needs of emerging space-faring and developing countries.
Developing recommendations on enhancing capacity building and international
cooperation.

(b) Studying and identifying challenges posed by the new developments of
space activities, and considering possible new guidelines for the long-term
sustainability of outer space activities, with reference to the draft guidelines
contained in Draft guidelines for the long-term sustainability of outer space
activities (A/AC.105/C.1/L.367). Any envisaged new guidelines should:

(i) maintain or improve the safety and sustainability of space activities
without imposing unreasonable costs, and taking into account the needs and
interests of developing countries.

(ii) be consistent with existing international legal frameworks for outer
space activities and should be voluntary and not legally binding.

(c) Sharing experiences, practices and lessons learned from voluntary
implementation of the guidelines. Reviewing and possible revising the
previously adopted guidelines, as appropriate.

9. As outputs, the Working Group will submit a report to the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee on the long-term sustainability of outer space activities,
which includes recommendations on capacity building and international
cooperation, a draft of new guidelines and revised guidelines if any.

Methods of work

10. The Working Group led by the Chair and assisted by the Secretariat, shall be
guided in its work by the rules of procedure, methods of work and established
practices related to COPUOS. The Working Group makes decisions by consensus
and reports to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.

11. The Working Group will meet with interpretation services in all six official
languages of the United Nations during the sessions of COPUOS as well as during
the sessions of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. The Working Group
may hold informal consultations on the margins of the sessions. The Working



Group may also decide to meet intersessionally, in virtual or in-person format, as
necessary, to advance its work.

12. The negotiation process held within the Working Group is
intergovernmental by nature. The Working Group will avail itself of input from
member States of COPUOS, organizations having permanent observer status
with COPUOS, as well as non-governmental organizations, industry and the
private sector in accordance with the rules of procedure, methods of work and
established practices related to COPUOS.

13. The Working Group will take advice from COPUOS and its Subcommittees on
the long-term sustainability of outer space activities, and follow closely the work
of the other working groups of COPUOS and its Subcommittees to avoid
duplication.

Workplan

2021

* Develop and agree on terms of reference, methods of work and workplan.
2022

* Organize the first workshop on raising awareness and capacity building,
considering the particular needs of emerging space-faring and developing
countries in space technology and its applications, and the implementation of
the guidelines.

* Invite member States and permanent observers to provide information related
to (a) proposals on new guidelines, and (b) experiences, practices and lessons
learned from voluntary implementation of the guidelines.

2023

* Invite member States and permanent observers to provide the information on
capacity-building with focus on stocktaking, need identification and
international cooperation opportunities. Organize the second workshop on
raising awareness and capacity building, with the theme of identifying the gaps
in capacity building and international cooperation.

* Consider proposals on new guidelines and develop a draft.

* Share implementation experiences, in particular challenges identified through
implementation. Consider possible revision to any of the guidelines to address
those challenges.

2024

‘Organize the third workshop on raising awareness and capacity building, with a
view of developing recommendations on enhancing capacity building and
international cooperation.



* Share implementation experiences, and make recommendations on improving
implementation of the adopted guidelines.

* Consider and finalize a draft of new guidelines and revised guidelines if any.
2025

* Consider and finalize the draft report, which includes recommendations on
enhancing capacity building and international cooperation, a draft of new
guidelines, and revised guidelines if any, as well as suggestions on the follow-up
to the Working Group.

* Submit the draft report to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and
COPUOS for further actions.



